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This  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  begins  with 
an  exciting  listing  of 
silver  commemorative 
coins.  Read  it  over  care¬ 
fully,  make  your  selec¬ 
tions  and  then  SAVE! 

Discount  special! 

Buy  5  or  more  commem- 
oratives  from  this  listing 
and  take  a  5%  discount! 


Even  better  discount! 

Buy  10  or  more  commemor- 
atives  and  take  a  7%  discount! 


Our  very 
best  dis¬ 
count!  Buy 

20  or  more 
commemoratives 
and  take  a  10%  discount! 

Act  now! 


These  beautiful  commemorative  coins  are  going,  going,  ( almost )  GONE! 


GREAT  DEALS 


Take  Advantage  of  these 
Special  Discounts! 
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Commemorative 


Coins  for  Sale 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Commemorative  coins  are  a  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries.  We  offer  coins  of 
hand-picked  quality  for  prices  you’ll  find  to  be 
great  values. 

Commemoratives  are  fascinating  to  collect. 
Today’s  market  offers  some  really  wonderful  op¬ 
portunities  for  buyers.  Because  of  this,  many  of  our 
clients  are  buying  type  sets  or  date  and  mintmark 
collections.  Our  Commemorative  Coin  Club,  man¬ 
aged  by  Gail  Watson,  offers  the  possibility  of  re¬ 
ceiving  choice  coins  on  an  automatic  basis  each 
month.  Interested?  Give  Gail  a  call.  CCC  member¬ 
ship  has  quite  a  few  advantages,  and  she  will  tell 
you  of  them. 


1893  Isabella.  MS-64.  The  only  United  States 
commemorative  coin  of  the  25-cent  denomina¬ 
tion . 1,495.00 

1900  Lafayette:  •  AU-58  (PCGS).  $395  •  MS- 

62  (PCGS) . 1,395.00 

1936  Albany.  MS-63 . 295.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-62 . 95.00 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 95.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 135.00 

1925-S  California:  •  AU-58.  $125  •  MS-60. 

$155  •  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  $165  •  MS- 

64 . 435.00 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64 . 135.00 

1892  Columbian  Exposition  •  MS-60/65.  $165  • 

MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  $155  •  MS-62 
(PCGS) . 155.00 

1893  Columbian  Exposition:  •  EF-45.  $30  • 
MS-63.  $235  •  MS-64,  prooflike.  ...825.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64 . 365.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  great  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  There  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge,  as  they  say. 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 1,800  00 

1935  Hudson.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem 

coin!  . 425.00 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-62.  Harder  to  find  than 
generally  realized.  Cheap  at  just . 95.00 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62  (NGC) . 85.00 

1920  Maine:  •  MS-62  (NGC).  $159  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 415.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-62  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1926  Oregon.  MS-64 . 199.00 

1926-S  Oregon.  MS-64 . 199.00 


1915-S  Panama  Pacific:  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $1,675  •  MS-64  (NCI).  Rare  and 
popular  issue . 1,675.00 

1920  Pilgrim:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $85  •  MS-64.  215.00 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 195.00 

1937  Roanoke  MS-60 . 235.00 

1936  Robinson:  •  MS-64.  $210  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 210.00 

1935- S  San  Diego.  Each  coin  is  brilliant,  sparkling, 

and  beautiful!:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  From 
a  small  group  of  these  we  bought  from  a 
California  supplier.  They  have  been  selling 
quickly!  $99  •  MS-65.  $175  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache) . 175.00 

1936- D  San  Diego.  Take  your  pick  of  these  beau¬ 

ties — each  lustrous,  brilliant,  and  beautiful:  • 
MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $110  •  MS-65.  $195  • 
MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 195.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...125.00 
1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  975.00 
1934  Texas:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $109  •  MS-63. 

$115  •  MS-66  (ANACS  Cache) . 560.00 

1936  Texas.  MS-65 . 195.00 


1936-D  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS) . ...420.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63 . ...295.00 

1946  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache) . 75.00 

1946- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63 . 35.00 

1947- S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-62  (PCGS).  29.00 

1948  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-63 . 59.00 

1948- D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64 . 75.00 

1936  Wisconsin  Centennial:  •  MS-63.  $259  • 

MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $410  •  MS-66 
(PCGS) . 935.00 

1936  York.  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 340.00 

Modern  Commemoratives 

1982- S  Washington  half  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or 

better  as  issued;  in  original  maroon  box.  Origi¬ 
nal  sale  price  by  the  Mint  was  $12.50 . 7.00 

1983- S  Olympic  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or  better, 

just  as  issued.  We  recently  bought  a  group  of 
these . 19.00 

1984  Los  Angeles  Olympiad  silver  dollar.  Gem 
Proof-65  or  better,  as  issued . 24.00 

1986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  set  half  dollar  and  silver 
dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or  better  as  issued;  in 
original  box . 21.00 

1986- S  Statue  of  Liberty  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or 

better,  just  as  issued . 19.00 

1987  Constitution  Bicentennial  dollar.  Gem  MS-65 
or  better,  as  issued;  in  original  box . 15.00 

1 987- S  Constitution  Bicentennial  dollar.  Gem  Proof- 

65  or  better,  just  as  issued . 15.00 

1988- S  Olympic  dollar.  Gem  Proof-65  or  better,  as 

issued;  in  original  box . 17.00 


The  Two  Top  Awards 

The  highest  honor  given  by  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild,  “The  Book  of  the  Year,”  and  the 
highest  honor  given  by  the  Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild,  “The  Robert  Friedberg  Award,” 
were  both  bestowed  recently  upon  Q.  David 
Bowers’  massive  United  States  Commemorative 
Coins:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  No  other  work 
on  commemorative  coins  has  ever  received  this 
double  honor. 

This  reminds  us  to  suggest  that  if  you  don’t 
have  a  copy  of  this  great  book  under  your  roof, 
order  one  today.  You  are  guaranteed  having 
days  and  days  of  interesting  reading.  We  know 
you’ll  like  it — and  you’ll  find  the  information  to 
be  useful,  even  profitable. 
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Commemorative  Silver  Coins 

Hand-picked  PCGS,  NGC  Quality 

We  offer  the  following  commemorative  silver 
coins  of  selected,  hand-picked  quality,  all  certified 
by  NGC  or  PCGS,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or 
lightly  toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically 
pleasing  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use 
this  special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of 
commemorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most  in¬ 
teresting  series. 

This  “grid”  listing  does  not  give  specific  informa¬ 
tion  about  each  coin.  However,  each  is  hand¬ 
picked  for  quality,  beautiful  and  lustrous,  and  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  at  its  grade  level. 
As  always,  your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  If  any  of 
these  PCGS  or  NGC  coins  is  not  everything  you 
hope  for — and  more — just  return  it  within  seven 
days  for  an  instant  refund!  We  don’t  expect  to 
receive  any  refund  requests,  but  the  guarantee  is 
there  if  you  want  to  take  advantage  of  it! 

(For  other  fine  commemoratives  in  grades  other 
than  MS-63,  64,  and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.) 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25<t 

,$995 

$3,395 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

2,195 

4,250 

1921  Alabama  plain 

695 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

865 

1,650 

5,350 

1936  Albany 

295 

395 

665 

1937  Antietam 

575 

Arkansas  type 

99 

125 

395 

1935 

125 

1935-D 

99 

125 

395 

1935-S 

99 

125 

1936 

99 

125 

1936-D 

99 

395 

1936-S 

99 

125 

1937 

99 

125 

595 

1937-D 

125 

140 

1937-S 

125 

140 

1938 

185 

225 

1938-D 

185 

225 

1938-S 

185 

225 

1939 

350 

1939-D 

350 

1939-S 

495 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

195 

495 

Boone  type 

105 

129 

210 

1934 

145 

225 

1935 

129 

210 

1935-D 

129 

210 

1935/34 

160 

250 

1935/34-D 

635 

825 

1935/34-S 

425 

1936 

135 

210 

1936-D 

135 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1936-S 

$135 

1937 

$125 

155 

$250 

1937-S 

360 

560 

1938 

450 

1938-S 

375 

795 

1936  Bridgeport 

225 

595 

1925-S  California 

435 

1,150 

Cincinnati  type 

385 

445 

895 

1936 

445 

1936-D 

895 

1936-S 

385 

445 

895 

1936  Cleveland 

95 

135 

475 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

245 

310 

465 

1936 

245 

310 

465 

1936-D 

310 

465 

1936-S 

245 

310 

465 

1892  Columbian 

395 

1,450 

1893  Columbian 

235 

435 

1935  Connecticut 

245 

425 

975 

1936  Delaware 

275 

325 

695 

1936  Elgin 

275 

315 

525 

1936  Gettysburg 

325 

365 

895 

1922  Grant  plain 

235 

485 

1,650 

1922  Grant  Star 

4,695 

1928  Hawaiian 

2,195 

3,350 

1935  Hudson 

650 

975 

2,450 

1924  Huguenot 

120 

850 

1946  Iowa 

99 

155 

1925  Lexington 

215 

1,045 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

145 

210 

995 

1936  Long  Island 

110 

165 

695 

1936  Lynchburg 

335 

595 

1920  Maine 

175 

415 

1,095 

1934  Maryland 

195 

245 

610 

1921  Missouri 

925 

1,895 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

2,195 

8,950 

1923-S  Monroe 

675 

4,350 

1938  New  Rochelle 

375 

435 

595 

1936  Norfolk 

525 

535 

565 

Oregon  Trail  type 

145 

199 

345 

1926 

145 

199 

360 

1928 

340 

1933-D 

395 

595 

1934-D 

209 

240 

1937-D 

395 

1938 

430 

1938-D 

440 

1938-S 

260 

1939 

595 

1939-D 

595 

1939-S 

595 

1915-S  Pan-Pac 

845 

1,675 

1920  Pilgrim 

95 

195 

675 

Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921  Pilgrim 

$995 

Rhode  Island  type 

$95 

$139 

425 

1936 

139 

425 

1936-D 

139 

425 

1936-S 

139 

425 

1937  Roanoke 

285 

350 

1936  Robinson 

110 

210 

675 

1935-S  San  Diego 

175 

1936-D  San  Diego 

110 

195 

1926  Sesqui 

195 

1,095 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

975 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

99 

250 

Texas  type 

115 

135 

195 

1934 

115 

135 

220 

1935 

195 

1935-D 

115 

195 

1935-S 

195 

1936 

195 

1936-D 

115 

135 

1936-S 

195 

1937 

145 

230 

1937-D 

230 

1937-S 

230 

1938 

375 

1938-D 

395 

520 

1938-S 

395 

520 

1925  Vancouver 

525 

670 

1,550 

1927  Vermont 

295 

460 

1,150 

1936  Wisconsin 

285 

410 

1936  York 

225 

260 

340 

BTW  Type 

25 

30 

75 

1946 

30 

75 

1946-D 

39 

90 

1946-S 

30 

75 

1947 

45 

1948 

75 

119 

1948-D 

75 

130 

1948-S 

75 

119 

1949 

140 

1949-D 

99 

140 

1950 

119 

1950-D 

85 

125 

1950-S 

35 

39 

75 

1951 

39 

99 

1951-D 

75 

109 

1951-S 

109 

Carver-Wash  Type 

1951 

89 

1951-D 

59 

195 

1951-S 

45 

125 

1952 

29 

35 

95 

1952-D 

100 

275 

1952-S 

79 

140 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1953 

$95 

$235 

1953-D 

110 

295 

1953-S 

55 

125 

1954 

49 

295 

1954-D 

39 

350 

1954-S 

45 

125 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT 
COMMEMORATIVE  OFFER. 

Discount  Specials:  Buy  five  or  more  coins 
from  the  preceding  listing  and  take  a  5%  discount. 
Buy  10  or  more  and  take  a  7%  discount.  Buy  20  or 
more  and  take  a  10%  discount.  This  is  our  way  of 
helping  you  get  a  great  start  on  a  really  beautiful 
collection! 


Commemorative 
Gold  Coins 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollar.  McKinley  Portrait:  •  AU-55.  $445 
•  MS-63  (PCGS).  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is 
enhanced  by  mint  frost.  Well  struck  and  sure  to 

please . 1,095.00 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  gold 
dollar.  Jefferson  Portrait.  MS-64 

(NGC) . 1,495.00 

19 16  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar:  •  AU- 
58.  $435  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Blazing  full  mint 
lustre  and  frost  over  well-struck  devices.  Excep¬ 
tional  aesthetic  appeal.  Call  quickly  on  this 


beauty!  $950  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,295.00 


1917  McKinley  Memorial  gold  dollar:  •  AU- 

58.  $435  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Two  or  three 
times  scarcer  than  the  1916  issue,  this  piece  is 
a  lovely  example  of  the  year.  Brilliant  and 
frosty . 1,850.00 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle:  • 
MS-62.  $435  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $795  •  MS- 
64  (PCGS) . 2,175.00 


SPECIAL  OFFER: 

Each  a 
brilliant 
Gem!!! 


* 

★ 

★ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

¥ 


—  Modern  Commemorative  Special  — 

Buy  four  beautiful  modern 
commemorative  coins  for 
just  $49  —  get  the  fifth  one  free! 


1  &  2'.  A  two-coin  set  containing  thel986-S  Statue  of 
Liberty  half  dollar  and  thel986-S  Statue  of  Liberty  silver  dollar, 
showing  the  statue  overlooking  New  York  Harbor.  These  are  the 
most  popular  com-memorative  coins  ever  made.  Each  is  a 
superb  Gem  Proof  in  the  original  case  of  issue.  This  pair  of  coins 
originally  was  sold  by  the  Mint  for  $31.50. 

1987-S  Constitution  Bicentennial  silver  dollar,  superb 
Gem  Proof  in  original  case  of  issue.  Original  issue  price:  $28.00. 

4l  1988-S  Olympic  Games  commemorative  silver  dollar, 
superb  Gem  Proof  in  original  case  of  issue.  Original  issue  price 
$29.00. 

5;  Your  FREE  commemorative  is  a  1982-S 
Washington  Bicentennial  half  dollar  Proof- 
65  or  better  as  issued  —  a  sparkling  gem. 

Original  issue  price  $12.50. 

Total  original  issue  price: 

$101.00.  You  pay  LESS  THAN 
HALF  at  only  $49! 
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The  Bowers 
and  Merena 
Commemorative 
Coin  Club 


Join 

the 


club! 


T 


he  Bowers  and  Merena 
Commemorative  Coin 
Club  offers  you  the 
ideal  way  to  build  a  beautiful 
collection  of  high-quality 
coins! 

You  set  the  regular  shipment  sched¬ 
ule,  you  choose  the  grades  you  want 
and  you  choose  the  easy  monthly 
payment  amount.  * 

You  will  acquire  outstanding 
quality  coins  for  reasonable  prices 
in  a  program  sponsored  by  one  of 
the  world’s  most  respected  and  suc¬ 
cessful  professional  rare  coin  firms. 

And,  you  will  enjoy  the  many  advan¬ 
tages  of  being  a  member  of  our  club.  All 
with  complete  satisfaction  guaranteed. 


+*  Popular  Commem¬ 
orative  Coins 

Commemorative  coins  are  among  the 
most  popular,  most  interesting  series  in 
all  of  numismatics.  Ever  since  the 
1892-dated  World’s  Columbian  Ex¬ 
position  half  dollar  was  introduced 


**  Advantages  of  Being 
a  Club  Member 

Your  coins  will  be  selected  by  your 
personal  account  representative  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  our  receipt  of  any  new  pur¬ 
chases.  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  fin¬ 
est  coins  that  come  through  our  doors 
here  in  the  heart  of  New  England.  You 
will  receive  a  complimentary  copy  of  A 
Basic  Guide  to  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
by  Michael  J.  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers,  a  handy  action  guide  with  interesting 
footnotes  on  the  entire  series. 

You  will  have  your  choice  of 
“raw”or  certified  coins  by  PCGS,  NGC, 
or  ANACS  Cache.  You  will  receive 
special  discounts  on  certain  pur¬ 
chases,  including  coins;  discounts 
for  club  members  only. 


r  Your  Easy 
Payment  Plan 

You  simply  choose  the 
grades  you  want  (or  use  our 
suggestions)  and  the  amount 
you  wish  to  pay  each  month.  After 
your  first  shipment,  we  will  simply 
send  the  coins  on  open  account 
\\  (once  satisfactory  credit  has  been 
established)  or  charge  your  credit 
\\  card  (MasterCard,  Visa,  or  Ameri¬ 
can  Express),  as  you  prefer.  In  the 
case  of  scarce  or  rare  issues,  we  offer  ex¬ 
tended  payment  terms. 


/ 


a  century  ago,  commemorative 
half  dollars  and  other  coins  have 
been  highly  desired  by  collectors. 

What  Your 
Collection  Will 
Contain 

When  completed  your  collec¬ 
tion  will  contain  each  of  the  48 
different  designs  of  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollars  minted  during  the 
period  1892-1954,  plus  the  1893 
Isabella  25<t  and  the  1900  Lafayette  sil¬ 
ver  dollar,  a  total  of  50  coins.  In  addition, 
it  will  contain  each  of  the  half  dollar  and 
dollar  designs  minted  from  1982  to  date. 


Yes!  n 

/□  Please  enroll  me  in  the  V  (**  Satisfaction 

Commemorative  Coin  Club.  I  would  like  to  ^  +  A 

speak  with  a  personal  account  representative  to  N 
discuss  my  coin  preferences  and  my  monthly  payment  ^  Each  coin  is  guaranteed  to  be 

\  priced  to  your  liking,  to  be  in  the 


/amount. 

□  I  would  like  to  enroll  in  the  Commemorative 
Club  for  a  monthly  payment  amount  of _ .  Enclosed  % 


j  is  a  check  for  my  initial  purchase  or  my  credit  card  authorization. 

I - 

\  _ 


NAME 


I 


STREET  OR  BOX 


grade  you  want,  and  to  be  of  the 
aesthetic  quality  you  desire.  If 
for  any  reason  you  are  not 
100%  delighted,  any  coin  can 
be  returned  within  30  days  of 
receipt  for  an  instant  refund; 


CITY 


STATE 


\ 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 


Check:  □  Mastercard  □  Visa  □ 


American  Express 


\ 


Credit  card  no. 


/ 


Expiration  date 


1  no  expla- 

#  nation  nec- 

/  essary.  You 

Guide  ^  U.S. 

/  can  cancel 

Commemorative 

*  your  participa- 

COINS 

/  tion  at  any  time 

/|T\ 

simply  by  return- 

[CLjr  J 

ing  or  paying  for  any 

items  on  an  open  in- 

Michael  1  Hodder 

voice. 

"t  Q.  David  Bowers 
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Colonial  &  Copper 

Coins  for  Sale 


Colonial  Coins 


1652  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-5.  VF-20,  net. 
Rarity-4.  Pleasing  golden  tones  on  medium 
gray  surfaces.  Sharpness  of  EF-40,  but  with  a 
small  planchet  crack,  as  minted,  at  6:00  relative 
to  the  obverse,  and  an  obverse  planchet  crease 
at  12:00,  with  some  corresponding  weakness 
seen  on  the  reverse.  Very  attractive  for  the 
grade,  and  a  nice  selection  for  a  Massachusetts 

Bay  Colony  silver  type  set . 1,950.00 

1652  Oak  Tree  shilling.  N-14.  F-15.  Rarity- 
4.  A  nice  specimen  of  a  Massachusetts  Bay 
silver  issue;  one  of  the  most  historical  and 
romantic  of  all  American  coins.  Attractive  silver 
gray  surfaces  with  a  minor  planchet  bend  noted 
for  accuracy.  Complete  satisfaction  guaranteed, 
as  always  when  you  buy  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries . 1,350.00 

The  silver  coinage  of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  is  the  first 
metallic  currency  to  be  struck  in  the  English  colonies.  Speci¬ 
mens  of  these  early  silver  issues  are  quite  affordable  in  today’s 
market. 


1682  St.  Patrick  farthing.  Breen-212.  AU- 

50.  An  exceptionally  nice  specimen  of  Mark 
Newby’s  St.  Patrick  coinage,  an  issue  that  is 
often  collected  along  with  the  coins  of  New 
Jersey.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  (when  was  the 
last  time  you  saw  a  St.  Patrick’s  with  lustrous 
surfaces?)  and  strongly  reeded  edges  make  this 
an  unusual  specimen  that  deserves  special  at¬ 
tention  from  the  advanced  colonial  coin  enthu¬ 
siast . 1,995.00 


(1672-1684)  London  Elephant  token.  MS- 

62.  Thick  planchet.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON 
style.  Breen-186.  200.3  grains.  Struck  on  a 
remarkably  smooth  planchet,  with  splashes  of 
mint  red  in  the  protected  areas  and  very  few 
marks  of  any  kind  in  evidence.  A  light  tan 
specimen,  deepening  slightly  at  the  reverse  left 
side.  A  lovely  coin  for  the  quality  conscious 

colonial  collector! . 2,550.00 

Undated  (c.  1792)  Washington  Born  Virginia 
restrike,  obverse  uniface.  Restruck  circa  1960 
by  Albert  Collis,  who  then  presented  the  origi¬ 
nal  die  to  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  We  have 
fewer  than  10  pieces  left.  MS-60 . 19.95 

Half  Cents 


Attractive  1793  Half  Cent 
B-l,  C-l 


1793  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  VF-25  (PCGS). 

Medium  brown  surfaces.  Especially  boldly  struck 
around  the  borders.  A  small  area  of  planchet 
flaking  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  This  lovely 
half  cent  will  be  ideal  for  the  type  collector  or 
specialist  alike . 5,295.00 


Great  Books  for  Sale! 

See  our  book  section  in  this  issue  for  some 
really  great  buys  on  interesting  and  valuable 
reference  books.  There  is  no  substitute  for 
knowledge,  as  they  say. 


Memorable  AU  1793  Half  Cent 
B-3,  C-3 


1793  B-3,  C-3.  Head  to  Left,  Liberty 
Cap  and  Pole.  AU-55  (PCGS).  First  year  of 
the  half  cent  denomination,  and  the  only  year 
of  the  design  type.  One  of  the  sharpest  struck 
and  most  pleasing  1793  half  cents  we  have  ever 
seen.  Of  all  1793  half  cents  certified  at  the  AU 
level,  this  must  certainly  rank  as  one  of  the  very 
finest!  Attractive  glossy  light  brown  surfaces 
display  nicely  centered  design  details.  An  im¬ 
portant  opportunity  for  the  discriminating 
buyer . 21,500.00 


1795  Plain  edge:  •  B-5a,  C-5a.  No  Pole.  VG- 

8.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  $395  •  B-4,  C-4. 
With  Pole.  Punctuated  Date.  F-15.  $625  • 

B-5a,  C-5a.  No  Pole.  VF-20 . 925.00 

1795  Plain  edge.  B-6a,  C-6a.  No  Pole  to  Cap 
VF-25.  Attractive  light  brown.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set  or  specialized  collection . 1,450.00 


1797  1  Above  1:  •  B-l,  C-l.  F-12  Interesting 
diecutting  error.  Very  pleasing  light  brown  sur¬ 
faces.  $575  •  Die  State  9  +  .  B-lc,  C-l.  VF- 
35  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  with  light  brown 
surfaces,  a  coin  with  a  great  deal  of  aesthetic 

appeal . 2,650.00 

1800:  •  B-la,  C-l.  EF-40.  Light  brown  surfaces. 
$410  •  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  brown 
surfaces  with  hints  of  original  mint  red.  Very 
conservatively  graded  by  PCGS.  In  our  opinion; 
this  piece  seems  closer  to  MS-60.  First  order 

gets  it  for  only . 950.00  | 

1802  Reverse  of  ’02.  B-2,  C-2.  G-5.  A  pleasing 
specimen,  for  the  grade,  of  one  of  the  most 
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elusive  business  strike  issues  in  the  entire  half 
cent  series.  A  date  that  is  always  in  demand, 
and  which  is  quite  difficult  to  find  in  high 
grades . 395.00 


1803  B-3,  C-3.  AU-50.  Extremely  difficult  to 

locate  in  this  high  grade.  Unlike  certain  variet¬ 
ies  of  1804  and  1806,  the  1803  was  not  found 
in  hoards.  A  prize  coin  for  the  specialist  and 
connoisseur.  This  listing  contains  a  nicer  and 
larger  selection  of  half  cents  than  we’ve  offered 
in  quite  some  time.  We  hope  you  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  it!  . 2,150.00 

1804  Spiked  Chin  variety:  •  B-7,  C-8.  VF-20. 

$140  •  Early  Die  Date.  B-6,  C-6.  VF-25.  $350  • 
B-7,  C-8  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache).  Glossy  light 
brown  surfaces.  Conservatively  graded;  a  case 
could  be  made  for  grading  it  VF-35  or  even  as 
high  as  EF-40.  A  really  nice  example!  $275  •  B- 
6,  C-8.  VF-35.  Splendid  surfaces.  $295  •  B-7, 
C-8.  EF-45  $435  •  B-6,  C-6.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC) . 2,495.00 

The  “spiked  chin”  detail  of  this  popular  variety  is  believed  to 
have  been  caused  when  a  screw  that  held  the  working  die  in 
place  in  the  coining  press  worked  loose,  clashing  with  the 
obverse  die,  thus  causihg  the  details  of  the  damaged  area  to 
transfer  to  coins  struck  from  this  die. 

1804  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  B-8,  C-9.  F-12.  ..95.00 

1804  Plain  4.  Stemless:  •  B-10,  C-13.  VF-20. 
$1 10  •  B-10,  C-13.  AU-50,  some  tiny  scratches. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed,  as  always . 295.00 

1805:  •  Small  5.  Stemless.  B-l,  C-l.  AU-58. 
Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  $895  •  Small  6.  No 
Stars.  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  A  beautiful  half 
cent  with  some  traces  of  faded  original  mint 
lustre;  you  could  grade  this  MS-60  without  fear 
of  contradiction . 934.00 

1806  Small  6.  Stemless.  B-3,  C-l.  Small  6 

No  Stars.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 945.00 

1807  Die  State  3.  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50  (PCGS). 
Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  1807  is  rarely 
seen  in  this  high  grade;  most  coins  were  well 
circulated,  and  none  was  represented  in  the 
Chapman,  et  al.  hoards.  An  ideal  specimen  for 
a  high-level  specialized  collection.  ...  1,095.00 

1808/7  C-2,  VF-25,  very  lightly  porous,  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Exhibits  excellent  definition  of 
details  for  the  grade.  An  elusive  variety  at  this 
level . , . 950.00 

1809/6  9  over  inverted  9  in  date.  First  year  of  the 
Classic  Head  style:  •  B-5,  C-5.  VF-30.  $110  • 
AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) . 375.00 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  VF-30 . 95.00 

1825  B-2,  C-2.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous 

brown  surfaces.  Not  easy  to  find  in  this  high 
grade . 1,450.00 

1826  B-l,  C-l:  •  AU-50.  $295  •  B-l,  C-l.  MS- 

62  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  Lustrous  brown.  A 
nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 595.00 

1828  13  Stars.  B-2,  C-3.  AU-58 . 235.00 

1828  12  Stars:  •  B-3,  C-2.  Curious  and  popular 
variety.  VF-20.  $69  •  VF-30.  $95  •  B-3,  C-2. 
AU-55  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  surfaces.  Not 
at  all  easy  to  find  in  this  high  grade;  in  AU 


preservation  it  is  at  least  100  times  rarer  than  in 
VF  grade!  . 695.00 

The  1828  12-Stars  half  cent  is  the  only  issue  of  its  denomina¬ 
tion  bearing  the  wrong  count  of  12  obverse  stars.  Possibly, 
someone  at  the  Mint  was  not  paying  attention  and  punched  the 
wrong  number  of  stars  in  the  obverse  die.  The  only  other  federal 
issue  with  this  erroneous  star  count  is  the  1832  $5  gold  piece. 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS).  A  sleeper  of 
sorts;  dozens  of  times  rarer  than  1828  13  Stars 

in  this  grade! . 325.00 

1833:  •  B-l,  C-l.  MS-61  BN  (PCGS).  $250  •  B-l, 
C-l.  MS-61  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  $295  •  B-l,  C- 

1.  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 595.00 

1834  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 345.00 

1835:  •  B-l,  C-2.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  $235 
•  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 295.00 


1843  Original  Proof  Half  Cent 
Large  Berries  on  Reverse 


1843  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof- 
63  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid  coin  with  chestnut 
brown  surfaces.  With  large  berries  in  the  re¬ 
verse  wreath,  it  thus  qualifies  as  a  rare  and 
highly  prized  original  striking.  It  has  been  a 
long  time  since  we  have  had  one  of  these  in  our 
inventory.  It  is  usually  only  when  old-time 
collections  are  dispersed  that  there  is  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  a  specimen.  An  American 
numismatic  classic . 5,250.00 


Looking  for  a  challenge?  Consider  building 
a  set  of  original  Large  Berries  Proof  half  cents  of  the 
Proof-only  issues,  1840-1848  plus  1849Small  Date. 
It  will  take  you  several  years  to  complete  the  task, 
and  when  finished  you  will  have  a  collection  which 
few  numismatists  can  match. 


1846  Original  Proof  Half  Cent 
Large  Berries  on  Reverse 


1846  Original.  Large  Berries.  Proof- 
63  BN  (PCGS).  Original  1846  Proof  half  cents 
are  exceedingly  rare,  and  often  a  period  of 
years  goes  by  between  offerings  in  our  stock  or 
in  our  auction  sales.  Probably  no  more  than  two 
dozen  are  known  to  exist,  most  of  which  do  not 
equal  this  specimen.  Rich  brown  mirror  sur¬ 
faces.  A  splendid  coin  for  the  advanced  special¬ 
ist  and  connoisseur.  An  1846  original  Proof  half 
cent  is  dozens  of  times  rarer  than  a  Proof  1895 
dollar  in  the  same  grade! . 5,250.00 


1849  Original  Proof  Half  Cent 
Large  Berries  on  Reverse 


1849  Small  Date.  Original.  Large 
Berries.  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  Beautiful 
medium  reddish  brown  mirror  surfaces.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare;  we  have  had  fewer  than  three  or 
four  specimens  in  stock  in  as  many  decades  of 
coin  dealing.  In  fact,  we  have  handled  more 
1894-S  dimes  and  1838-0  half  dollars  than  we 
have  had  original  Proof  1849  Small  Date  half 
cents!  If  you  have  been  searching  for  this  rarity, 
telephone  to  reserve  this  one.  It  may  be  years 
before  we  are  able  to  offer  you  another!  In 
today’s  market  the  price  for  this  rarity  is  ex¬ 
tremely  favorable  to  the  buyer.  Take  advantage 
of  it! . 5,995.00 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  MS-60  BN  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1851  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  One  of  the  more 

available  Braided  Hair  half  cents  at  this  level.  As 
such,  consider  it  for  a  type  set . 235.00 


1853:  •  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  $235  •  B-l, 
C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Well  struck  and  very 
lustrous,  with  rich  tan  surfaces  and  frosty  red 
highlights.  An  ideal  selection  for  a  high-grade 
collection.  We  have  never  seen  one  of  this  date 
with  full  mint  red.  Certainly,  the  present  coin  is 

among  the  finest  known  to  exist . 1,950.00 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  lovely 
specimen! . 1,950.00 

Large  Cents 


1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  Sheldon-1  lb. 
F-12.  Very  attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  An 
ideal  specimen  at  this  grade  level.  ...2,950.00 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 
1-800-222-5993 
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Attractive  1793  Wreath  Cent 
Lettered  Edge,  F-15 


1793  Wreath.  Lettered  Edge.  S-11C.  F-15. 

One  of  the  most  popular  and  desirable  issues  in 
the  early  large  cent  series.  Glossy  tan  surfaces. 
A  small  obverse  rim  mark  at  9:00  does  not 
detract  significantly  from  the  overall  appear¬ 
ance.  A  tiny  obverse  planchet  fissure,  as  struck, 
is  noted  for  accuracy,  as  is  a  small,  faint  pin 
scratch  at  the  date.  You  are  protected  by  our 
money-back  guarantee;  in-person  we  know 
you’ll  really  like  this  coin,  although  we  have 
been  a  bit  technical  in  our  description  of  it. 
Above  average  for  the  grade .  A  piece  that  will  fit 
nicely  in  a  high-quality  type  set . 3,350.00 

1793  Vine  &  Bars  Wreath  Cent 
S-9;  F-15 


1793  Wreath.  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-9.  F-15 

(PCGS)  Attractive  light  brown  surfaces.  A 
very  nice  example  of  the  date.  Ideal  for  a 
specialized  or  type  collection . 3,450.00 

1 794  S-30.  VF-35  BN  (NGC).  Beautiful  medium 

brown  surfaces.  The  obverse  portrait  was  called 
the  Amiable  Face  by  Dr.  Edward  Maris,  19th- 
century  student  of  the  series.  You’ll  have  an 
amiable  face,  too,  when  this  splendid  coin 
arrives  in  your  mailbox! . 1,400.00 


Need  Your  Coins 
(or  Numismatic 
Books)  Delivered 
Overnight? 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now 
offering  overnight  delivery 
of  coins  (or  ask  about  our 
book  rates)  as  a  special  service  for 
established  clients.  Simply  add  $10, 
and  we’ll  send  your  order  to  your 
street  address  via  overnight  deliv¬ 
ery!  (Sorry,  no  box  numbers.)  Please 
request  this  service  when  ordering. 


Beautiful  AU  1794  S-57  Cent 
Maris’  Pyramidal  Head 


1794  S-57.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  coin  with 
richly  glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  and  su¬ 
perb  definition  of  design  detail.  An  aesthetic 
treat!  Called  by  Maris  the  Pyramidal  Head, 
due  to  the  somewhat  even  slant  of  the  left  side 
of  the  hair  and  the  right  side  of  the  face.  At  the 
lower  left  side  of  the  liberty  cap  is  a  tiny  raised 
area  caused  by  an  engraving  tool  during  the  die 
manufacturing  process,  giving  rise  to  the  more 
modem  nomenclature,  Button  Cap,  for  the  va¬ 
riety.  If  you  are  seeking  a  1794  cent  for  a  type 
set,  this  coin  will  fill  the  bill  exactly.  Likewise, 
the  cent  specialist  will  no  doubt  find  it  to  be  the 
highlight  of  any  specialized  collection  of  the 
1794  date . 4,750.00 


1796  Draped  Bust.  Late  state.  S-92.  VG-8.  ...365.00 

1796  Draped  Bust.  S-115.  VG-10.  Late  die 
state.  Pleasing  light  brown  surfaces.  Rare  vari¬ 
ety . 1,350.00 


Condition  Census  1798/7  Cent 
S-152  Overdate 


1798/7  S-152.  Overdate.  Sharpness  of 
EF-45.  Net  VF-35.  Condition  Census.  An 

attractive  specimen  of  this  issue;  a  find  for  the 
large  cent  specialist . 3,350.00 


1798:  •  S-154.  Rarity-4  +  .  Net  F-15.  With 
sharpness  of  VF-30,  but  lightly  burnished  to 
ameliorate  the  effects  of  light  porosity.  This 
coin  is  attractive  overall,  and  guaranteed  to 
please.  $975  •  S-179.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Abeau- 

tiful  coin . 1,650.00 

1811  S-287.  VF-20.  Avery  attractive  example  of 
this  Classic  Head  issue . 895.00 


Want  List  Program 

Do  you  have  a  want  list  for  special  coins  you 
are  seeking?  Send  it  to  us,  and  we  will  let  you 
know  when  we  come  across  the  items  you  are 
seeking. 


1811  S-287  Large  Cent 
Splendid  AU 


1811  S-287.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Medium  brown. 
Mark  in  field  near  second  star.  A  high-grade 
example  of  this  popular  issue . 3,250.00 


1813  S-292.  EF-45  (ANACS  Cache).  ..  1,750.00 
1817  13  Stars.  Newcomb-2,  Rarity-3.  EF- 

40.  Attractive  deep  mahogany  surfaces  with¬ 
out  significant  contact  marks.  Choice  for  the 

grade,  and  guaranteed  to  please! . 465.00 

1817  15Stars:  •  N-16.  AU-50.  A  nice  specimen 
of  one  of  our  very  favorite  large  cent  varieties; 
one  of  the  most  curious  and  unexplained  anoma¬ 
lies  in  the  series.  $1295  •  AU-58.  Attractive 


lustrous  brown  surfaces . 1,375.00 

1819  N-3.  EF-40 . 435.00 


1821  AU-55  (PCGS).  It  is  not  often  that  we 
encounter  a  high-grade  1821  cent,  and  when 
we  do,  we  usually  buy  it.  This  coin  has  particu¬ 
larly  attractive  surfaces,  a  nice  mixture  of  brown 


and  reddish  toning  hues . 3,350.00 

1822  N-3.  EF-40.  Cheap  at . 325.00 


1823/2:  •  N-lb.  Rarity-2.  VF-35.  A  medium 
brown  specimen  with  plainly  evident  details.  A 
light  scattering  of  tiny  obverse  marks,  commen¬ 
surate  with  the  grade,  are  mentioned  for  accu¬ 
racy.  1823/2  cents  are  very  difficult  to  find  in 
higher  grades,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that 
we  are  able  to  buy  an  attractive  one  for  our 
stock.  $  1 ,850  •  N- 1 .  EF-40.  Very  elusive  at  this 
and  higher  grade  levels.  $2,150  •  N-l.  EF-45. 

A  gorgeous  coin . 3,950.00 

1825  N-l.  Rarity-4.  VF-30 . 695.00 

1826:  •  N-5.  EF-40.  $375  •  N-5.  AU-50.  Sharp 
and  lustrous  medium  brown  fields.  A  thor¬ 
oughly  satisfying  example.  $595  •  N-7.  AU-58 

(NGC).  Lustrous  frosty  brown . 895.00 

1827  N-2.  Rarity  3.  EF-45.  A  rich  chocolate 
brown  specimen  of  this  popular  and  desirable 
issue,  with  a  few  faint  scattered  obverse  marks 
mentioned  for  accuracy . 1,095.00 
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1827  N-ll.  AU-50.  Tiny  planchet  crack  on  rim. 

A  sharply  struck,  lustrous  beauty,  a  coin  with  an 
exceptionally  high  degree  of  aesthetic  appeal. 
See  it  and  you’ll  love  it — which  reminds  us  to 
suggest  that  any  item  we  offer  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review  can  be  inspected  on  approval  if  you  are 
an  established  client . 695.00 

1828  N-ll.  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache).  Glossy, 

lustrous  brown  surfaces . 825.00 

1831  N-2.  VF-30 . 195.00 

1837  Beaded  Hair  Cords:  •  N-10.  EF-45.  $135  • 

AU-50 . 195.00 

1839  Head  of ’40,  Braided  Hair:  •  N-8.  EF-40.  $135 
•  N-8.  AU-50.  Choice,  lustrous  brown.  ..295.00 


1839/6  N-l.  F-15  BN  (NGC).  The  1839/6  was 
made  from  an  unused  1836  die,  contrary  to 
what  Howard  R.  Newcomb  says  in  his  book.  For 
some  unexplained  reason,  nearly  all  known 
specimens  of  this  overdate  are  in  lower  grades. 
Rare  in  any  preservation,  this  1839/6  is  a 
beauty . 1,550.00 


1839  Booby  Head.  N-13.  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

Actually,  this  is  red  and  brown,  with  a  very 
generous  portion  of  original  mint  red  present, 
mingled  with  glossy,  lustrous  brown  surfaces.  A 
delightful  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired 
varieties  among  large  cents  of  this  era.  Among 
our  new  purchases,  this  coin  is  one  of  our 
favorites! . 3,295.00 


1841  N-4b.  MS-64,  brown.  Glossy,  light  brown. 
An  extremely  attractive  piece.  A  high-grade 
coin  for  the  advanced  numismatist.  .3,295.00 

1842  Small  Date.  N-2:  •  AU-55.  Chocolate 

brown.  $365  •  MS-63/65,  red  and  brown  A 
gorgeous  cent,  with  the  reverse  being  nearly  full 
original  mint  red.  Quality  such  as  this  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  elusive  on  the  market.  The  connois¬ 
seur  will  appreciate  this  coin . 1,450.00 

1843  Type  of  ’42.  N-15.  VF-30.  Rarity-4.  A  quite 

attractive  example  of  the  popular  Petite  Head 
style . 135.00 


1844:  •  N-7  EF-45.  $295  •  N-6.  EF-45.  $365  •  N- 
7 .  AU-50.  A  small  toning  spot  is  noted  beneath 
Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  $395  •  N-l.  MS-60.  Lus¬ 
trous  “woodgrain”  surface  highlights.  Remnants 
of  erroneous  18  in  field  to  left  of  existing  18  in 
date . 450.00 

1846  Small  Date:  •  N-l.  MS-60.  $425  •  N-6. 
MS-64  BN  (NGC).  An  excellent  value  in  this 
grade,  especially  when  you  consider  that  it  is 
about  half  the  price  of  an  MS-65  coin.  There  is 
a  lot  of  value  to  be  had  on  today’s  market  in  MS- 
63  and  MS-64  coins,  and  savvy  buyers  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  opportunity.  ..495.00 

1847  N-5.  Rarity  3  +  .  AU-50.  Attractive  deep  tan 

surfaces . 325.00 

1848  N-16.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  A  pleasing, 

lustrous  coin . 425.00 

1849  N-16.  Rarity-5 +.  AU-50.  If  you  are  a  special¬ 
ist,  this  belongs  in  your  cabinet.  A  Condition 
Census  specimen  of  this  major  rarity.  .625.00 

1852:  •  N-3.  AU-50.  $165  •  AU-55.  $145  •  N-7. 
MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  $265  •  N-22.  MS-63  BN 
(NGC) . 295.00 

1853:  •  N-3.  AU-55.  $215  •  N-20.  MS-61  RB 
(PCGS).  $295  •  N-25.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  $315 
•  N-13.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  $315  •  N-25.  MS-64 
BN  (NGC).  What  a  nice  array  of  Mint  State 
Braided  Hair  cents  we  offer  here!  Use  this  great 
selection  to  add  to  your  collection . 375.00 

1856:  •  N-14.  AU-53  (PCGS).  $145  •  N-6. 
MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  $295  •  N-19.  MS-63  BN 
(PCGS) . 315.00 

1857  Large  Date.  If  you’ve  wanted  a  nice  1857 
large  cent,  take  your  pick  of  one  of  these:  •  N- 
1.  AU-55.  $245  •  N-l.  MS-60  BN  (ANACS 
Cache).  $425  •  N-l.  MS-62  BN  (ANACS 
Cache).  $475  •  N-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC). 
$575  •  N-l.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  $695  •  N-l. 
MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red.  $1,495  •  N-l. 
MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  example! 
It  is  not  often  that  we  have  the  chance  to  offer 
an  1857  Mint  State  large  cent  of  this  calibre.  An 
important  opportunity  for . 1,495.00 

In  our  opinion,  the  1857  large  cent  is  quite  undervalued  on 
the  present  market.  The  pricing  is  only  slightly  more  than  that 
of  a  “type”  cent  of  the  1850s,  but  as  a  date  an  AU  (for  example) 
1857  large  cent  is  at  least  two  dozen  times  rarer  than  an  1851. 
Large  cents  of  this  date  were  minted  only  in  January  1857. 
Apparently,  most  of  the  low  mintage  of  the  1857  large  cent 
went  to  the  melting  pot  prior  to  release. 

Small  Cents 


Flying  Eagle  Cents 

1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-62  (PCGS).  ...335.00 

1858/7  MS-63  (PCGS).  Only  rarely  do  we  have 

the  chance  to  offer  a  Mint  State  specimen  of  this 
rare  overdate.  The  present  coin  is  an  attractive 
piece,  with  the  overdate  very  sharp,  and  with 
pleasing  light  golden  fields.  The  connoisseur 
will  not  have  to  look  beyond  this  coin — the 
search  for  quality  stops  here . 3,575.00 

1858  Large  Letters.  MS-63  (PCGS).  .495.00 

Indian  Hetwl  Cents 

1859.  Only  year  of  the  type  with  laurel  wreath 
reverse:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $345  •  MS-64 
(NGC).  A  splendid,  lustrous  coin  ideal  for  a 
type  set . 650.00 


1860  MS-62  (PCGS) . 185.00 

1861.  Lowest  mintage  Civil  War  era  cent:  •  MS- 
64.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  a  couple  of 
minor  flyspecks  noted  for  accuracy.  As  always, 
your  satisfaction  is  guaranteed!  $435  •  MS-65 

(NGC) . 875.00 

1862:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $210  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
$950  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing 
sparkling  little  gem  that  will  look  just  right  in  a 

superb  quality  type  set . 1,950.00 

1863.  Popular  Civil  War  year:  •  MS-63.  $210  • 

MS-64  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  240.00 

1864  bronze:  •  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  A  hint  of 

toning  at  the  centers  keeps  this  from  a  full  “red” 
designation.  $195  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  $265  • 
MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  $450  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC) 
$450  •  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  $975  •  MS-65 
RD  (NGC) . 975.00 

1864-L  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Indian  series: 

•  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Doubled 

Date.  $795  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 675.00 

1865:  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  $210  •  MS-65,  red 
and  brown . 395.00 

1865  Plain  5/Fancy  5.  Breen-1966.  MS-64 

RD  (NGC).  Just  about  as  nice  as  the  day  it  was 
made! . 995.00 

1866  MS-62  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 265.00 

1867:  •  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-63  RB 

(PCGS) . 345.00 

1868:  •  AU-50.  $175  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  525.00 
1869/9  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  orange  and 
rich  red  surface  highlights.  A  very  lustrous 
example  of  the  scarce  and  desirable  Repunched 
Date  variety  that  often  used  to  be  referred  to  as 
1869/8 . 1,195.00 

While  examination  of  the  date  area  readily  reveals  the 
repunching,  no  mention  of  the  variety  is  made  on  the  PCGS 
holder. 

1869  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  first-class  specimen 

of  this  scarce  date . 725.00 

1870:  •  MS-61  RB  (PCGS).  A  pale  orange 
specimen  with  deeper  shades  of  red  in  evi¬ 
dence.  Attractive  for  the  grade.  $475  •  MS-63 
RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 595.00 

We’ve  always  enjoyed  buying  and  selling  Indian  cents.  Per¬ 
haps  more  so  than  in  any  other  popular  series,  choice  quality 
coins  are  difficult  to  find,  especially  at  the  AU  and  Mint  State 
levels.  The  majority  of  coins  encountered  in  the  marketplace, 
perhaps  even  the  vast  majority,  have  been  cleaned  or  treated. 
It  takes  a  lot  of  patience  to  cherrypick  really  nice  coins  for  our 
stock! 

1871  F-12 . 175.00 

1872:  •  VF-20.  $265  •  MS-63  RB  (ANACS 

Cache) . 275.00 

1873  Closed  3:  •  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache). 
$575  •  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  Generous 
amounts  of  mint  red  enhance  the  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces  of  this  attractive  coin.  $795  •  MS-64  RB 
(NGC).  Nearly  full  original  blazing  mint  red. 
This  beauty  will  sell  quickly  for  only ...  795.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 215.00 

1874:  •  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  $295  •  MS-64  RB 

(PCGS) . 375.00 

1875:  •  VF-30  (ANACS  Cache).  $39  •  MS-63  RB 
(ANACS  Cache).  $285  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS). 
$285  •  MS-64  BN.  $235  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC). 

Nearly  full  red . 550.00 

1876:  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-65,  red 

and  brown . 695.00 

1877.  Hard  to  keep  in  stock!  Wish  we  had  more  of 
them!  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 2,350.00 
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1878:  •  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  $595  • 
Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  beauty 
which  goes  beyond  the  definition  of  Proof-65; 
indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  Proof 
Indian  cents  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of 
any  date!  Beware!  Move  cautiously!  Order  this 
at  the  risk  of  being  spoiled  when  you  get  it,  for 
completing  an  entire  set  of  Proofs  in  this  grade 
would  be  an  impossibility,  even  if  your  surname 
were  Rockefeller! . 1,395.00 

1879:  •  MS-62  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  $99  •  Proof- 
64  RB  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1879  marks  the  beginning  of  the  “common”  dates  in  the 
Indian  series.  An  interesting  pursuit  would  be  to  assemble  a 
“short  set”  of  Indian  cents  from  1879  to  1909,  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues.  In  the  present  market  such  coins  are  quite  inexpen¬ 
sive.  This  does  not  mean  that  high-grade,  choice  quality  coins 
are  easy  to  find,  because  they  are  not.  Of  such  situations, 
opportunities  are  made. 

1880  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1881  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1882  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1883:  •  MS-64  BN.  $130  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS). 

$140  •  MS-64  RB.  $140  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC). 
$295  •  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS) . 575.00 

1884:  •  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  $145  •  MS-64  RB 
(PCGS).  $195  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 350.00 

1885  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 199.00 

1886  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Specimen  with  Type  I 

obverse  die . 365.00 


1889:  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  $79  •  Proof-65  RB 

(PCGS) . 575.00 

1890  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Choice  overall  for 
the  grade,  but  with  some  interesting  obverse 
planchet  laminations,  as  struck.  Outstanding 

aesthetic  quality . 475.00 

1891:  •  MS-62  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  $45  •  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 75.00 

1892:  •  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  $75  •  Proof-64 

RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1893  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 115.00 

1894:  •  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  $125  •  MS-63 
RD  (NGC).  $175  •  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  ..465.00 

1895  MS-64  BN  (ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1896  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 59.00 

1897:  •  MS-63  BN  (ANACS  Cache).  $45  •  Proof-64 

RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 235.00 

1899  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 59.00 

1900:  •  MS-63  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  $45  •  MS-64 
RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 115.00 

1901  Proof-65  RD  (ANACS  Cache).  A  gem 

that  will  delight  the  Indian  cent  specialist  and 
type  collector.  A  sparkling  beauty! . 950.00 

1902  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 99.00 

1904:  •  MS-64,  red  and  brown  $75  •  MS-65 

RB  (PCGS).  $135  •  Proof-63  BN  (ANACS 

Cache) . 195.00 

1907:  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  $85  •  MS-65,  red  and 


brown . 185.00 

1908  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 99.00 


1908- S  First  year  of  branch  mint  cent  coinage:  • 

EF  45.  $95  •  MS-63,  red.  $395  •  MS-65  RD 
(PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen.  $1,195  •  MS- 
65  RD  (NGC).  Quite  scarce  in  this  high 
grade . 1,195.00 

Indian  cents  were  coined  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint  only  in 
the  years  1908  and  1909. 

1909:  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  $55  •  MS-64  RB 
(PCGS) . 99.00 

1909- S  MS-64  RB  (ANACS  Cache).  Only 

309,000  were  minted,  the  lowest  production 
figure  of  any  regular  issue . 725.00 

Lincoln  Cents 

1909  V.D.B  MS-66  RB  (NGC) . .....85.00 

1909-S  V.D.B. :  •  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  A  lustrous 
beauty!  $725  •  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A  very 
nice  specimen  of  one  of  America’s  most  desired 
20th-century  coins.  In  the  1950s,  when  Lincoln 
cents  were  the  most  popular  series  to  collect 
(today,  that  distinction  goes  to  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars),  we  would  get  so  many  orders  for  1909-S 
V.D.B.  Lincoln  cents  that  we  would  often  omit 
them  from  our  catalogues,  in  the  hope  that 
customers  would  pay  attention  to  some  of  our 
other  coins!  . 925.00 

1909- S  Lincoln.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 335.00 

1910- S  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 135.00 

191 1- S  MS-66  RB  (NGC).  Splendiferous!  Can 

you  find  a  better  one? . 1,150.00 

1912- D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 340.00 

1913- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215.00 

1914:  •  MS-60.  $59  •  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  135.00 

1915-D  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 135.00 

191 7- D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 445.00 

1918- D  MS-64,  red  and  brown . 165.00 

1919  MS-64  RB  (Hallmark) . 45.00 

1919- D  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1920  MS-65,  red.  A  dazzling  coin . 115.00 

1921  MS-64  RD  (ANACS  Cache) . 119.00 

1921-S:  •  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  $225  •  MS-63  RD 

(PCGS).  $325  •  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
red  and  brown  surfaces . 495.00 


1922  No  D.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  well-struck 
example  of  this  issue  on  the  reverse.  The  ob¬ 
verse  shows  typical  weakness,  of  course  (other¬ 
wise  it  wouldn’t  be  a  No-D  variety),  however,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most  examples  seen.  Sure 
to  please!  . 2,350.00 

1922-D  AU-50 . 45.00 

1924  MS-65  RD . 175.00 

1924- D:  •  MS-60.  $235  •  MS-64  RB  (ANACS 

Cache) . 525.00 

1925- D  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 325.00 

1926- S  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  One  of  the 

nicest  we  have  handled  recently . 1,095.00 

1927- D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling,  brilliant 

mint  red  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  readily 
available  in  lower  grades  but  which  emerges  as 
a  scarce  issue  at  this  level . 995.00 

1928- D  MS-64  BN  (PCGS) . 75.00 


******** 

**  \ 

*  SPECIAL  OFFER:  ** 

*  Priced  \ 
\  as  low  as  / 


CHOICE  OF  GREAT  COINS 


Fall  Closeout 
Specials! 

Beautiful  coins  at  low  prices! 


GET 

YOURS 

TODAY! 


1)  1950-D  Jefferson  5<t,  MS-63  for  just  $7.  This  key 
low-mintage  date  was  the  most  popular  of  all  U.S. 
coin  investments  in  the  1950s  and  early  1960’s! 

2)  1948-S  Washington  25<C,  MS-63  for  just  $13. 
They’re  selling  like  hotcakes! 

3)  1957  Franklin  50<t,  Proof  63  for  just  $15.  A 
glittering,  brilliant  beauty! 

4)  1943,  1944,  or  1945  Liberty  Walking  50<t,  MS-65 
PCGS  for  just  $99  each.  One  of  the  most  beautiful 
designs  ever  minted. 
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This  &  That 

News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


THANKS  to  William  N.  Beach  who  sent  us  a 
copy  of  his  book,  The  Gold  Frog,  a  riddle  in  11 
chapters,  centered,  sort  of,  on  a  numismatic  theme: 

1773  Virginia  halfpennies. 

*  *  * 

KIM  LONGACRE,  a  direct  descendant  of  Chief 
Engraver  James  B.  Longacre  (designer  of  the  In¬ 
dian  cent  and  numerous  other  coins),  recently  met 
with  Michael  Wescott,  founder  of  the  American 
Nickel  Collector’s  Association.  According  to  Michael, 
she  was  a  member  of  the  rock  band  The  Reivers  and 

is  now  a  teacher  in  Texas. 

★  *  * 

YOU  CAN’T  GET  CHEAPER  than  this:  In  the 
December  1960  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  J.E. 
Harmon,  a  specialist  in  silver  dollars,  offered  sev¬ 
eral  varieties  of  Peace  dollars — 1926-D,  1928-S, 
1934-D,  1935-S — in  Good  grade  at  face  value  of  $1 
each!  (During  the  course  of  our  research  for  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia  we  spent  hundreds  of  hours 
checking  advertisements,  dealer  price  lists,  and 
auction  results  from  1860  to  date  and  discovered 

quite  a  few  interesting  things.) 

★  ★  * 

THE  MYSTERY  FILM  on  page  49  of  our  Rare 
Coin  Review  No.  88  drew  this  response  from  Eve 
Golden,  film  historian:  “The  photo  was  probably 
taken  in  1914  when  D.W.  Griffith’s  two-reel  film 
The  Escape  opened.  The  ‘Don’t  Marry’  gag  evolves 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  a  rather  unpleasant 
eugenics  movie  about  how  the  mentally  ill  should 
not  be  permitted  to  reproduce;  and  this  from  the 
guy  who  gave  us  Intolerance!  It  starred  Mae  Marsh, 

Blanche  Sweet,  and  Robert  Harron.” 

*  *  * 

WE  ARE  SURE  they  didn’t  mean  to  state  it 
quite  this  way:  “Mint  Issues  Popular  Product  for 
First  Time  Since  1964” — headline  in  news  release 
from  the  U.S.  Mint  received  in  June.  What  they 
meant  to  say  is  that  a  former  popular  product,  a 
Proof  set  containing  silver  coins,  was  now  being 
issued  once  again.  However,  quite  a  few  other 
products  issued  since  1 964  in  other  categories  have 
been  popular. 

*  ★  ★ 

INCREASE  YOUR  VOCABULARY  by  adding 
this  word:  gephyrophobia.  (fear  of  bridges — sub¬ 
ject  of  a  recent  article  in  USA  Today ) 


NOT  A  CURE  for  insomnia:  The  following  is 
from  a  description  of  Dave  Bowers’  two-volume, 
1,744-page  set,  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History,  in  a  recent  public  auction  of 
numismatic  literature  held  by  Empire  Coins.  “So 
many  amusing  anecdotes  that  you  will  stay  up  all 

night  reading  them  (I  did!).” 

*  *  * 

MORE  UNUSUAL  HEADLINES:  From  the 
book,  More  Headlines,"  compiled  by  Jay  Leno: 

“State  to  Punish  Duck 
Violators,”  “If  U.S.  Bases 
Close,  Prostitutes  Would 
Likely  Be  Out  of  Work,” 

“Storm  Delayed  by  Bad 
Weather,”  “Studies  Indi¬ 
cate  Fat  Intake  Affects 
Obesity,”  “Experts  Are 
Sure  the  Dow  Will  Either 
Rise  or  Decline,”  “  ‘Low 
Pay  Reason  For  Poverty,’ 

Study  Says,”  “Teacher 
Dies — Board  Accepts  His 
Resignation,”  “Dentists 
Favor  Breast  Feeding,” 
and  “Area  Man  Wins  Award  for  Nuclear  Plant 
Accident.” 

*  *  * 

THE  FOLLOWING  caught  our  eye  recently  in 
a  column  in  COINage  written  by  David  Ganz: 

“Extraordinary  achievement:  Dave  Bowers’  new 
book  on  silver  dollars  and  trade  dollars  (about 
1,000  pages)  at  $49.95  . . .  The  book  is  a  treasure 
trove  of  information;  the  author  is  a  national 
treasure  .  .  .  Orders:  (800)  222-5993. 

Prices  realized  at  Bowers  &  Merena’s  Somerset 
Collection  sale:  a  1943  copper  cent  in  EF,  $12,650 
.  .  .  What  a  difference  a  year  makes:  a  1944  steel 
cent,  MS-63,  brought  $5,775.  .  .  .” 

Thank  you,  David,  for  your  nice  comments! 

★  ★  ★ 

RUDYARD  KIPLING  on  the  subject  of  “bor¬ 
rowing”  ideas  from  others:  “They  copied  all  they 
could  follow  /  But  they  could  not  copy  our  mind,  / 
And  we  left  them  sweating  and  swearing,  /  A  year 

and  a  half  behind.”  (from  Mary  Glouster) 

*  ★  ★ 

THE  MUSIC  GOES  ROUND:  In  the  1920s 
player  pianos  were  all  the  rage  in  America,  and  the 


leading  manufacturer,  the  Aeolian  Company,  had 
a  skyscraper  on  Fifth  Avenue  and  was  listed  on  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange.  Since  then  players  have 
faded.  Now  comes  Yamaha  with  its  Disklavier,  an 
electronic  version  of  the  player  piano,  which  repro¬ 
duces  music  recorded  by  Liberace  and  other  pia¬ 
nists.  The  unit  can  “deliver  every  touch,  every 
nuance,  even  the  exact  pedaling  of  a  performance. 

A  remarkable  54%  of  the  Disklavier’s  buyers  do  not 
even  know  how  to  play  the  piano.”  The  more  things 
change,  the  more  they  are  the  same,  (quoted 
material  from  The  New  York  Times) 

*  *  * 

WHAT  PRESIDENT  kept  the  most  exotic  pets 
in  the  White  House?  The  answer.  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  whose  menagerie  included  “everything 
from  flying  squirrels  to  a  small  bear.”  (from  Presi¬ 
dential  Pets,  a  new  book  by  Niall  Kelly) 

★  ★  * 

THE  MINT  meets  the  people:  A  recent  release 
from  the  Treasury  Department  informed  your  edi¬ 
tor  that  the  United  States  Mint  was  going  to  have 
a  sales  exhibit  at  the  Orange  County  (California) 
Fair — where,  presumably,  the  “best-minted  coins” 
might  be  eligible  for  a  blue  ribbon  along  with  the 

best  cow,  the  best  corn,  and  other  such  things. 

★  *  * 

THANKS  TO  THE  NUMISMATIC  LITER¬ 
ARY  GUILD  for  the  many  awards  bestowed  upon 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  during  its  recent 
annual  meeting.  “Book  of  the  Year  Award”  honors 

went  to  Dave  Bowers’ 
Commemorative  Coins 
of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia. 
The  same  author  also 
won  top  honors  for  the 
best  column  in  a  non¬ 
profit  coin  periodical 
for  its  monthly  “Coins 
and  Collectors”  appear¬ 
ing  in  The  Numisma¬ 
tist.  And,  perhaps  best 
of  all  for  present  read¬ 
ers,  our  own  Rare  Coin 
Review  was  once  again 
designated  as  the  very  best  fixed-price  periodical 
published  by  any  rare  coin  dealer.  We  deeply 
appreciate  these  honors  and  will  strive  to  continue 
to  do  our  best. 

*  *  * 

CONGRATULATIONS  go  out  to  John  Colby, 
of  Portland,  Maine,  for  earning  the  Sol  Kaplan 
Award  given  by  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild.  John’s  sharp  observation  of  some  coin  ban¬ 
dits  helped  the  police  solve  over  three  dozen  bur¬ 
glaries  in  nearby  communities.  Further,  Portland 

honored  him  with  its  “Civilian  of  the  Year”  Award. 
★  *  * 

HOLOGRAMS  are  the  coming  thing  in  many 
areas  of  publishing,  and  recently  Ed  Metzger,  of 
Whitman  Publishing  Company,  gave  us  a  set  of 
holograms  featuring  silver  dollars.  The  detail  is  so 
excellent  that  even  under  fairly  strong  magnifica¬ 
tion  it  is  not  much  different  than  looking  at  an 
actual  coin.  What  a  boon  these  could  be  for  such 
disciplines  as  coin  grading  and  the  identification  of 
die  varieties!  Right  now,  the  cost  of  producing 
holograms  is  expensive.  However,  technology  be¬ 
ing  what  it  is,  perhaps  in  some  future  year  it  would 
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be  possible  for  anyone  to  have  a  high-grade  “Mor¬ 
gan  dollar  collection”  or  “set  of  1794  cents”  in 
hologram  form — and  to  enjoy  studying  them  close 
up.  Of  course,  it  won’t  be  a  substitute  for  owning 
the  actual  coins  themselves,  any  more  than  seeing 
a  travelogue  is  a  substitute  for  visiting  Hawaii,  but, 

certainly,  it’s  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 

★  *  * 

THE  MONEY  TREE,  well-known  sellers  of 
numismatic  books,  recently  reprinted  John  W. 
Haseltine’s  1883  sale  featuring  the  Sylvester  S. 
Crosby  Collection.  We  spent  a  pleasant  hour  look¬ 
ing  through  the  reprint — marveling  at  all  of  the 
interesting  Washington  medals,  tokens,  and  the 
like.  Haseltine’s  editorial  comments  were  particu¬ 
larly  interesting.  The  famous  1805  Eccleston  medal 
of  Washington  crossed  the  block  at  $5  and  was 
described  as  “the  finest  medal  of  Washington  ever 
struck.”  Whether  it  is  the  “finest”  is  a  matter  of 
opinion,  but  certainly  the  bust  of  Washington  is  the 
most  ornate.  Among  more  standard  items  were 
some  Proof  sets.  Would  you  believe  that  copper, 
nickel,  and  silver  Proof  sets  of  1880,  1881  and 
1882,  containing  both  the  Morgan  dollar  and  trade 
dollar,  sold  for  $4.20  per  set?  Unbelievable,  when 
one  reads  this  today.  An  1827  quarter  eagle.  Uncir¬ 
culated,  described  as  ‘Very  handsome,”  brought 
$7.  Only  50  copies  of  this  catalogue  have  been 
reprinted,  we  have  been  told,  and  we  don’t  know  if 
any  are  left.  Contact:  The  Money  Tree,  1260  Smith 

Court,  Rocky  River,  Ohio  44116. 

*  *  * 

DO  YOU  COLLECT  beans,  iron  men,  plunkers, 
or  smackeroos?  Chances  are  good  that  you  do.  A 
recent  editorial  in  Numismatic  News  gave  these 
unusual  expressions  under  the  heading  of  “silver 
dollar”  from  The  American  Thesaurus  of  Slang, 
1956  edition:  ball,  banger,  bat, 
bean,  berry,  biscuit,  bone,  can, 
cartwheel,  check,  checker, 
chip,  clam,  clank,  danker, 
coach  wheel,  drum,  iron  man, 
iron  smacker,  medal,  plank, 
planker,  plate,  platter,  plug, 
plunk,  plunker,  rock,  rocker, 
seed,  shiner,  sinker,  slug, 
smack,  smacker,  smackerino, 
and  smackeroo.  In  reality,  your 
editor  can  recall  having  heard 
just  a  few  of  these — cartwheel, 
of  course  is  common.  The  other 
day  while  reading  a  1964  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Congressional  Record 
I  learned  that  silver  dollars 
were  commonly  called  iron 

men  in  Montana  at  the  time. 

*  *  * 

A  NICE  ADDITION  to 

anyone’s  library  on  colonial 
coins  is  Money  of  Pre-Federal 
America,  edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg,  being  a 
synopsis  of  presentations  at  the  Coinage  of  the 
Americas  Conference,  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  May  1991.  Fine  articles  are  included  by  such 
numismatic  luminaries  as  Richard  G.  Doty,  John 
M.  Kleeberg,  Eric  P.  Newman,  Joseph  R.  Lasser, 
Philip  L.  Mossman,  Michael  Hodder,  Alan  M.  Stahl, 
and  William  Stelly.  For  information  write  to  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  Broadway  at  155th 
Street,  New  York,  New  York  10032.  fWe  don’t 


handle  this  in  our  Book  Department,  so  you  must 
contact  the  ANS  directly.)  While  you  are  at  it,  ask 
them  for  membership  information. 

•k  ie  ★ 

WHAT  MYTHICAL  BEAST  has  the  head  of  an 
eagle  and  the  body  of  a  lion?  The  answer,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  three-page  leaflet  sent  to  us  by  David  L. 
Ganz,  promoting  The  American  Heritage 
Dictionary,  is  “griffin.”  As  you  may  know,  the 
griffin  is  known  in  mythology  as  the  guardian  of 
treasure.  We  have  used  a  stylized  griffin  as  our 

company  insignia  for  many  years. 

★  *  ★ 

A  RECENT  ISSUE  of  the  N.A.S.C.  Quarterly, 
published  by  the  Numismatic  Association  of  South¬ 
ern  California,  contained  an  interesting  article  by 
Dr.  Sol  Taylor,  who  gave  his  thoughts  as  to  how 
many  1943  bronze  (instead  of  the  usual  zinc- 
coated  steel)  and  1944  steel  (instead  of  the  usual 
bronze)  cents  exist.  The  answers:  1943  bronze 
cents — 10;  1943-S  bronze  cents — 5;  1943-Dbronze 
cents — 0;  1944  zinc-coated  steel  cents — 27;  1944- 
D  zinc-coated  steel  cents — 7;  1944-S  zinc-coated 
steel  cents — 1.  He  noted  that  the  1944-S  steel  cent 
was  last  sold  in  our  auction  of  the  Roy  Harte 
Collection,  1983. 

While  we’re  at  it,  kudos  to  the  N.A.S.C.  for 
having  a  speakers’  bureau — they  publish  a  list 
containing  the  names  of  many  numismatists  who 
are  willing  to  give  talks  at  meetings.  Sharing  is 

what  numismatics  is  all  about. 

★  ★  ★ 

THE  1993  CALENDAR  issued  by  Krause  Pub¬ 
lications  is,  as  always,  quite  attractive.  Twelve 
different  United  States  coins  are  shown  in  enlarged 
color  illustrations.  What  are  they  this  year?  The  list 
follows:  1930-S  $10, 1857  Liberty  Seated  dollar  (a 
wonderful  Proof  with  sharp 
stars — such  sharpness  is  gen¬ 
erally  seen  only  on  Proofs,  not 
business  strikes,  as  specialists 
know),  1834  large  cent  (a 
beautiful  brilliant  Uncirculated 
coin — gorgeous!),  1836  half 
cent  (a  rare  date  by  any  stan¬ 
dard),  1864-S  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  (not  easy  to  find,  ei¬ 
ther),  1849  gold  dollar,  1879 
$4  Stella,  1867  Shield  nickel, 
1892  Barber  half  dollar, 
MCMVII  $20  gold,  1828  new- 
style  dime,  and  the  famous 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent. 

•k  -k  -k 

THE  SMITHSONIAN 
INSTITUTION  has  recently 
accepted  for  installation  in 
its  auditorium  a  beautiful 
Wurlitzer  theatre  pipe  organ 
originally  used  in  the  Rio  The¬ 
atre  in  Appleton,  Wisconsin.  As  historian  Ben  Hall 
has  written,  an  instrument  of  this  type  can  imitate 
an  orchestra — and  produce  sounds  ranging  from  a 
brass  band  to  a  choir  of  angels. 

★  *  "k 

BANNED  BOOKS  censored  by  various  Ameri¬ 
can  government  authorities  during  the  past  hun¬ 
dred  or  so  years  included  the  following:  Mark 
Twain’s  77ie  Adventures  of  Huckleberry  Finn  (banned 
by  the  Concord,  Massachusetts  Public  Library  in 


1885),  John  Steinbeck’s  The  Grapes  of  Wrath 
(banned  in  St.  Louis,  Kansas  City,  and  areas  of 
Oklahoma  and  California  in  the  late  1930s), 
Theodore  Dreiser’s  Sister  Carrie,  one  of  your  editor’s 
favorite  books  (banned  by  the  state  of  Vermont 
until  1958)  James  Joyce’s  Ulysses  (banned  by  U.S. 
Customs  officials  through  1 933) ,  William  Faulkner’s 
books  Mosquitos,  Sanctuary,  and  The  Wild  Palms 
(seized  by  the  Philadelphia  vice  squad  in  1948,  an 
action  upheld  by  courts  in  Philadelphia  even  after 
Faulkner  won  the  Nobel  Prize  for  Literature  in 
1950),  etc.  (From  a  recent  issue  of  Bookman’s 
Weekly). 

*  *  * 

THROW  THE  RASCALS  OUT:  Many  watch¬ 
ing  the  political  goings-on  during  the  various  cam¬ 
paigns  of  the  past  year  have  been  disappointed  at 
the  low  moral  quality  of  candidates’  public  com¬ 
ments,  opinions,  etc.  Now,  according  to  a  recent 
issue  of  Scientific  American,  we  learn  that  the 
Department  of  Defense  has  recently  created  a 
supplement  to  a  manual  for  agencies  and  contrac¬ 
tors  in  classified  programs.  The  following  direct 
quote  is,  apparently,  an  official  government  state¬ 
ment  on  how  to  lie  to  the  public:  “Cover  stories  may 
be  established  for  unacknowledged  programs  in 
order  to  protect  the  integrity  of  the  program  from 
individuals  who  do  not  have  a  need  to  know.  Cover 
stories  must  be  believable  and  cannot  reveal  any 
information  regarding  the  true  nature  of  the  con¬ 
tract.  Cover  stories  for  Special  Access  Programs 
must  have  the  approval  of  the  program  security 
officer  prior  to  dissemination.”  Fortunately  there  is 
hope.  Steven  Aftergood,  of  the  Federation  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Scientists,  which  unearthed  the  document, 
expressed  his  shock  at  this  policy,  which  he  called 
“officially  sanctioned  lying.”  The  article  went  on  to 
say  that,  for  example,  in  the  1950s  and  1960s 
government  planes  sprayed  live — though  suppos¬ 
edly  harmless — bacteria  on  American  and  Cana¬ 
dian  cities  without  the  consent  of  anyone  involved. 
“If  local  officials  asked  what  was  going  on,  the 
Army  said  it  was  testing  a  radar-deflecting  chaff.” 
Perhaps  one  of  these  days  someone  will  run  for 
national  office  on  a  platform  of  honesty  which,  we 
think  we  once  remember  hearing,  is  supposed  to  be 
the  best  policy. 

*  -k  ★ 

R.W.  JULIAN,  noted  numismatic  researcher, 
recently  told  us  of  a  little-known  fact:  Proof  coins 
were  not  legally  struck  as  part  of  the  coinage 
system  until  January  18,  1860.  Prior  to  that  they 
were  produced  by  the  Medal  Department  and  did 
not  have  to  be  of  statutory  weight  or  fineness 
(although  the  coins  often  were).  For  this  reason, 
earlier  Proofs  were  typically  omitted  from  annual 
production  reports. 

*  *  * 

ABOUT  A  NAME:  We  now  think  of  silver 
dollars  dated  from  1840  through  1873  as  Liberty 
Seated  dollars,  nomenclature  used  by  the  Liberty 
Seated  Collectors  Club,  the  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins,  and  most  others.  Years  ago  this  wasn’t 
always  the  case.  Many  people  called  them  Seated 
Liberty  coins  rather  than  Liberty  Seated,  and  in  a 
recent  reading  of  some  material  we  submitted  to 
The  Numismatist,  our  copy  came  back  changed  to 
“Seated  Liberty.”  We  suggested  they  put  it  back  to 
“Liberty  Seated.”  Terms  do  change  from  time  to 
time — and  what  we  now  call  Standing  Liberty 
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quarters,  years  ago  were  known  as  Liberty  Stand¬ 
ing  quarters,  and  what  we  now  refer  to  as  Liberty 

Walking  half  dollars  were  called  Liberty  Standing. 
★  *  ★ 

CREATIVE  ADVERTISING  on  the  part  of  the 
Smithsonian  Magazine  resulted  in  these  curiosity- 
provoking  questions  on  the  cover  of  a  recent  sub¬ 
scription  solicitation:  “What  do  you  do  if  you  are 
locked  out  of  your  hotel  room — naked?”  “What  is 

the  effect  of  headache  remedies  on  radishes?” 

★  ★  * 

THE  ENGLISH  MONETARY  SYSTEM  was 

still  in  use,  although  limited,  in  Wolfeboro,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1844,  as  evidenced  by  a  hand¬ 
written  document  your  editor  recendy  came  across. 
The  selectmen  of  the  town,  seeking  to  have  the 
roads  improved,  instructed  the  Surveyor  of  High¬ 
ways  at  the  town  as  follows:  “You  are  to  allow  five 
shillings  per  day  for  a  man  and  the  same  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  for  what  work  you  lay  out  in  June,  and  four 
shillings  in  September,  the  men  finding  their  own 

dirt  and  tools  to  work  with.” 

*  *  * 

NOT  QUITE  AS  GOOD  AS  GOLD:  A  recent 
article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  reports  that  in 
South  Africa,  cows’  gallstones  brought  about  $290 
per  ounce  at  the  latest  of  the  semi-annual  sales 
conducted  by  the  South  African  Meat  Board.  In 
certain  folk  medicine,  powdered  gallstones  mixed 
with  other  ingredients  create  medicines,  including 
fever  cures.  It  is  also  believed  that  some  are  used  as 
an  aphrodisiac. 

★  ★  ★ 

THE  SOOTH  ANNIVERSARY  of  the  “Discov¬ 
ery”  of  America  by  Columbus  was  an  anti-event 
which  failed  to  capture  the  imagination  of  the 
American  public.  We  read  that  a  flotilla  of  ship 
replicas  was  scheduled  to  stop  at  many  different 
ports  in  the  United  States,  but  the  extended  voyage 
was  canceled  due  to  lack  of  financing.  We  saw 
several  predictions  that  1 892- 1 893  Columbian  half 
dollars  would  multiply  many  times  in  value,  but 
they  didn’t.  A  number  of  collections  of  1 893  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  memorabilia  (the  Exposi¬ 
tion  took  place  a  year  late!)  came  on  the  market 
with  an  indifferent  reception.  We  recall  the  same 
thing  happened  with  the  Civil  War  centennial  in 
1961.  However,  several  years  before  then — in  the 
late  1950s — there  was  a  flurry  of  interest,  and, 
especially,  Civil  War  tokens  took  on  a  new  popular¬ 
ity.  An  interesting  item  came  out  of  the  current 
observation.  Bill  Christensen,  well-known  New 
Jersey  numismatist,  bought  a  couple  of  rolls  of 
Columbian  half  dollars  in  his  home  state,  and 
found  that  one  of  the  1892  pieces  had  the  last  two 
digits  of  the  date,  92,  in  significantly  smaller  digits 
than  the  first.  Presumably,  instead  of  using  a  four¬ 
digit  logotype,  the  Mint  used  a  two-digit  punch  for 
18  and  another  two-digit  punch,  of  the  incorrect 
size,  for  92.  Perhaps  this  will  set  off  a  flurry  of 
looking  at  dates  of  these  places.  Other  die  varieties 
exist,  as  indeed  they  do  with  the  1900  Lafayette 
commemorative  silver  dollar  made  a  few  years 
later. 

★  ★  ★ 

THINGS  WE  DIDN’T  KNOW  until  we  learned 
them  from  reading  numismatic  books,  in  this  case 
The  Coinage  of  Ethiopia,  Eritrea  and  Italian 
Somalia:  “The  word  Protestant  in  Amharic  means 
‘enemy  of  the  Virgin.’  ” 


GOOD  ADVICE  came  to  us  recently  from  John 
J.  Ford,  Jr.,  who  sent  along  a  clipping  that  told  how 
one  can  invest  profitably  in  collectible  items.  First, 
buy  what  you  love.  This  point  is  often  forgotten — 
when  people  buy  what  someone  else  tells  them  to. 
In  coins,  you  should  really  buy  what  you  enjoy 
owning.  Second,  buy  the  best  grade  in  keeping 

with  your  budget.  Third,  buy  for  the  long  term. 

★  *  * 

TECHNOLOGY  CIRCA  1934,  as  described 
in  a  news  release  about  the  Max  Factor  Museum  in 
Hollywood,  which  reproduces  a  beauty  salon  of  the 
1930s,  and  includes  “devices  for  measuring  the 
‘perfect’  head  shape  and  the  correct  pressure  for 
kissing.” 

*  *  * 

ON  THE  SPELLING  of  Robert  Scot  (or  Scott): 
Robert  Scot  (or  Scott)  was  employed  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  in  the 
1790s  in  capacity  as  an 
engraver.  We  have  al¬ 
ways  been  intrigued  by 
the  customary  spelling 
of  his  name  as  “Scot,” 
as  reflected  in  the  Guide 
Book,  Breen’s  Encyclo¬ 
pedia,  and  numerous 
other  places.  When 
John  Adams  recently 
gave  a  talk  to  the  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Bibliomania 
Society  and  mentioned 
some  early  research  in¬ 
volving  Scot  and  the  1780  “Happy  While  United” 
medal  dies  or  molds  he  engraved  in  1780,  such 
information  being  taken  from  contemporary  corre¬ 
spondence  and  archives,  I  could  not  resist  asking 
John  as  to  how  the  surname  Scot  (or  Scott)  was 
spelled  in  the  good  old  days.  John  responded  by 
sending  information,  which  indicates  that  the  en¬ 
graver  himself  gave  his  name  as  “Rot.  Scot”  on  an 
invoice  sent  from  Richmond  to  Thomas  Jefferson 
in  October  1780,  but  that  Jefferson  in  his  corre¬ 
spondence  spelled  the  name  as  Scott.  Presumably, 
Scot  knew  how  to  spell  his  own  name,  and  Jefferson 

didn’t — thus,  for  us,  the  matter  is  settled. 

★  ★  ★ 

NECKTIES  can  be  harmful,  according  to  a 
recent  front-page  article  in  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 
Wearing  a  tight  tie  (or  collar)  can  restrict  breathing 
and  circulation  of  blood  to  the  brain,  and  cause 
lightheadedness.  Moreover,  researchers  at  Cornell 
University  found  that  wearing  tight  neckties  causes 
eyestrain.  Question:  How  does  this  fit  in  with  the 
new  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  suggestion 
that  dealers  wear  ties  at  conventions — if  they  are 
too  tight,  will  dealers  be  able  to  grade  properly? 
(Don’t  take  anything  in  the  “This  and  That”  column 
too  seriously,  by  the  way). 

k  k  k 

DAVID  SUNDMAN  of  Littleton  Coin  Com¬ 
pany  called  the  other  day  and  during  the  course  of 
our  conversation  remarked  that  the  1793  Chain 
cent  had  1 5  links  in  the  chain  on  the  reverse,  unlike 
the  13  links  one  sometimes  reads  about  in  print 
(although  most  references,  including  Penny  Whimsy, 
give  the  correct  15).  Dave  pointed  out  that  1 5  made 
sense,  as  at  the  time  that  equalled  the  number  of 
states  in  the  Union,  Vermont  having  joined  in  1 791 
and  Kentucky  in  1792. 


SOMETHING  WE  DIDN’T  KNOW  WE 
NEEDED:  “With  our  new  voice-disguising  phone, 
you  can  answer  as  a  receptionist,  then  push  a 
button  to  sound  like  the  CEO.  Digital  voice  modifi¬ 
cations  alter  your  voice  from  male  to  female  or 
adult  to  child,  and  vice-versa.”  (From  a  recent 
Sharper  Image  catalogue) 

k  k  k 

A  LETTER  that  we  doubt  was  actually  “written 
from  my  hotel  room  at  the  Republican  National 
Convention  because  I  didn’t  want  to  wait  another 
moment  to  get  in  touch  with  you,”  as  per  a  com¬ 
puter  letter  your  editor  with  the  printed  signature 
of  Senator  Phil  Gramm.  As  an  observer  of  both  the 
Republican  and  Democratic  conventions  recently 
observed,  “politicians  continually  insult  our  intel¬ 
ligence” — they  take  the  position  that  the  average 
American  person  to  whom  they  speak  or  write  is 

stupid. 

★  *  ★ 

CLAD  COINAGE 
FOOTNOTE:  Jim 

Ruddy  recently  sent  us 
a  Xerox  copy  of  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  fabulous 
collection  of  presiden¬ 
tial  autographs,  a  letter 
from  President  Lyndon 
Johnson  to  Congress¬ 
man  Seymour  Halpem, 
November  3,  1965, 
which  included  these 
words :  “I  would  like  you 
to  have  this  freshly  minted  quarter.  It  has  just  come 
from  the  Mint,  the  first  result  of  your  new  coinage 
legislation.  .  .  I  wanted  you.  .  .  to  have  this  shiny 
quarter  as  a  memento.  Perhaps  it  may  become  a 
treasured  keepsake  in  your  family.  Sincerely, 
Lyndon  B.  Johnson.”  The  coin  referred  to,  of  course, 
was  one  of  the  new  clad  quarter  dollars  replacing 

the  traditional  silver  issues. 

*  *  * 

NO  BEARS  HERE:  A  game  titled  Bulls  and 
Bears  made  by  19th-century  New  York  lithogra¬ 
pher  McLoughlin  Brothers  circa  1883,  recently 
sold  at  auction  for  $30,800 — the  highest  figure 
ever  for  a  printed  board  game. 

k  k  k 

$264  WAS  PAID  for  two  manuscript  drafts  of 
Dave  Bowers’  book,  The  Waterford  Water  Cure,  in  a 
sale  conducted  on  August  24,  1992  by  The  Money 
Tree.  They  were  consigned  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr., 
who  wrote  the  foreword  to  the  book  using  the 
drafts  that  Dave  had  sent  him.  Then  he  got  the 
bright  idea  of  consigning  the  manuscripts  to  auc¬ 
tion.  Dave’s  comment  to  all  of  this:  “Think  of  all  the 

drafts  I  have  thrown  in  the  wastebasket.” 

*  ★  * 

SEXIEST  COIN  OF  THE  YEAR?  From  the 
front  page  of  the  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 
comes  this  mention  of  a  coin  offered  in  our  recent 
sale  of  the  Witham  and  Sansoucy  Collections,  Lot 
1419,  which  realized  $15,950:  “The  sexiest  coin  in 
the  sale  (if  not  the  entire  year!)  has  to  be  Christian 
Gobrecht’s  personal  specimen  of  his  1836  Gobrecht 
dollar.  Kept  in  the  family  until  very  recently,  this  is 
an  incredibly  important  piece  of  American  numis¬ 
matics.  Graded  as  Proof-62  by  PCGS,  the  sale  will 
provide  a  stunning  example  of  just  how  important 
a  major  pedigree  can  be!” 
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1931  MS-65  RB  (ANACS  Cache) . 95.00 

199  I  S  Key  date:  •  MS-63,  red  and  brown.  $89  • 

MS-64,  red . 119.00 

1933  MS-63,  red  and  brown . 25.00 

1934-D:  •  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  $39  •  MS-65  RD 

(PCGS) . 49.00 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 195.00 


1955  Doubled  Die  MS-64,  red  and  brown.  A 

lovely  coin  with  much  original  mint  red;  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  recent  years.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  desired  of 
all  Lincoln  cent  varieties,  and  certainly  one  of 
the  most  spectacular  from  an  appearance  view¬ 
point . 1,495.00 

1972:  •  MS-64,  red.  $195  •  Doubled  Die.  MS-64 
RD  (Hallmark).  Blazing  red  surfaces.  $195.00 

Two-Cent  Pieces 


1 864  Small  Motto.  MS-65  RB  (NGC) .  A  sharply 
struck,  glittering  gem  specimen  of  this  rare 
variety.  Nearly  full  original  mint  red.  In  this 
grade  the  1864  Small  Motto  is  100  or  more 
times  rarer  than  the  Large  Motto!  An  outstand¬ 
ing  opportunity  to  add  an  exceptional  specimen 


Dear  Mr.  Bowers: 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  satisfaction  with 
the  many  Morgan  silver  dollars  that  I  have  or¬ 
dered  over  the  past  several  months.  Each  was 
very  nice  for  the  grade,  fully  lustrous  with  excel¬ 
lent  aesthetic  appeal.  I  have  also  been  very  pleased 
with  the  selection  of  numismatic  books  that  I 
have  received  recently,  with  most  being  written 
by  either  yourself  or  Ed  Rochette.  These  have 
added  considerably  to  the  interest  and  intrigue 
the  hobby  has  for  me.  I  am  eagerly  awaiting  your 
silver  dollars  encyclopedia,  which  I  have  of  course 
already  ordered. 

In  the  issue  of  Mail  Order  Bourse  which  I  just 
received,  I  was  excited  to  see  that  you  have 
written  a  book  about  Dr.  Shattuck’s  “Water  Cure.” 
I  remember  an  earlier  reference  to  this  in  your 
book  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market 
(page  288),  in  your  discussion  of  counterstamped 
large  cents.  As  a  longtime  coin  collector  and 
current  MD-PhD  student  at  Johns  Hopkins,  my 


of  this  key  issue  to  your  collection.  Quality 
personified!  Nearly  as  nice  as  a  specimen  that 
sold  recently  for  $7,700 . 3,995.00 

1864  Large  Motto:  •  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  $95  • 

MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  An  ideal  choice  for  your 
type  set . 525.00 

1865  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 175.00 

1866  MS-62  MB  (PCGS) . 105.00 

1867  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  beauty! . 675.00 

1871  MS-63  RB . 350.00 

1872.  The  1872  is  a  rare  date  in  any  and  all  grades: 

•  G-6.  $79  •  VF-30.  $295*  MS-64  BN  (NGC). 

A  find  for  the  specialist . 1,450.00 


1873  Open  3.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  The  rarest 
date  of  the  two-cent  series,  the  Proof-only  1873 
issue  has  always  been  in  strong  demand.  This 
coin  is  a  beauty  and  will  be  a  highlight  in  the 
collection  of  its  next  owner . 1,995.00 

Nickel  :jc  Pieces 

1865.  First  year  of  the  series:  •  AU-58.  $49  •  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  $185  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  ..395.00 


1867  MS-64  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1868  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 165.00 

1873  Closed  3.  MS-64 . 575.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-63  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1880  EF-40.  A  scarce  issue . 135.00 

1885  AU-50 . 575.00 

1886:  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $485  •  Proof-65 

(PCGS) .  A  very  nice  example  of  this  Proof-only 
issue . 995.00 


1887  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin,  quite  con- 


interest  in  this  topic  is  two-fold — both  from  a 
numismatic  as  well  as  medical  history  point-of- 
view.  Needless  to  say,  I  placed  an  order  for  a 
personal  copy  immediately,  and  will  recommend 
to  our  William  Welch  Medical  Library  that  they 
do  the  same.  I  am  sure  that  I  will  read  it  cover- to- 
cover  the  day  I  receive  it. 

Finally,  I  was  thinking.  .  .  “Johns  Hopkins 
Water  Cure”  has  a  nice  ring  to  it.  Maybe  I  could 
counterstamp  some  Kennedy  half  dollars,  or  even 
silver  eagles,  as  an  advertising  gimmick.  Then  I 
could  go  down  to  the  Baltimore  Harbor,  retrieve 
some  water,  and. . .  Oops,  so  much  for  that  idea. 
Dr.  Shattuck  and  I  would  certainly  agree  on  one 
thing — the  water  in  Waterford,  Maine  is  more 
curative  (i.e.,  less  harmful)  than  that  in  Balti¬ 
more  Harbor. 

With  regards, 

(Signed) 

Craig  D.  Blackstone 

Fellow,  Medical  Scientist,  Training  Program 


servatively  graded  (in  our  opinion),  with  very 
lustrous,  frosty  surfaces.  Business  strikes  (non- 
Proofs)  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  often  a  span  of 
a  decade  or  more  will  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  a  coin  of  this  stature.  A  major  find 
for  the  knowledgeable  specialist  and  connois¬ 
seur . 1,295.00 

1889  MS-65.  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem  specimen  of 
the  last  year  of  this  denomination. ...  1,095.00 

Silver  •K  Pieces 

1 858  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  piece  with  brilliant  silver 
and  gold  toning  highlights.  Some  striking  weak¬ 
ness  is  noted,  as  is  usually  seen  for  Type  II 
issues . 950.00 

The  Mint  developed  great  problems  with  fully  striking  up  the 
design  on  the  Type  11  silver  three-cent  piece,  with  the  result  that 
most  specimens  seen  today  are  lightly  struck,  especially  around 
the  borders.  The  situation  was  remedied  by  slightly  redesigning 
the  motifs  in  1859. 

1861:  •  AU-50.  $125  •  MS-63 . 425.00 

Nickel  5C  Pieces 


Shield  Nickels 

1866  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  de¬ 


nomination.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,150.00 

1867  No  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS) . 425.00 

1868  MS-62  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1872  MS-63 . 325.00 


1877  VF-35.  A  circulated  specimen  of  the  key 
issue  in  the  Shield  nickel  series.  This  is  a  great 
opportunity  to  complete  your  collection  with¬ 
out  having  to  pay  substantially  more  for  a 
Proof. . 1,325.00 

1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  glittering 

gem  specimen  of  one  of  the  Shield  nickel  issues 
with  the  lowest  overall  mintage.  Perennially 
popular . 995.00 

1881  AU-50 . 465.00 

1882  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lustrous  specimen  of  the 

penultimate  year  of  issue . 425.00 


1883/2  MS-65  (NGC).  Several  dozen  times 
rarer  than  a  “normal  date”  1883.  Bold  overdate. 
Very  rare  in  this  high  grade.  A  prize  opportunity 
for  the  nickel  specialist!  It  may  be  many  years 
before  we  have  another  specimen  of  this  quality 
in  stock . 3,950.00 

Liberty  Head  Nickels 

1884  MS-63  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1885  MS-62  (PCGS).  Key  date  in  the  1883-1912 

series.  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof.  A  great 
value  for  only . 975.00 

1886.  Second  rarest  regular  issue  date  (1885 
being  the  rarest)  in  the  1883-1912  Liberty 
Head  nickel  series:  •  EF-45.  $295  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Frosty,  cartwheel  lustre  highlighted 
by  a  nuance  of  golden  toning . 795.00 
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1887:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $175  •  Proof-64 

(PCGS) . 295.00 

1891:  •  AU-50.  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $295  • 

Proof-64  (PCGS) . 350.00 

1893:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $135  •  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 180.00 

1894:  •  MS-62.  $265  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 450.00 

1896  Proof-63  (NGC) . 219.00 

1899  Proof-64  (PCGS).  In  our  opinion,  Proofs  in 

this  series  are  incredibly  cheap  on  today’s  mar¬ 
ket! . 350.00 

1900  MS-63  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1902  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115.00 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Suggestion:  Take  advantage 

of  this  listing  and  build  a  date  set  of  Liberty 
Head  nickels.  There  are  better  values  to  be  had 
today  than  at  any  other  time  in  recent  years! 
Brilliant . 299.00 

1904:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  ton¬ 
ing.  $299  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Dazzling  cartwheel 

brilliance . 299.00 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  attractive,  brilliant,  high- 
grade  piece,  an  ideal  choice  for  a  20th-century 

type  set.  . 299.00 

1906:  •  MS-64.  Dazzling  mint  brilliance  and  lustre. 
$299  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  ...299.00 

REPEATING  A  POPULAR  OFFER!  STARTER  COLLEC¬ 
TION  of  superb,  selected  quality  MS-64,  sharply  struck  and 
brilliant  Liberty  Head  nickels,  dates  of  our  choice,  five  different 
Philadelphia  Mint  issues  from  the  1900-1912  era.  Regular 
value:  $1,495.  Request  “Liberty  Nickel  Collection  N-4”  and  pay 
only  $1,395.  We  know  you’ll  be  absolutely  delighted!  Limit: 
One  group  per  buyer.  These  Starter  Collections  are  selling  fast, 
and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  until  this  offer  will  be  discontin¬ 
ued.  In  the  meantime,  avail  yourself  of  the  opportunity  to  buy 
some  really  sparkling  specimens  from  the  era  when  a  nickel  was 


worth  a  nickel — and  could  buy  a  glass  of  beer,  a  ticket  to  the 
movies,  or  the  well-known  5<t  cigar. 

1907  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1908:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $299  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS) . 350.00 

1909  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1910  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 299.00 

1912-D:  •  MS-60.  $160  •  MS-64 . 395.00 


1912- S  VF-25.  A  key  issue  in  all  grades. ...  325.00 

Buffalo  Nickels 

Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  choice  Buffalo  nickels.  We  have  always 
liked  the  series,  and  whenever  we  can  buy  choice 
examples  we  do  so.  This  listing  of  Buffalo  nickels  is 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  presented  for  sale.  In 
view  of  what  we  consider  to  be  the  most  favorable 
market  conditions  in  recent  years,  we  have  been 
continuing  to  spend  a  lot  of  money  and  effort  to 
add  coins  to  our  stock.  Whenever  we  see  a  nice  one 
for  a  reasonable  price,  out  comes  our  checkbook! 
Nearly  all  of  the  coins  listed  here  are  one-of-a-kind 
in  our  stock,  so  order  as  early  as  you  can! 

Important  note:  Unless  we  state  otherwise,  all  of 
the  early  Buffalo  nickels  offered  here  are  above 
average  in  strike  and  aesthetic  appeal.  Today’s 
market  prices,  which  in  some  instances  are  frac¬ 
tions  of  the  prices  of  several  years  ago,  are  irresist¬ 
ible  to  us.  Judging  from  the  way  they  sell  once  we 
get  them,  our  clients  feel  the  same  way! 

1913- D  Type  I  MS-65  (NGC) . 295.00 

1913-D  Type  II:  •  EF-40.  $85  •  MS-65  (NGC). 


A  brilliant  and  frosty  Buffalo  nickel.  $795  • 
MS-65  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1913- S  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  We  remember 

that  30  years  ago  the  1913-S  Type  II  was  one  of 
the  top  two  or  three  key  issues  in  the  series. 
Since  that  time,  sight  of  its  rarity  has  been  lost 
track  of  by  many,  with  the  result  that  today  the 
variety  is  much  cheaper  than  it  should  be.  A 
bargain,  in  our  opinion,  for  just . 975.00 

1914  •  AU-58.  $32  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $75  •  MS-64 
(NGC).  $110  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $110  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  frosty  golden 
highlights.  Well  struck  for  the  issue  with  nearly 
complete  reverse  design  details . 450.00 

1914- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $265  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  This  grade  is  just  a  whisper  away  from 
full  MS-65,  but  what  a  difference  in  price!  For 
the  value-conscious  buyer,  here  indeed  is  an 
opportunity!  A  nice  strike,  too!  $450  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  An  exceptionally 
nice  specimen;  indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  ever  seen . 2,095.00 

1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  coin  of  outstanding 
quality.  Very  close  to  MS-65  grade,  but  what  a 
savings  in  cost!  Extremely  well  struck.  A  prize 
for  the  Buffalo  nickel  specialist . 695.00 

1915:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $125  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
$125  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 215.00 


1915- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $295  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  Very  close  to  full  MS-65.  $695  •  MS- 
65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  that  will  be 
sure  to  please  even  the  most  fastidious  connois¬ 
seur . 2,750.00 

1916:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  $65  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $119 
•  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beautiful.  ..265.00 

1 9 1 6- D  MS-63  (PCGS) .  An  excellent  value  at  today’s 

market  level,  for  just . 275.00 

1916-S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant.  A  superb  coin!  . 545.00 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Not  a  great  rarity,  but 

certainly  beautiful  in  this  grade! . 525.00 


191 8/7-D  VF-20  (NGC) .  Among  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  and  desirable  of  all  U.S.  overdates.  Attrac¬ 
tive  for  the  grade,  with  full  horn  details  on  the 
reverse.  This  rarity  is  certain  to  sell  quickly  at 

our  price  of  only . 2,750.00 

1918  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sparkling,  lustrous  coin 
that  will  delight  the  most  particular  nickel 
specialist! . 1,195.00 

1918- D  VF-30 . 85.00 

1919:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $197  •  MS-64  (NGC). 

$197  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 445.00 

1919- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Avery  scarce  and  highly 

important  nickel  at  this  grade  level . 975.00 


1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  particularly  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this  popular  date . 675.00 

1920-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  exceptional 
specimen . 1,625.00 


1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  of 
this  Denver  Mint  variety,  a  prize  for  the  special¬ 
ist . 1,625.00 

1923  MS-64  (PCGS) . 165.00 

1923- S:  •  EF-40.  $185  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $765  • 
MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning;  a  superb 
specimen  of  a  classic  in  the  series.  ...  1,395.00 

1924  MS-64  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1924- D:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Well  struck  (we  men¬ 

tion  this  as  the  1924-D  is  weak  on  most  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  variety) .  Brilliant  with  light  golden 
toning.  A  beautiful  example  of  this  elusive 
nickel  five-cent  issue.  $750  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Satinlike,  lustrous  surfaces  are  toned  in  irides¬ 
cent  hues.  A  nice  strike.  $750  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Well  struck,  quite  brilliant,  and  extremely  at¬ 
tractive . 750.00 


1924-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and 
lustrous.  Beauty  personified!  A  prize  item. 
$2,350  •  MS-62  (NGC).  A  lightly  toned, 
lustrous,  and  very  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  difficult  to  obtain  mintmark  issues  of 
the  1920s.  This  coin  offers  an  ideal  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade,  excellent  aesthetic  appeal, 
and  low  price.  First  order  gets  it  for  only  $2,350 
•  MS-64  (PCGS).  We  really  like  MS-64  in  the 
Buffalo  nickel  series,  as  an  ideal  combination  of 
high  grade  and  low,  favorable  market  price. 
Consider  beginning  a  set  of  MS-64  nickels  to¬ 
day.  This  listing  will  give  you  an  excellent 

opportunity  to  do  so . 2,950.00 

1926:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $70  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  135.00 

1926-D:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant,  with 
attractive  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  surfaces.  A 
choice  coin  for  the  grade,  with  a  slightly  sharper 
strike  than  generally  seen  for  this  issue.  $365  • 
MS-63  (PCGS).  $365  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $750  • 
MS-64  PCGS . 750.00 

1926- S  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache) . 320.00 

1927  MS-64  (NGC) . 89.00 

1927- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $210  •  MS-64  (NGC). 

Lustrous  golden  highlights.  Especially  well 
struck;  this  issue  often  is  seen  very  weakly 
defined . 475.00 

1927- S  EF-40 . 69.00 

1928:  •  AU-58  (PCGS).  $29  •  MS-64  (NGC).  .75.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (NGC) . 99.00 

1928-S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS)  $419  •  MS-63 

(NGC) . 419.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 
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1929-D:  •  MS-64.  $149  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  149.00 

1929- S  MS-64  (NGC) . 119.00 

1930- S:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $125  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Incredibly  deeply  frosty . 415.00 

1931- S.  Popular  low-mintage  date:  •  MS-63.  $75  • 

MS-64  (PCGS).  $99  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $99  •  MS- 
65  (PCGS) . 199.00 

1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1934  MS-65  (PCGS) . 350.00 


1934- D  MS-65  (NGC) . 1,595.00 

1935- D:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  $99  •  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 495.00 

1935-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 250.00 

1937:  •  MS-64.  $25  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 39.00 


FAX  YOUE  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


1937-D  3-Legged.  One  of  the  most  popular  and 
most  interesting  issues  in  the  Buffalo  nickel 
series;  always  in  demand:  •  AU-53  (PCGS). 
$695  •  MS-62  (NGC) . 2,450.00 

Choice  1937-D  3-Legged  Nickel 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (PCGS).  When  we 
had  the  chance  to  buy  this  beauty,  we  were  very 
excited.  It  is  a  lustrous,  brilliant,  sparkling 
showpiece — one  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever 
handled  of  this  popular  variety . 3,195.00 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1938- D  Buffalo:  •  MS-64.  $24  •  MS-64 


(ANACS  Cache).  $24  •  MS-65.  $35  •  MS- 


66  (PCGS) . 79.00 

_ Jefferson  Nickels _ 

1940  Proof-64  (PCGS) . 39.00 

1942- S  MS-63 . 9.00 

1943  MS-63 . 5.00 

1943- S  MS-63 . 6.00 

1944  MS-63 . 6.00 

1945  MS-63 . 6.00 

1945-D  MS-63 . 5.00 

1945-S  MS-63 . 5.00 


1950-D  MS-63.  Going!  Going!  Almost  gone!  Atone 
time,  an  average  quality  Uncirculated  roll  of  40 
coins  of  this  key  date  sold  for  $1,400,  which 
amounts  to  $35  per  coin!  The  price  crashed  in 
1964,  and  since  then  the  1950-D  nickel  has 
been  one  of  the  very  few  U.S.  coins  never  to 
exceed  its  earlier  investment  price  peak.  Each 
investment  wave  brings  with  it  a  new  list  of 
favorites  and,  alas,  none  of  us  may  live  long 
enough  to  ever  see  the  1950-D  get  back  on  the 
most-active  list.  We  bought  a  quantity  of  these 
from  a  hoard  put  away  back  when  these  were 
hot.  These  have  been  selling  quickly.  If  you 
want  one,  a  single  coin  is  $7,  or  you  can  buy  10 
pieces  for . 59.00 


Father  and  Son  Write 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

I  thought  you  would  appreciate  the  en¬ 
closed  letter  from  my  6-year-old. 

Thank  you  for  rekindling  in  me  the  hobby 
that  I  loved  so  much  as  a  young  collector.  I 
recently  began  collecting/investing  after  a  25 
year  layoff  when  my  6-year-old  asked  me  to 
take  him  to  a  local  coin  show.  Through  your 
books,  I  rapidly  gained  the  knowledge  I  needed 
to  help  me  make  informed  purchase  decisions. 

Coin  collecting  is  even  better  now  because  I 
can  share  the  history,  excitement,  and  adven¬ 
ture  of  collecting  together  with  my  son. 

I  believe  your  books  are  a  valued  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  coin  industry.  We  would  be  proud  to 
save  a  short  return  note  personalized  with  your 
signature  as  the  centerpiece  of  our  collection. 

Sincerely, 

(Signed)  Michael  S.  Fey,  Ph.D. 

P.S.  It  was  an  honor  and  pleasure  meeting 
you  at  the  Witham  and  Sansoucy  auction! 

Dear  Mr.  Bowers, 

I  am  6  years  old.  I  asked  my  dad  to  take  me 
to  a  coin  show  last  year.  He  told  me  he  collected 
coins  when  he  was  young.  My  dad  bought  me  a 
beautiful  silver  dollar.  It  was  more  than  100 
years  old.  It  looked  brand  new.  We  talked  about 
what  life  was  like  back  then. 

I  asked  my  dad  to  get  me  a  really  old  coin, 
more  than  100  years  old.  To  my  amazement, 
my  dad  bought  me  a  coin  with  the  head  of 
Emperor  Constantine  from  about  330-390  A.D. 
I  spent  the  next  few  days  discovering  there  was 
an  evolution  of  men  and  civilization.  Coins  are 
neat. 

Alex  Fey 

1st  Grade 


/3,  >?  AA 

-A  -  Kt--  'ir' ' 
Ft. 

'JOmm  iJ 


Souvenir 

Signatures 

The  front  and  back  of  this  souvenir  envelope  were 
autographed  by  various  numismatic  and  Mint  luminaries  at 
the  April  2,  1992  Bicentennial  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
Among  the  signatures  recognizable  are  Harry  J.  Forman, 
Frank  Gasparro,  Catherine  Bullowa-Moore,  Art  and  Betty 
Leister,  P.  Scott  Rubin,  Ruth  W.  Bauer,  Ed  Rochette,  Margo 
Russell,  Louis  Eliasberg,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Jackie,  Elizabeth 
Jones,  Ludwig  Glaeser,  and  on  the  back  side  of  the  envelope, 
Edgar  Z.  Steever,  Christy  Hopkins,  John  Martino,  Bert  W. 
Comeby,  Thomas  D.  Rogers,  Sr.,  Eleanor  McKelvey,  W. 
Cousins,  Bob  Leuver,  Bryan  W.  Rittenhouse,  and  Hugh  B. 
Hanson,  (envelope  signed  for  Dave  Bowers,  who  was  a 
speaker  at  the  event) 
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Join  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program — 
the  easy  way  to  buy  coins! 


another  specialty  of  your  choice  — 
according  to  your  wishes. 

You  will  be  proud  of  your 
collection  as  it  grows,  and  you 
will  know  that  you  will  be  buying 
pieces  of  selected  quality,  all  for 
prices  you’ll  find  to  be  excellent 
values.  Our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  is  the 
longest-established  and  most 
successful  monthly  program  in 
all  of  numismatics. 


Personal  service  is  a 
hallmark  of  Bowers  and 
Merena.  Your  personal 
account  representative  will 
answer  any  questions  you 
may  have  and  will  work 
with  you  in  any 
special  requests. 

You  will  build 
a  collection 
of  any  type 
you  desire, 
in  grades 
of  your 


f  you  are  interested  in  building  a 
|  beautiful  collection  of  scarce  and 
rare  coins,  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  may  be  just  the  thing 
you’ve  been  looking  for!  Over  the  years, 
thousands  of  collectors  have  found  the 
C.P.P.  to  be  the  best  way  to  achieve  their 
collecting  goals.  Each  month  (or  other 
interval  of  your  choice)  a  package  of  coins 
will  arrive  in  your  mailbox — coins  of  the 
quality  and  value  you  want  in  the  series  you 
want.  You  get  first  pick  of  quality  from  our 
unsurpassed  inventory.  And,  each  shipment 
comes  with  a  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

We’re  sure  you  will  find  purchasing 
coins  through  C.P.P.  to  be  a  very  easy  and 
enjoyable  way  to  assemble  a  valuable  and 
interesting  collection  of  rare  coins.  By 
means  of  a  convenient  monthly  payment 
(or  credit  card  charge)  our  expert  numisma¬ 
tists  will  help  you  build  a  fine  display  of 
gold  coins,  commemorative  silver  pieces, 
19th-century  United  States  issues,  or 

▼  Gail  Watson,  manager  of  our 
C.P.P.  program. 


choosing  with  a  full  money-back  guarantee 
on  every  purchase.  You’ll  also  be  making 
your  purchases  from  a  reputable  firm  of 
unsurpassed  financial  integrity. 

We  have  prepared  an  informative,  no¬ 
obligation  booklet  we’d  like  to  send  you 
explaining  the  benefits  of  the  C.P.P.  in 
greater  detail,  and  answering  any  questions 
you  may  have  about  the  program.  Just  fill 
out  the  coupon  below,  and  we’ll  get  the 
C.P.P.  booklet  right  out  to  you! 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
we  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon. 

A  Collection  Portfolio  Program 
Member  Writes 

The  following  is  from  Keith  Peters,  one  of 
Gail  Watson’s  clients  in  our  popular  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program: 

“I  am  enclosing  my  check  to  cover  your 
latest  invoice.  I  am  very  pleased  with  the  coins 
you  have  sent  so  far.  I  appreciate  your  time  in 
selecting  those  you  have  sent. 

“My  research  seems  to  have  paid  off  in 
selecting  your  company.  It  is  reassuring  that 
you  are  looking  out  for  us  ‘little  guys,’  and  that 
I  can  still  obtain  a  nice  collection. 

“Since  I  really  don’t  like  letters  that  are  all 
business,  I  will  close  on  a  personal  note.  My 
roommate  is  slowly  being  convinced  to  be¬ 
come  interested  in  collecting  coins.  He  seems 
to  like  silver  dollars.  I’ll  keep  you  posted.  As 
for  me,  I  will  be  overseas  for  three  months 
before  returning  home.  In  the  meantime  I  will 
be  in  contact.  Thank  you  again  for  your  time 
with  my  account  and  for  your  understanding 
of  my  needs.” 


□  Ies/  The  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  sounds  like  a  very  interesting 
collecting  opportunity  for  me.  Please 
send  me  your  free,  no-obligation 
brochure. 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Daytime  Phone 

Mail  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc 
Attn:  C.P.P., 

Box  1224, 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
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United  States  Silver 


Coins  for  Sale 


Half  Dimes 

1829  Valentine-7.  AU-50,  cleaned . 195.00 

Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

1831  V-l.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295.00 


1837  No  Stars:  •  AU-50  (PCGS).  $435  •  MS- 
63  (NGC).  A  great  buy,  a  beautiful,  lustrous 
coin.  $1,550  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant, 
frosty  little  cameo.  One  of  the  very  finest  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  at  this  grade  level; 
certainly  in  the  top  5%,  quality  wise,  of  extant 
MS-63  pieces.  You’ll  really  appreciate  owning 

this  one! . 1,550.00 

1841  MS-64  (NGC).  A  lovely  example  with 
frosty  surfaces  graced  with  splashes  of  irides¬ 
cent  gold,  lavender,  and  pale  blue,  Sharply 
struck,  with  all  of  Liberty’s  hair  details  in  evi¬ 
dence.  A  choice  half  dime.  Ideal  for  inclusion  in 
a  high-grade  type  set . 1,950.00 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lighdy  toned. 
A  lustrous  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  seldom 
seen  in  any  grade,  let  alone  in  higher  Mint 

State!  A  find  for  the  specialist . 2,650.00 

1853  Arrows.  Popular  type  coin  MS-64  (NGC). 

A  splendid  specimen . 1,395.00 

1855  Arrows:  •  MS-60.  $235  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
This  attractive  piece  is  yours  for . 1,495.00 


1858  Over  Inverted  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A 

brilliant  example  of  one  of  the  most  spectacular 
repunching  errors  in  U.S.  numismatics;  one  of 
the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or  handled.  The 
date  of  this  popular  error  was  first  punched 
upside  down  in  the  die.  It  was  then  corrected, 
with  bold  traces  of  the  inverted  date  left  in  the 


finished  die.  A  fully  brilliant  and  aesthetically 
appealing  half  dime.  A  prime  opportunity  for 
the  specialist  in  the  series  to  acquire  a  show¬ 
piece . 1,950.00 

1859-0  AU-50 . 195.00 

1863-S  AU-53  (NGC).  An  issue  which  is  somewhat 
on  the  scarce  side.  Much  original  mint  lustre  is 
still  seen . 365.00 

If  you  don’t  have  a  copy  of  Neil  Carothers’  book,  Fractional 
Money,  and  would  like  one,  we’ll  send  you  a  copy  with  our 
compliments  when  you  order  this  half  dime.  In  1863,  the 
federal  government  suspended  the  paying  out  of  silver  coins  in 
the  East,  and  half  dimes,  when  available,  sold  for  a  sharp 
premium  in  terms  of  paper  money.  However,  on  the  West 
Coast,  specie  payments  were  not  suspended,  and  silver  and 
gold  coins  circulated  freely!  The  value  of  such  pieces  in  terms 
of  paper  money  was  moot,  for  federal  paper  money  was  not  in 
circulation  in  California  and  adjoining  states  at  the  time. 

Dimes 


Key  1796  Draped  Bust  Dime 
First  Year  of  Issue 


1796  John  Reich-1.  VF-30  An  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  Draped  Bust  obverse  and  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  Ideal  for  a  type  set . 3,250.00 

Draped  Bust  Dimes 

1807:  •  G-6  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  gray  and 
lilac  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  specimen  at 
this  grade  level.  $420  •  AU-50.  Light  obverse 
scratch.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  around  the 
borders,  as  always  seen  on  this  issue.  1,200.00 

Capped  Bust  Dimes 

1822  Good/AG . 265.00 


1830  John  Reich  text  plate  coin.  JR-8.  MS- 

63.  A  beautiful  coin  that  will  bring  joy  to  any 
specialist  in  the  series . 1,395.00 


Liberty  Seated  Dimes  > 

1837  No  Stars:  •  VF-35.  $320  •  AU-55  (PCGS). 

$975  •  MS-62  (NGC) . 2,150.00 

1838  Partial  Drapery.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lus¬ 
trous  and  attractive . 495.00 


1841-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Abrilliant,  lustrous,  and 
in  this  condition  quite  rare  example.  Well  struck 
and  very  pleasing  in  every  aspect.  An  important 

find  for  the  connoisseur . 2,195.00 

1853  Arrows  at  Date:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive!  $895  •  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  deeply  frosty  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  design  type.  Not  often  do  we  have  the 
privilege  of  offering  one  this  nice!  ....3,850.00 
1860-0  VF-20.  A  popular,  key  date.  Last  New 
Orleans  Mint  dime  of  the  era.  Rare. .  1,495.00 


Fantastic  Quality  1863-S  Dime 
Mint  State-63 


1863-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Here  is  a  variety  that 
would  be  a  great  rarity  even  if  it  were  in  MS-60 
grade,  weakly  struck.  But,  this  is  a  sharply 
struck  MS-63,  and  with  light  splashes  of  beau¬ 
tiful  golden  toning  as  well.  If  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  are  your  forte,  and  you  want  a  first-class 

prize,  call  to  order  this  one . 3,495.00 

1871  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  light  golden 

hues . 850.00 

1877-CC  MS-63.  Sharply  and  deeply  struck.  Very 
lustrous.  Consider  adding  a  Carson  City  coin  to 
your  type  set! . 425.00 


1879  MS-65  (NGC).  A  sparkling  gem  specimen 
of  this  low-mintage  date.  You  will  never  find  a 
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nicer-appearing  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 
Add  it  to  your  collection  for  only . 1,850.00 

1885  MS-63  (NGC).  A  lustrous  example.  .365.00 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS) .  Very  scarce  in  this  grade. 

An  important  item  for  the  specialist.  In  MS-62 
grade  the  1886-S  is  dozens  of  times  rarer  than 
the  1886  Philadelphia  Mint  dime . 1,095.00 

1887:  •  MS-62.  $195  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light 
golden  surfaces . 625.00 

1887- S:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Especially  brilliant 

surfaces;  one  of  the  nicest  in  existence  at  this 
grade  level.  $525  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  sparkling  beauty!  . 525.00 

1889  MS-63.  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  with  a  hint 

of  pale  golden  toning . 335.00 

1889-S  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache).  Sharp  and 
frosty,  with  strong  claims  to  an  even  higher 
grade.  A  nice  representative  coin  from  a  mint¬ 
age  of  less  than  one  million  pieces . 495.00 

1890  AU-55 . 69.00 

1891  MS-64.  Final  year  of  Liberty  Seated  dime 

coinage.  Deep  golden  toning  on  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces . 550.00 

Barber  Dimes 

1892  MS-61  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1895-0  F-12.  Apart  from  the  legendary  1894-S, 

this  is  the  rarest  issue  in  the  Barber  dime  series. 
Not  often  do  we  have  one  of  these  dimes  for  sale 
in  any  grade . 575.00 

1897  MS-61.  Toned  at  the  periphery.  Pleasing 
satinlike  lustre. . 150.00 

1897-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  A  rarity  in  high  grades  such  as  this,  the 
1897-0  is  seldom  seen  in  MS-64,  except  when 


specialized  collections  are  dispersed.  A 

specialist’s  delight! . 2,650.00 

1904-S:  •  EF-45.  $315  •  AU-50 . 525.00 

1910  MS-63 . 225.00 

1911  MS-60.  Fully  brilliant . 125.00 

1913  MS-60 . 125.00 

1915  MS-64  (NGC) . 525.00 

1916.  Lastyearofthe  Barber  dime:  •  MS-61.  $135 

•  MS-64  (PCGS) . 495.00 


Mercury  Dimes 

“Mercury”  dimes,  designed  by  sculptor  Adolph  A. 
Weinman,  are  considered  to  be  among  the  most 
beautiful  of  all  United  States  coins.  Use  the  present 
listing  to  start  a  collection  of  this  interesting  series 
or  to  add  to  what  you  already  have.  We  offer  pieces 
of  excellent  quality  and  value.  We  know  you’ll  be 
absolutely  delighted  with  any  of  the  pieces  you 
order  from  this  listing! 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Almost  FB.  One  of  the 
finest  we  have  ever  handled  of  this  early  Denver 


Mint  issue . 1,950.00 

1918  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 325.00 


1919-D:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
beautiful  example  of  this  important  mintmark 
issue,  a  coin  that  is  sure  to  please.  $695  •  MS- 
64  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale  rose  on 
the  obverse.  A  fine  die  crack  connects  Liberty’s 

bust  to  the  rim  at  6:00 . 695.00 

1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  scarce  San  Francisco 
issue,  particularly  in  the  higher  Mint  State 
grades.  Lustrous  and  attractive,  with  pale  gold 

Your  Satisfac  tion  is  Guaranteed! 


and  pink  toning  highlights.  Very  choice  for  the 


grade . 825.00 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 120.00 


1920- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sparkling, 

lustrous.  Incredibly  cheap,  in  our  opinion,  at 
today’s  price  of  only  $395  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  deep  golden  toning 
at  the  rims.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  at  this  grade 
level.  A  nice  coin  for  the  Mercury  dime  special¬ 
ist.  $595  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Add  it  to  your 
collection  for . 1,495.00 

1921- D  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  Attractive 

golden  brown  toning.  The  lowest-mintage  is¬ 
sue  in  the  series . 485.00 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89.00 

1924:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $145  •  MS-64  (NGC). 

$145  •  MS-65  (PCGS) . 295.00 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Quality  such  as  this  is 
not  easy  to  find.  With  this  offering  the  Mercury 
dime  specialist  will  have  a  field  day!  Truly,  this 
offering  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  pre¬ 
sented . 675.00 

1925:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $135  •  MS-65  (NGC).  235.00 
1926-D  MS-63  (PCGS) . 245.00 


1926- S:  •  EF-40  (ANACS  Cache).  $215  •  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  very  frosty.  An  excellent 
specimen  of  this  key  date.  First  order  owns  it  for 
only . 2,395.00 

The  1926-S  issue  has  the  fifth  lowest  mintage  in  the  entire 
Mercury  dime  series. 

1927- D  AU-55.  Mostly  brilliant . 115.00 

1928- S  •  MS-65.  Fully  brilliant.  $725  •  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  this  lofty  state  of 
preservation . 725.00 

1929  MS-65  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1930- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145.00 

1931- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 245.00 

1936  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  Mir¬ 
rored  fields  are  toned  gold  and  rose.  This  issue 
has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  Proof  Mercury 
dime . 645.00 

1939  Proof-64 . 245.00 

1940:  •  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  $35  •  Proof-63.  $189 
•  Proof-64.  $219  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 219.00 

1941  Proof-63 . 189.00 

1941-S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $15  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
(Special:  10  for  $235) . 22.00 

1942/1  VF-20 . 265.00 


Gem  1942/1  Mercury  Dime 


1942/1  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin  of 
a  quality  not  seen  more  than  once  every  several 
years.  The  price  is  not  cheap,  but  here  is  the 
second  rarest  of  all  Mercury  dimes  (the  rarest  is 
1942/1-D)  in  this  grade!  Where  can  you  find 
another?  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled . 5,650.00 


Gem  1942/1-D  Overdate  10c 


1942/1-D  Overdate.  MS-64  FB  (PCGS). 

One  of  only  a  few  in  existence  at  this  level. 
Gorgeous  cartwheel  lustre  complements  fully 
brilliant  fields.  The  design  elements  are  very 
sharply  struck.  A  rare  piece  for  the  connoisseur. 
It  may  be  a  very  long  time  until  a  purchase 
opportunity  recurs.  A  prime  opportunity  for  the 
astute  buyer.  In  the  past  we  have  handled/ewer 
than  a  half  dozen  1942/1-D  dimes  in  this  cat¬ 
egory.  For  the  Mercury  dime  specialist,  the 
importance  of  this  issue  cannot  be  overempha¬ 
sized . 6,950.00 

The  1942/1-D  overdate  dime  was  not  publicized  in  numis¬ 
matic  circles  until  the  1 970s,  by  which  time  most  coins  had  long 
since  seen  the  effects  of  circulation.  Very  few  Mint  State  coins 
exist,  and  even  AU  coins  are  very  rare. 


1942:  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17  (Special  for  the  buyer 
of  coins  in  quantity,  10  for  $235)  •  MS-64 
(ANACS  Cache).  $17  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  $219  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1942- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $16  •  MS-64.  Bril¬ 
liant . 22.00 

1943:  •  AU-58.  $6  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $9  •  MS-64. 
Brilliant.  (Special:  10  for  $225),  or  buy  a  single 
coin  for . 17.00 

1943- D:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $15  •  MS-63  FSB. 

Brilliant.  $22  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $24  •  MS-64 
FSB.  Brilliant . 30.00 


From  the  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 


The  cover  of  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter,  Sep¬ 
tember  18, 1992,  bore  this  bold  title:  “Gobrecht’s 
Dollar  Realizes  $15,950.”  Th3  accompanying 
article  began  with  these  sentences:  “Auctions 
continue  to  provide  the  ‘good’  news  in  the  coin 
market,  as  both  dealers  and  collectors  actively 
pursue  auction  lots.  While  auctions  may  never 
replace  collectors’  Saturday  morning  excursions 
to  the  local  coin  shop,  they  do  seem  to  be  continu¬ 
ally  growing  in  popularity.” 


The  article  went  on  to  say  this:  “Our  favorite 
coin  in  the  recent  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  was 
Gobrecht’s  personal  specimen  of  the  1836 
Gobrecht  dollar  in  Proof-63  grade.  While  the  coin 
sold  for  multiples  of  its  non-pedigreed  cousins,  it 
is  amazing  that  numismatic  history  is  still  avail¬ 
able  at  such  reasonable  prices.  One  lucky  bidder 
now  has  a  piece  of  the  past  around  which  an 
entire  collection  (and  hopefully  display)  can  be 
built.” 
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Creating  the 
Roosevelt  Dime 

A  “fitting  image  for  coinage” 

By  Henry  Hettger  ( with  Susan  Novak) 


most  orderly  and  uncomplicated  manner  possible. 
1  recommend  that  our  own  sculptors  be  given  the 
task  of  developing  the  designs,  both  obverse  and 
reverse.  The  obverse  will,  of  course,  bear  the  por¬ 
trait  of  the  President,  which,  1  believe,  Mr.  Sinnock 
is  well-equipped  to  produce  from  photographs  in 
profile.  With  respect  to  the  reverse,  I  recommend 
that  we  have  Mr.  Sinnock  prepare  sketches  for 
consideration.  If  approval  is  given  to  this  plan,  a 
prompt  statement  from  the  Treasury  that  the  Mint 
will  produce  the  design  would  forestall. ..inquiries 
from  the  press  and  elsewhere  which  are  coming  in 
daily  in  increasing  number.  I  point  out  that  the 
result  of  the  national  competition  in  connection 
with  the  Jefferson  nickel  was  none  too  satisfactory. 
...and  in  the  end  the  selection  was  made  with 
questionable  wisdom.  Once  made,  there  was  a  long 
struggle  getting  the  designer  to  produce  the  plaster 
model,... [t]he  lettering  had  to  be  changed,  the 
relief  altered,  etc.” 


n  1945  a  great  majority  of  Americans 
considered  President  Franklin  Delano 
Roosevelt  to  be  a  true  hero .  A  great  leader 
in  the  fight  against  the  Depression  at 
home  in  the  1930s,  Roosevelt  later  achieved 
enormous  stature  as  a  world  leader  who  effec¬ 
tively  led  the  Allied  coalition  against  the  Fas¬ 
cist  powers  of  Germany,  Italy,  and  Japan. 
Although  stricken  with  poliomyelitis,  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  led  the  build-up  of  the  world’s 
largest  military  force. 

At  home  he  defended  the  poor  of  the 
United  States,  the  lower  economic  classes 
having  greatly  expanded  due  to  poor  business 
conditions  (although  to  some  conservatives 
Roosevelt,  a  wealthy  man,  was  considered  “a 
traitor  to  his  class,”  and  was  known  as  “that  man 
in  the  White  House”).  FDR’s  commanding  and 
persuasive  voice  broadcast  in  his  radio  “fireside 
chats”  and  his  reassuring  bearing  endeared  him  to 
the  nation.  His  re-election  to  an  unprecedented 
fourth  term  gave  testimony  to  his  popularity. 

After  he  died  on  April  12, 1945,  he  was  remem¬ 
bered  as  the  most  important  figure  in  our  national 
affairs  and  even  more  so  in  international  politics  of 
that  time.  Thus,  it  was  fitting  that  Roosevelt’s 
image  be  considered  for  coinage. 

On  May  3,  1945,  Congressman  Clyde  Doyle  of 
California  wrote  to  Director  of  the  Mint  Nellie 
Tayloe  Ross:  “I  had  in  mind  that  it  would  be  proper 
to  have  the  likeness  of  our  great  President  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt  placed  on  the  ‘dime’.  ...and  the 
replica  of  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  on  the  other  side.” 

Introduced  a  bill 

On  the  same  date  Congressman  Morrison  intro¬ 
duced  a  bill  (H.R.  3112,  79th  Congress,  1st  Ses¬ 
sion)  in  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  “...That 
in  lieu  of  the  coinage  of  the  10-cent  piece  known  as 
the  ‘Mercury  dime,’  there  shall  be  coined  a  silver  10- 
cent  piece  which  shall  bear  on  one  side  the  likeness 
of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt  and  on  the  other  side  an  appro¬ 
priate  design  to  be  fixed  by  the  director  of  the  Mint, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  T  reasury.” 

Dan  Marovich  of  the  National  Foundation  for 
Infantile  Paralysis  (or  poliomyelitis,  Roosevelt’s 
disability),  wrote  to  Henry  Morgenthau,  Jr.,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  on  May  22,  1945:  “...accord- 


▲  Above:  One  of  John  R. 

Sinnock’s  early  models  for 
the  Roosevelt  dime.  Right: 

President  Roosevelt. 

ing  to  the  press,  our  late  President’s 
likeness  will  appear  on  the  dimes 
which  will  be  ready  for  circulation  at 
the  start  of  our  Annual  Fund-Raising  Campaign 
‘March  of  Dimes,’  January  15th,  1946.  During  our 
‘March  of  Dimes’  we  use  a  Wishing  Well  as  a  coin 
collector.  These  Wells  bear  the  inscription:  ‘Wish¬ 
ing  you  Well’.  The  thought  occurred  to  me  that 
perhaps  a  facsimile  of  the  Wishing  Well  might  be 
appropriate  for  the  reverse  side  of  the  new  dime...” 

In  a  memo  dated  May  22, 1945,  Mrs.  Ross  told 
Mr.  D.W.  Bell,  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that,  “You  will  recognize,  I  think,  that  such  a  thing 
as  a  national  competition  among  sculptors  would 
under  these  wartime  conditions  lay  an  insupport¬ 
able  burden  upon  the  Mint.  It  would  incite  a  large 
volume  of  correspondence  and  present  difficult 
incidental  problems....  Striving  as  we  are  to  meet 
coinage  and  other  demands  with  a  shortage  of 
labor,  technicians  and  supervisors,  it  is  important 
that  this  matter  of  a  new  design  be  handled  in  the 


Done  by  Mint  sculptors 

Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  noted  in  a  “Memorandum 
for  the  Files”  dated  June  7,  1945  “Mr.  Bell,  Under 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  conveyed  to  me. ..that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  approved  the 
recommendation  that  all  the  work  on  the  design 
for  the  new  Roosevelt  dime  be  done  by  Mint 
sculptors.” 

Thus,  on  this  date  the  possibility  of  a 
national  competition  for  the  design  of  the 
new  dime  was  eliminated.  The  Mint  broke  a 
tradition  nearly  four  decades  old  of  holding 
competitions  among  artists  for  new  coinage 
designs  by  assigning  the  modeling  to  its  own 
engravers.  Despite  the  lack  of  competition  in 
the  designs,  Chief  Engraver  John  R.  Sinnock’s 
final  designs  for  the  Roosevelt  dime  are  quite 
pleasing,  a  credit  to  both  him  and  the  Mint. 

However,  even  Sinnock’s  first  design 
proved  to  be  not  fully  acceptable.  Indi¬ 
viduals  at  the  Fine  Arts  Commission 
had  some  impact  on  the  finalized  de¬ 
sign,  making  significant  changes,  espe¬ 
cially  to  the  obverse  design,  which  pro¬ 
vided  some  measure  of  “competition” 
for  the  finalized  product. 

John  Sinnock,  however,  was  not  in 
good  health,  and  wrote  to  Mrs.  Ross  on 
June  15,  1945:  “...I  intend  to  follow 
your  good  counsel.  A  week  of  rest  at 
the  seashore  will  be  very  beneficial  for 
me  just  at  this  time  I  am  sure.  ...Cape  May.. .is  about 
the  quietest  place  I  know  of  and  also  has  material 
for  sketching  if  I  feel  that  energetic.” 

At  that  moment  he  had  completed  two  designs 
for  the  obverse  of  the  proposed  dime,  and  one  for 
the  reverse  using  the  theme  of  the  United  Nations 
Conference,  as  President  Roosevelt  had  been  the 
chief  architect  of  that  event. 

The  design  for  the  Roosevelt  dime  is  tradition¬ 
ally  credited  to  John  Sinnock;  however,  an  article 
in  The  CentineZ,  Winter  1991-1992,  by  Gerald  L. 
Kochel,  titled  “An  Evening  with  Gilroy  Roberts,” 
quotes  the  famous  sculptor  as  follows:  “[I  consider 
my  second  favorite  engraving  of  all  time  to  be  the] 
reverse  of  the  Roosevelt  dime.  Although  Sinnock 
got  the  credit  for  it,  I  did  most  of  the  work.  But  I 
wanted  him  to  get  the  credit;  he  was  becoming  very 
sick  and  we  were  the  best  of  friends.” 
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▲  Did  John 
Sinnock  really 
design  the  reverse  of  the 
Roosevelt  dime?  Perhaps 
not.  The  well-known 
sculptor  Gerald  L.  Kochel 
is  quoted  as  having  said: 
“Although  Sinnock  got  the 
credit  for  [the  Roosevelt 
dime  reverse],  I  did  most  of 
the  work.  But  I  wanted  him 
to  get  the  credit;  he  was 
becoming  very  sick  and  we 
were  the  best  of  friends.” 


(The  coin  illuistradons  used  in  this  article 
are  from  the  National  Archives,  and  were 
reproduced  in  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage,  by 
Don  Taxay,  1966.) 


Demand  for  the  new  coin  was  heavy  prior  to  its 
production.  Under  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  D.W. 
Bell  wrote  a  memorandum  to  Mrs.  Ross  on  August 
4,  1945  asking  if  “It  would  be  possible  for  the 
Infantile  Paralysis  organization  to  get  about  three 
thousand  of  the  Roosevelt  dimes  well  in  advance  of 
the  campaign  in  order  that  they  might  distribute 
them  to  their  workers  and  then  later  on,  just  about 
the  time  the  campaign  starts,  to  get  a  very  large 
supply.  [Basil  O’Connor,  president  of  the  National 
Foundation  for  Infantile  Paralysis]  ...hopes  that  the 
organization  can  be  the  first  to  distribute  the  dimes 
to  the  public.” 

Mrs.  Ross  answered  on  August  6th:  “It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  production  of  the  Roosevelt  dime  will 
start  the  first  of  January.  Prior  thereto  the  design 
will  have  been  made  and  dies  in  readiness  for 
production.  All  dies  are  destroyed  at  the  end  of 
each  calendar  year.  Mint  regulations  require  that 
all  coins  bear  the  current  date  in  which  they  are 
made.  After  the  first  of  January  it  will  be  possible 
to  make  several  million  dimes  a  day;  an  ample 
supply,  I  am  confident,  for  the  Infantile  Paralysis 
Fund  Drive.” 

Edwin  H.  Dressel,  superintendent  of  the  U.S. 
Mint  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Ross  on  September  13,  1945:  “Roosevelt  dime  — 
sculptured  model  of  portrait  is  being  prepared.  Mr. 
Sinnock  is  working  on  this  model  when  his  time 
permits.  However,  we  cannot  advise  you  at  this 
time  when  the  sculptured  model  will  be  submitted 
for  your  approval.”  , 

Large  scale  production 

Then  on  September  20th,  1 945 ,  Leland  Howard , 
acting  director  of  the  Mint,  wrote  to  the  superinten¬ 
dent,  U.S.  Mint,  Philadelphia:  “In  reference  to  the 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  10-cent  piece:  We  are  to 
begin  coining  this  piece  January  1946  and  every¬ 
thing  should  be  in  readiness  for  each  of  the  three 
mints  to  go  into  large  scale  production  the  first 
operating  day  of  the  year  and  to  maintain  peak 
production  for  some  time.  This  means  that  each 
mint  should  have  an  adequate  supply  of  working 
dies  on  hand  and  plenty  of  dime  blanks  and  ingots 
so  as  to  assure  a  plentiful  issue  of  the  coins  before 
Mr.  Roosevelt’s  birthday  January  30,  1946.  Please 
have  any  necessary  adjustments  such  as  changes  in 
the  upsetting  or  diameter  of  the  blanks  worked  out 
so  that  no  delay  may  be  caused  by  experimenting 
after  the  first  of  the  year.  Working  dies  should  be 
forwarded  to  San  Francisco  and  Denver  in  time  for 
them  to  make  their  own  trials.” 

This  time  frame  was  not  met  in  actuality,  coin¬ 
ing  beginning  two  weeks  into  the  new  year.  Tele¬ 
grams  in  Mint  files  indicate  concern  on  the  part  of 
the  branch  mints  regarding  the  delay  in  the  dies 
being  sent  to  them  late  in  1945. 

In  a  letter  dated  October  8,  1945  from  the 
acting  superintendent,  U.S.  Mint,  Philadelphia  to 
the  director  of  the  Mint,  Washington,  DC,  it  is 
noted  that  Sinnock’s  phase  I  designs  utilizing  a 
profile  photograph  of  President  Roosevelt  super¬ 
imposed  on  a  coin  design  had  been  prepared  as 
early  as  August  1,  and  that  revised  designs  were 
being  forwarded,  totaling  four  of  the  obverse  and 
five  of  the  reverse.  The  letter  reads:  “...the  arrange¬ 
ment  which  [Mrs.  Ross]  and  Mr.  Sinnock  liked  the 
best  and  which  they  felt  would  make  the  more 
artistic  coin  [is]  the  more ‘classic’ treatment.  ...These 


sculptured  models  are  a  ‘composite’  from  all  the 
various  photographs  combined.  ...In  view  of  Mr. 
Howard’s  letter  advising  that  everything  should  be 
in  readiness  for  each  of  the  three  mints  to  go  into 
large  scale  production  the  first  operating  day  of  the 
year  and  to  maintain  peak  production  for  some 
time,  we  should  have  immediate  approval  of  the 
sculptured  model  and  selection  of  the  reverse  should 
be  made  without  delay,  since  it  will  take  three 
weeks  to  make  a  sculptured  model  of  the  reverse 
and  at  least  a  month  from  the  date  the  sculptured 
models  are  returned  to  this  institution  approved 
before  trial  working  dies  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Coiner.  The  Coining  Department  will  require  a 
minimum  of  three  weeks  to  complete  their  experi¬ 
mental  work.” 

Serious  stumbling  block 

Although  all  looked  well  for  the  moment,  a 
serious  stumbling  block  in  the  final  approval  pro¬ 
cess  was  encountered.  On  Octouer  12,  1945  Mr. 
Howard,  had  submitted  Sinnock’s  designs  for  the 
proposed  Roosevelt  dime  to  the  Commission  of 
Fine  Arts  for  their  consideration.  Gilmore  D.  Clarke, 
Chairman  of  the  Commission  noted  the  portrait  of 
Roosevelt  needed  more  dignity  :  “...the  angle  at 
which  [the  head]  is  placed  on  the  background  — 
and  the  shape  and  ending  of  the  neck  are  at  fault. 


Also,  the  small  letter  R  in  the  word  Trust  is  too 
small.  It  would  be  better  to  reduce  the  phrase  so 
that  the  letters  will  be  of  one  size.  The  design  for  the 
reverse  having  the  branches  on  each  side  of  the 
torch  without  the  hand,  and  ONE  DIME  in  large 
lettering  at  the  bottom,  is  excellent.  Our  only 
suggestion  would  be  that  the  flame  of  the  torch 
have  a  more  classical  form.” 

The  recommendations  of  the  commission  were 
accepted  and  the  revised  design  by  means  of  a  new 
model  for  the  obverse  was  forwarded  by  Sinnock 
through  Edwin  Dressel,  superintendent,  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  to  Mrs.  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross  on  October  24, 
1 945 .  Dressel  noted,  “Mr.  Sinnock  suggests  it  might 
be  well  to  point  out  that  all  the  modeling,  such  as 
wrinkles  on  the  face,  the  hair,  etc.,  will  show  up 
very  much  stronger  when  reproduced  into  metal 
than  it  does  in  the  plaster  cast,  and  this  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  He  feels  that  the  portrait 
on  the  dime  model  is  better  than  on  the  regular 
presidential  medal  —  although  it  loses  something 
in  having  to  be  in  very  much  lower  relief,  and 
smaller  size.  Details  can  be  retouched  in  the  steel 
hub,  actual  size  of  coin,  if  further  accents  or  soften¬ 
ing  is  thought  desirable.  In  Mr.  Sinnock’s  opinion  it 
would  be  a  serious  mistake  to  show  any  part  of  a 
collar  at  the  neck  line,  without  expert  advice  of 
some  sculptor  of  outstanding  reputation  in  this 
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highly  specialized  field  of  low  relief  portraiture 
such  as  John  Flanagan...” 

No  collar  was  placed  on  FDR’s  dime  portrait. 

Mr.  Dressell  forwarded  on  November  21, 1945 
two  photographs  to  Mrs.  Ross — of  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  plaster  models  of  the  proposed 
Roosevelt  dime,  which  had  been  selected  as  final, 
after  a  conference  with  Lee  Lawrie,  the  sculptor 
member  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Aits.  The  shape 
of  the  ending  of  the  neck  had  been  changed  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  commission,  and  the  flame  at  the 
end  of  the  torch  on  the  reverse  was  modified  to  a 
classical  form  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lawrie.  After 
a  few  months  of  haggling  and  a  number  of  revi¬ 
sions,  all  was  now  in  order.  With  so  many  individu¬ 
als  to  please,  it  would  be  a  great  test  for  any 
sculptor1  s  design  to  pass  these  hurdles  without  any 
design  change. 

Mrs.  Ross  affirmed  in  a  letter  on  November  28, 
1945  to  Mr.  Shaeffer,  Director  of  Press  Relations, 
that  the  design  of  the  dime  would  change  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1946,  using  a  President 
Roosevelt  portrait  instead  of  the  winged  Liberty 
head.  She  noted:  “The  design  now  in  use  has  been 
in  effect  more  than  the  25  years  required  by  law 
before  a  change  can  be  made.  (Should  the  Secre¬ 
tary  be  asked  whether  any  other  coins  are  eligible 
for  a  change  of  design,  the  fact  is  that  the  50-cent 
piece  and  1-cent  piece  are  both  eligible,  but  no 
consideration  has  been  given  to  changes  of  design 
of  those  coins.)” 

Mrs.  Ross  also  commented  that  the  late 
President’s  portrait  being  placed  on  the  dime  was 
controversial  due  to  the  short  time  span  between 
his  death  and  the  use  of  his  portrait  for  the  main 
design  element.  In  the  same  letter,  she  noted:  “The 
subject  of  most  live  interest,  probably,  at  the  mo¬ 
ment,  is  that  steps  are  being  taken  to  modernize  the 
mints  and  expand  their  coinage  capacity.  The  Mint 
service  has  outgrown  its  physicriod  for  trial  strikes 
due  to  certain  technical  difficulties.  In  a  letter 
dated  December  3, 1945  from  Helen  Moore,  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Mint,  to  Mrs.  Ross,  she  said 
she  had  talked  to  Sinnock  that  morning  and  had 
emphasized  the  need  for  making  trial  dies  avail¬ 
able  to  the  Coiner  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  She 
noted:  “The  obverse  was  taken  off  the  reducing 
machine  this  morning;  the  reverse  is  going  on  this 
afternoon.  By  cutting  the  full  reduction  in  one 
operation,  instead  of  cutting  an  intermediate  brass 
and  depending  upon  hand  engraving  to  make  up 
for  what  he  loses  in  this  operation,  Mr.  Sinnock  is 
of  the  opinion  that  working  dies  will  be  available  to 
the  Coiner  on  December  12th.  This  will  serve  for 
the  trial  strikes  and  possibly  the  final  and  perma¬ 
nent  design.  Of  the  latter,  Mr.  Sinnock  cannot  be 
sure  until  trial  strikes  are  made,  but  it  will  give  the 
Coiner  an  opportunity  to  determine  the  size  of  his 
planchet.  He  does  not  like  to  take  this  ‘short  cut’; 
however,  there  is  no  alternative  if  the  die  is  to  be  in 
the  Coiner’s  hands  prior  to  the  date  of  December 
17th  mentioned  this  morning.” 

Very  low  relief 

She  further  commented,  “Incidentally,  Mr. 
Sinnock  has  made  this  a  very  low  relief  and  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  planchet  used  presently  for  dime 
coinage  will  require  little,  if  any,  modification. 
This,  of  course,  cannot  be  definitely  ascertained 
until  experiments  are  completed.  As  soon  as  the 


correct  size  planchet  is  determined,  we  will  wire 
both  San  Francisco  and  Denver.  Working  dies  and 
collars  will  be  shipped  to  the  two  western  mints  as 
soon  as  available;  however,  shopping  date  cannot 
be  determined  at  this  writing,  but  everything  pos¬ 
sible  is  being  done  to  expedite.” 

In  a  letter  on  December  7,  1945,  Moses  E. 
Smith,  superintendent  of  the  Denver  Mint,  wrote: 
“We  have  not  yet  received  the  dies  mentioned  and 
are  still  uncertain  as  to  the  size  of  the  cut  blank.  We 
could  start  production  of  blanks  about  December 
20,  if  you  can  give  us  this  information.  As  to  the 
number  of  presses  to  put  on  this  new  dime  coinage, 
we  can,  with  the  use  of  duals,  produce  something 
over  $100,000  per  day.” 

This  figure  was  reached  on  the  ninth  day  of 
their  actual  coinage  in  1946,  a  testimony  to  their 
planning. 


Finalized  model 

As  late  as  December  10,  1945  Sinnock  was 
authorized  by  the  acting  director  of  the  Mint  to  go 
to  Easton,  Maryland  for  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Lawrie  of  the  Commission  of  Fine  Arts  regarding 
the  finalized  model  of  the  obverse.  Sinnock  wrote 
to  Mrs.  Ross  on  December  13th,  “Enclosed  you  will 
please  find  photographs  of  the  revised  model  of  the 
portrait  of  President  Roosevelt,  which  I  have  worked 
out  here  with  Mr.  Lawrie’s  suggestions.  The  dime 
being  such  a  small  coin  we  thought  that  the  portrait 
should  be  larger  even  though  it  will  have  to  be  low 
in  relief  to  coin.  If  this  new  model  meets  with  your 
approval  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  photo¬ 
graphs  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commission  of  the  Fine  Arts  that  he  might 
mail  them  to  the  members,  requesting  that  they 
reply  by  wire  to  him  regarding  them.  We  feel 
that.. .the  larger  head  within  the  circle  is  consid¬ 
ered  better  because  the  dime  is  such  a  small  coin, 
and  this  gives  all  the  importance  to  the  portrait  that 
the  space  seems  to  allow.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
letters  of  the  inscription  and  the  border  on  the 
model  are  incomplete.  These  will  be  perfected 
before  an  electrotype  is  made.  ...I  have  made  a  few 
slight  changes  in  the  features  but  the  principal 
modification  has  been  with  regard  to  the  size  and 
position  within  the  disc.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  tonight  or  tomorrow  morning  and 
complete  work  on  the  model  as  soon  as  possible.” 

The  eight  photographs  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Cammerer  on  December  20th. 

Four  trial  strikes  of  the  Roosevelt  dime  were 
received  by  the  office  of  the  director  of  the  Mint  on 
December  20,  1945  with  instructions  that  they 
would  be  returned  to  the  Philadelphia  Mint  at  a 
later  date  for  destruction,  the  procedure  for  dispo¬ 
sition  of  pattern  die  trial  pieces.  A  Mint  record  of 
January  9, 1946  notes  a  total  of  50  trial  strikes.  All 
were  later  “released”  for  circulation  and  not  de¬ 
stroyed  as  they  were  identical  to  those  that  were 
struck  for  circulation. 

A  telegram  sent  December  28,  1945  from  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  to  the  director  of  the  Mint 
expressed  concern  over  the  need  for  working  dies 
to  start  the  new  year,  asking  “if  we  will  get  them  to 
start  new  year  or  shall  we  make  other  arrange¬ 
ments?”  presumably  meaning  continuation  of  the 
existing  design  into  the  new  year,  or  a  total  halt  in 
coinage  of  dimes  until  the  Roosevelt  design  was 
ready  to  go,  which  could  have  resulted  in  a  dime 


shortage  and  a  failure  to  satisfy  public  demand. 

Mrs.  Ross  wrote  a  memorandum  for  the  files  on 
January  3,  1946  noting  that  “Mr.  Dressel  tells  me 
over  the  telephone  today,  that  it  will  be  Friday, 
January  11th,  before  Mr.  Sinnock  can  come  over 
with  trial  strikes  of  the  new  dime.  Assuming  that  it 
is  approved  and  that  no  further  obstacles  arise,  he 
thinks  the  dies  can  be  made  for  the  western  Mints 
and  shipped  out  to  them  on  or  somewhat  before 
Tuesday,  the  22nd.  At  the  same  time  the  dies  are 
shipped  out  to  the  western  Mints,  production  can 
start  in  Philadelphia.” 

Sinnock’s  deadline  of  January  22nd  was  met 
ahead  of  schedule  and  production  commenced  at 
noon  January  18,  with  the  Treasurer’s  office  offi¬ 
cially  releasing  dimes  to  the  public  on  February  5, 
according  to  a  telegram  sent  by  Mrs.  Ross  on 
January  17,  1946. 

The  file  contains  a  record  of  coining  of  the  new 
dimes  by  the  three  mints  from  January  18  to 
January  25  for  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  from 
January  18  to  January  30  for  the  Denver  and  San 
Francisco  Mints.  The  San  Francisco  Mint  had  the 
slowest  start  with  $15,000  in  dimes  produced  the 
first  day,  Denver  with  $20,000  in  dimes,  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  with  $112,000  in  dimes.  Within  a  few  days 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  exceeded  production  at 
Denver,  and  continued  ahead  each  day  up  to  the 
30th. 

The  requests  of  the  Infantile  Paralysis  organiza¬ 
tion  for  the  January  1946  March  of  Dimes  cam¬ 
paign  met  with  little  success.  The  request  to  place 
the  “Wishing  Well”  on  the  reverse  of  the  new  dime 
was  not  met,  and  a  decision  was  made  to  go  with 
the  United  Nations  oriented  reverse  design.  Leland 
Howard,  Acting  Director  of  the  Mint,  sent  a  tele¬ 
gram  on  January  17, 1946,  saying:  “Mint  does  not 
distribute  coins.  That  function  belongs  to  Trea¬ 
surer  of  United  States.  Understand  that  office  will 
release  dimes  February  5th  through  Federal  Re¬ 
serve  Banks  and  Branches.  You  may  desire  to 
consult  with  Philadelphia  Bank.” 

This  effectively  denied  their  earlier  request  of 
August  1945  for  3,000  Roosevelt  dimes  to  be 
distributed  to  the  organization  workers  in  advance 
and  to  later  provide  their  helpers  with  a  large 
supply.  In  fact,  the  first  date  of  coinage  was  Janu¬ 
ary  18, 1946,  three  days  too  late  for  the  beginning 
of  the  March  of  Dimes  campaign.  The  organization 
had  requested  to  receive  the  first  Roosevelt  dimes 
to  be  struck,  but  the  Mint  took  care  to  keep  control 
over  trial  strikes,  directing  that  they  be  returned  for 
destruction  according  to  normal  practice  with  pat¬ 
tern  die  trial  pieces.  However,  once  coinage  had 
begun  the  trial  pieces  were  released  as  they  were 
identical  to  the  regular  coinage. 

3,000  pattern  pieces 

Today,  one  can  speculate  that  the  Mint  could 
have  provided  the  organization,  surely  a  good 
cause,  with  3,000  pattern  pieces  of  the  earlier 
design  with  the  hand  holding  the  torch  on  the 
reverse.  If  the  coins  had  netted  $100  each  at  the 
time,  the  proceeds  would  have  come  to  $300,000, 
and  collectors  in  1946  would  have  been  quite 
pleased! 

Regarding  U.S.  coinage  in  general,  the  Roosevelt 
dime  has  heavier  lettering  and  a  more  modernistic 
character  than  preceding  types.  The  mintmark  was 
placed  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  from  1 946  through 
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1964.  The  mintmark  on  the  obverse  began  in  1968. 
Clad  coinage  started  in  1965  and  continues  to  date. 

What  better  way  to  remember  FDR,  the  leader 
and  WW  II  hero,  than  by  the  Roosevelt  dime? 

The  new  dime  not  only  served  the  cause  of  the 
March  of  Dimes  admirably,  but  was  needed  in  ever- 
increasing  quantity  in  the  economic  boom  of  the 
1950s  and  1960s  —  as  well  as  later  in  periods  of 


varying  economic  success  in  the  nation. 
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“Two  interesting  people,  dedicated  to  the  hobby” 


uring  the  course  of  preparing  our  annual 
auction  in  January  each  year  with  the 
Florida  United  Numismatists  group,  we 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  working  with 
Roger  P.  Bryan  and  his  wife  Ginger.  The  Bryans,  a 
husband  and  wife  dealer  team,  are  among  the 
familiar  faces  on  the  coin  collecting  scene  and  have 
a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Roger  is  serving  his  third  term  as  FUN  president 
and  has  served  on  the  FUN  Board  of  Directors  for 
nearly  20  years  as  public  relations,  advertising, 
bourse,  and  general  chairman.  This  year  the  Florida 
United  Numismatists  was  the  host  club  for  the 
1992  ANA  Convention. 

A  life  member  of  FUN,  ANA,  ANS,  TSNS,  TNA, 
CSNS,  GNA,  NCNA,  MSNS,  Commemorative  Soci¬ 
ety,  GSNA  and  AINA,  Roger  is  also  founding  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  National  Silver  Dollar  Roundtable. 
Numismatic  News  presented  him  with  a  Numis¬ 
matic  Ambassador  Award  in  January  1991.  He  has 
served  on  the  ANACS  Advisory  Committee,  as  an 
instructor  for  ANA  grading  seminars,  and  was  a 
consultant  for  ANACS. 

Roger’s  wife  Ginger  proudly  wears  a  WIN 
(Women  in  Numismatics)  button.  Ginger  has 
worked  for  over  20  years  as  an  accountant,  experi¬ 
ence  that  has  come  in  handy  for  all  the  duties  she 
performs  for  FUN.  She  has  worked  with  Roger  in 
their  own  company,  Bryan  Ltd.,  and  became  a 
director  on  the  board  of  Florida  United  Numisma¬ 
tists  in  1986,  since  then  serving  as  director,  secre¬ 
tary,  bourse  chairman  and  convention  coordina¬ 
tor — producing  one  of  the  largest  annual  numis¬ 
matic  conventions  in  the  country — recognized 
throughout  the  world  as  one  of  the  “Big  Three” 
conventions  not  to  miss. 

“Ginger  Says” 

“Ginger  Says”  is  a  column  written  by  Ginger  for 
each  issue  of  the  Fun  Topics  publication.  She  likes 
to  write  about  the  lighter  side  of  being  a  numisma¬ 
tist.  Ginger  and  Roger  have  one  son,  Roger  “Rod” 
Bryan,  and  two  little  grandsons,  Jesse  and  Justin. 

This  is  an  impressive  list  of  the  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  two  interesting  people  dedicated  to  the 
coin  hobby.  However,  there  is  more.  Roger  recently 
wrote  to  Dave  Bowers  on  the  subject  of  old-time 
theatres.  As  many  Rare  Coin  Review  readers  know, 
one  of  Dave’s  personal  interests  is  old-time  the¬ 
atres,  particularly  the  nickelodeon  variety  from  the 
early  part  of  the  century.  It  turns  out  that  Roger 
Bryan  has  a  close  connection  with  the  field.  His 
letter  read  in  part,  “c/ass  people  always  have  more 
than  one  interest.  .  Roger  was  writing  about  a 
subject  other  than  coins  after  seeing  our  ad  solicit¬ 
ing  post  cards  of  pre-1920  film  personalities  in 
Postcard  Collector.  The  letter  read,  in  part: 


“My  family  were  early  pioneers  in  the  theatre 
business  in  North  Carolina.  My  grandfather,  F.P. 
Bryan,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  manag¬ 
ers  in  Charlotte.  My  father,  F.P.  Bryan,  Jr.,  deliv¬ 
ered  film  for  Benton  Brothers  Express  throughout 
the  state. 

“My  grandfather’s  heart  failed  him  in  1937,  the 
same  year  I  was  born.  My  family  wished  to  continue 
in  the  theatre  business,  and  they  purchased  the 
Clay  Theatre  in  Green  Cove  Springs,  Florida  in 
June.  I  was  three  months  old,  and  the  doctors  told 
my  parents  that  I  would  die  if  they  moved  me  to 
Florida.  They  had  me  on  some  kind  of  special 
formula.  Boy,  did  I  fool  them! 

“We  moved  to  Florida,  and  the  entire  family 
worked  at  the  theatre.  My  father  was  the  manager, 
his  brother  Philip  ran  the  projectors,  his  sister 
Martha  sold  tickets  and  everyone  else  ushered  and 
maintained  the  place. 

“I  spent  my  evenings  sleeping  on  the  front  seat 
of  my  parents’  Chrysler.  The  family  took  turns 
checking  on  me — I  guess  they  were  interested  to 
know  whether  I  would  expire  or  not.  Maybe  this  is 
the  reason  I  like  to  travel — I  was  raised  on  the  front 
seat  of  an  automobile.  Not  many  people  can  claim 
that!  I’m  not  sure  this  would  be  possible  today. 

“At  six  years  old,  I  was  selling  the  Atlanta 
Journal,  and  I  purchased  my  first  Lionel  train.  At 
eight  I  had  my  own  paper  route  and  from  money  I 
collected  from  my  subscribers,  started  my  coin 
collection.  For  some  strange  reason  I  liked  silver 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


▲  Above:  Roger  Bryan  and  his  wife 
Ginger:  “Interesting  people  dedicated  to 
the  hobby.”  Left:  Clay  Theatre  in  Green 
Cove  Springs,  Florida:  “I  was  operating 
the  motion  picture  projectors  when  I 
was  11  years  old,”  Roger  noted. 

dollars  best.  Most  of  my  subscribers  would  pay  for 
three  months  in  advance.  I  liked  that! 

“I  was  operating  the  motion  picture  projectors 
when  I  was  11  years  old  and  became  the  main 
projectionist  when  I  reached  12.  My  Uncle  Philip 
moved  to  Savannah,  Georgia.  He  expired  this  past 
February.” 

“I  went  to  school  and  worked  evenings  running 
the  projectors.  We  didn’t  open  until  5:00  p.m.,  so 
this  worked  out  well.  However,  I  didn’t  get  to  bed 
before  midnight,  and  most  school-age  children 
were  in  bed  by  9:30  p.m. — the  time  when  my  last 
feature  started.  I  made  $22  a  week.  This  was  1949!” 

Midnight  to  8:00  a.m. 

“I  owned  the  first  car  in  my  class  when  I  was  16 
years  old,  and  I  drove  it  to  Knoxville,  Tennessee  by 
myself.  I  continued  to  operate  the  projectors  until 
1  was  18  years  old,  and  after  graduation  I  went  to 
work  for  Burlington  Industries.  I  made  $150  a 
week,  and  this  was  1955;  however,  the  only  shift  I 
could  get  was  third,  and  that  meant  midnight  to 
8:00  a.m.  I  did  this  for  two  years. 

“My  next  stop  was  accessory  manager  for  Florida 
State  Theatres  in  Jacksonville.  I  serviced  all  affili¬ 
ated  theatres  in  the  state.  Soon  after,  I  realized  that 
the  theatre  business  was  slowly  evaporating.  Thus 
entered  Bryan,  Ltd.,  Inc.,  my  coin  business.  I’ve 
seen  all  the  ups  and  downs  associated  with  the 
business,  as  we  all  have.  I  hate  the  DOWNS! 

“I,  too,  collect  postcards;  however,  most  of  my 
collection  consists  of  my  home  town,  early  Florida, 
and  those  big  black  things  that  huff-and-puff 
smoke — the  ‘Iron  Horse.’  ” 

Indeed,  the  most  interesting  people  have  more 
than  one  interest.  Thank  you,  Roger,  for  sharing 
some  of  yours  with  us. 
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1943- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  (Special:  10  for  $235),  or 

buy  a  single  coin  for . 17.00 

1944:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $8  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 
$12  (Special:  10  for  $145)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$17  (Special:  10  for  $225)  •  MS-65.  Brilliant. 
(Special:  10  for  $420),  or  buy  a  single 
coin  for . 30.00 

1944- D:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $9  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 

$14  (Special:  10  for  $160)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant. 
$17  (Special:  10  for  $235)  •  MS-65  FB.  Bril¬ 
liant.  (Special:  10  for  $560),  or  buy  a  single 
coin  for  $35  •  MS-66  FB  (PCGS) . 79.00 

1944- S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $10  (Special:  10  for 

$110)  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $14  (Special:  10  for 
$130)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17  •  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  $30  (Special:  10  for  $290)  •  MS-65  FB. 
Brilliant.  $40  •  MS-66.  Brilliant . 79.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12  (Special:  10  for 
$145)  •  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Very'  rare  with  full 
bands  (although  readily  available  with  weak 
bands).  $595  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $18  (Special: 
10  for  $255)  •  MS-65.  Brilliant . 35.00 

1945- D:  •  MS-60.  $9  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $12  (Spe¬ 

cial:  10  for  $175;  100  for  $1,695,  while  an  old- 
time  hoard  lasts)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17  (Spe¬ 
cial:  10  for  $245;  100  for  $2,350)  •  MS-65. 
(Special:  10  for  $440) . 30.00 

1945-S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  $14  (Special:  10  for 
$175)  •  MS-64.  Brilliant.  $17  (Special:  10  for 
$255)  •  MS-65.  (Special:  10  for  $450),  or  buy  a 

single  coin  for  $30  •  MS-65  FB  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59.00 

Roosevelt  Dimes 

1950  to  1964  Complete  set  of  Proof 
Roosevelt  dimes  struck  in  silver.  Proof- 
63  to  65, 15  different  dates.  Sparkling  beauties 
housed  in  a  Capital  Plastic  display  holder.  These 
have  been  very  popular.  Buy  a  set  for  yourself, 
or  one  for  your  son  or  daughter.  Quality  like  this 
never  goes  out  of  style . 199.00 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces 

1875-S:  •  VF-20.  $95  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $875  • 
$  Variety  (mintmark  appears  as  a  dollar  sign) . 
MS-63  (PCGS).  $1,895  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Beautiful  and  popular . 1,895.00 


Glittering  Gem  1876  204 


1876  MS-64  (NGC).  When  we  bought  this  coin 
we  were  very  excited.  Business  strike  1876  20- 
cent  pieces  are  very  rare,  and  it  is  often  a  year 
or  two  between  such  offerings  in  our  inventory. 
A  glittering  gem  specimen  that  will  please  the 
most  discriminating  buyer . 3,495.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOLK  BEST  INVESTMENT 


Quarter  Dollars 

Draped  Bust  Quarters 


Low-Mintage  1804  254 


1804  Browning-1.  F-15.  First  year  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Rare,  low-mintage 
date . 2,950.00 


1820  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,495.00 


Remarkable  1828  25/504  Quarter 
One  of  the  finest  known 


1828  25/504.  B-3.  MS-61  (ANACS 
Cache).  A  superb  specimen,  quite  possibly  the 
finest  we  have  ever  handled,  of  this  rare  issue. 
Unlike  its  cousin,  the  1822  struck  from  the 
same  error  reverse  die,  the  1828  25/504  is 
exceedingly  rare  in  higher  grade  levels.  This 
coin  is  a  specialist’s  dream  come  true!  Lustrous 
and  attractive  with  light  toning . 12,850.00 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1841- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  silver, 

with  some  toning  at  the  borders . 1,395.00 

1842- 0  Large  Date.  EF-45.  A  very  scarce  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  issue . 495.00 

1849  AU-58 . 575.00 

1849-0  F-12.  An  attractive  specimen  of  one  of 
the  most  famous  issues  in  the  early  Liberty 

Seated  series . 895.00 

1851-0  F-12.  Steel  gray  surfaces . 425.00 

Pleasing  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  254 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  Only  year  of  the  design 
type  with  rays  on  the  reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
An  especially  well-struck  specimen.  .  3,950.00 

1854  With  Arrows  at  Date.  AU-50.  (ANACS 

Cache) . 235.00 

Rare  Uncirculated  1857-S  254 


1857-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  with 
attractive  light  toning.  One  of  the  very  finest  we 
have  ever  handled  of  this  rare  issue.  A  splendid 
coin  that  will  be  one  of  the  prizes  in  even  the 
most  advanced  specialist’s  collection.  Even  the 
most  experienced  collector  will  become  excited 
over  this  one!  The  1857-S  is  very  seldom  seen 
in  Uncirculated  grade,  and  often  a  period  of 
years  will  elapse  between  our  having  one  in 
stock . 3,950.00 


Numismatics  and  Treasure  Hunting 


The  following  letter  is  from  Tom  Sebring: 

Dear  Dave  [Bowers]: 

I  spoke  to  you  briefly  yesterday  at  your  auc¬ 
tion  of  the  Witham  and  Sansoucy  collections  in 
New  York  City,  regarding  the  Central  America 
medal  which  I  had  just  purchased  at  the  sale.  It  is 
an  exciting  piece  and  I  am  very  gratified  to  have 
obtained  it. 

As  I  mentioned  to  you  1  research,  write,  and 
speak  on  the  subject  of  shipwrecks  and  sunken 
treasure.  Interestingly,  an  article  of  mine  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  May  issue  of  The  Numismatist,  titled 
“The  Silver  Shoals  Treasure  and  the  Men  Who 
Found  It,”  I  utilized  another  medal  I  purchased  at 
one  of  your  sales — on  June  13,  1990,  Lot  5024, 
the  Conception  medal.  In  addition  to  numerous 
articles  on  the  subject  of  shipwrecks  and  treasure, 


I  have  also  written  a  book  titled  Treasure  Tales: 
Shipwrecks  and  Salvage. 

Beyond  the  loss  and  recovery  of  gold  and 
silver,  many  shipwrecks  involve  fascinating  hu¬ 
man  interest  stories,  and  it  is  these  which  particu¬ 
larly  appeal  to  me.  Even  before  receiving  your 
catalogue  I  had  zeroed  in  on  Captain  Herndon’s 
role  in  the  Central  America  shipwreck  as  a  great 
story  and  had  begun  to  research  it.  Obtaining  the 
medal  and  information  relating  to  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  help  flush  out  the  story.  .  . 

Incidentally,  your  auction  catalogues  are  an 
important  part  of  my  numismatic  library  as  are 
your  books.  I  must  complement  you  on  the  easy, 
pleasant  style  with  which  you  communicate  nu¬ 
mismatic  information  in  your  books  and  articles. 
Thank  you  for  your  help. 
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1858-0  AU-58 . 625.00 

1859  EF-40 . 65.00 

1860-S  F-15.  Rare  San  Francisco  Mint  issue. 

Seldom  seen  in  any  grade . 675.00 

1861  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  ideal  coin  for  a  type 

set . 1,095.00 

1865-S  VF-20  (ANACS  Cache).  Just  41,000  pieces 

were  struck  this  year . 295.00 

1866  EF-40 . 675.00 

1867-S  F-15.  Rare  in  all  grades . 295.00 


1873  Arrows  at  Date:  •  MS-62.  $1,295  •  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  coin  with  attractive 
light  toning.  Ideal  for  an  advanced  type  set 

collector . 2,195.00 

1875-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  piece  with  attractive 
light  toning . 450.00 

Gem  1877-CC  Quarter 


1877-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and 
deeply  frosty — a  splendid  coin  of  superb  aes¬ 
thetic  appeal . 3,195.00 


1877-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  coin  which  exhibits 
sharp,  frosty  devices  and  lustrous  surfaces  lightly 
splashed  with  iridescent  rose,  sky  blue,  and 
gold  highlights.  This  beauty  belongs  in  your 

type  set . 2,350.00 

1890  AU-50 . 295.00 

1891-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply  struck,  brilliant 
and  very  frosty!  An  item  the  connoisseur  will 
appreciate;  many  MS-65  coins  don’t  look  this 
nice! . 825.00 


Barber  Quarters 

1892:  •  AU-55.  $149  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  695.00 
1896  MS-64.  This  coin  could  not  have  been  any 
more  frosty  or  brilliant  on  the  day  it  was  made! 

A  beauty! . 850.00 

1896-0  Key  issue.  EF-40.  Attractive  for  the 

grade . 375.00 

1896-S  EF-40.  Third  rarest  issue  in  the  Barber 
quarter  series.  A  sharp  and  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  key  variety . 1,450.00 

1899  MS-62  (PCGS) . 295.00 


Dazzling  Gem  1901-S  Rarity 


1901-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  dazzling  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  issue  in  the  entire 
Barber  quarter  series.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all 
grades,  the  1901-S  emerges  as  an  outstanding 
rarity  in  MS-65.  This  will  be  the  centerpiece  of 
an  advanced  Barber  quarter  dollar  cabinet. 
Equal  to  one  we  recently  saw  at  the  $75,000 
level! . 39,500.00 


1904  MS-64  (NGC) . 650.00 

1906  AU-55 . 145.00 

1909  AU-50 . 135.00 


1913-S  VF-20.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  the 
lowest-mintage  issue  in  the  Barber  quarter  se¬ 
ries.  Absolutely  guaranteed  authentic.  First  or¬ 
der  gets  it  for  just . 2,350.00 

1915:  •  AU-58  (ANACS  Cache).  $165  •  MS-64. 
A  pleasing  coin  with  frosty  lustre.  Ideally  suited 
for  inclusion  in  a  high-grade  type  set.  $875  • 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  attractive  light 


golden  peripheral  toning . 875.00 

1915- D  AU-50  (PCGS) . 145.00 

1916- D  Barber:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $525  •  MS- 

64  (NGC) . 875.00 


Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Superb  Gem  1916  Standing  Liberty  25<t 
MS-65  (PCGS) 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-65  (  PCGS). 

With  a  total  mintage  of  just  52  000  pieces,  the 
1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollar  is  one  of 
the  rarest  of  all  20th-century  issues.  Eagerly 
sought  in  all  grades,  this  outstanding  gem  speci¬ 
men  will  grace  the  finest  numismatic  cabinet. 
Iridescent  rainbows  at  the  rims  surround  lus¬ 
trous  golden  centers.  Aesthetically  beautiful 
and  numismatically  important . 14,995.00 


1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS)  We  recently 
bought  a  small  group  of  high-grade  pieces. 

Now,  only  two  remain!  Each . 1,495.00 

1918/7-S  F-12  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  the  single  rarest  variety  in  the  Standing 

Liberty  series . 1,675.00 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS) . 250.00 

1924-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  395.00 
1926-D:  •  AU-58.  $145  •  MS-63  (NGC).  $185  • 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of  pale 
golden  toning.  $350  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  75% 


Full  Head . 495.00 

1928- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350.00 

1929- S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 350.00 


_ Washington  Quarters _ 

1932  MS-64 . 55.00 

1932-D  Key  low-mintage  issue:  •  EF-40.  $160  • 

AU-50 . 295.00 

1932-S  Key  low-mintage  issue.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 525.00 

1934:  •  AU-58.  $14  •  MS-64 . 39.00 

1936  MS-64 . 29.00 

1936-D  EF-40 . 36.00 

1936- S  MS-63 . 65.00 

1937  MS-63 . 35.00 

1937- D  MS-62 . 42.00 

1939  MS-65 . 49.00 

1939- D  MS-62 . 32.00 

1940- S  MS-63 . 22.00 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1942-S:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $49  •  MS-63.  ..79.00 

1944-D:  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $9  •  MS-63.  Brilliant. 

$16  •  MS-64 . 14.00 

1944- S  MS-64 . 16.00 

1945  MS-63 . 9.00 

1945- D  MS-64 . 14.00 

1945-S  MS-64 . 12.00 

1947-S  MS-65 . 19.00 


1948- S:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  (Special:  10  for  $110), 
or  buy  a  single  coin  for  $13  •  MS-64.  ...  14.00 

1949:  •  MS-63.  Brilliant.  (Special:  10  for  $220),  or 
buy  a  single  coin  for  $25  •  MS-64 . 26.00 

1949- D  MS-64 . 15.00 


1950-D/S  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache).  Frosty  mint  lus¬ 


tre . 285.00 

1950-S  MS-65 . 22.00 

1953  Proof-63 . 22.00 

1955-D  MS-64 . 6.00 


Half  Dollars 


Flowiug  Hair  Half  Dollars 

1795:  •  Overton-103.  F-15.  $850  •  O- 
102.  Rarity-5.  VG-10  (PCGS)  $975  • 
F-15 . 1,350.00 


A  Family  Project 

The  following  letter  is  from  Dorothy  M.: 

“My  husband  and  I  really  enjoy  our  Morgan 
silver  dollar  collection  as  it  grows,  and  we 
appreciate  your  help  in  putting  it  together  for 
us.  The  coins  are  all  quite  handsome,  and  our 
collection  has  expanded  at  a  more  rapid  rate 
than  we  ever  hoped  it  would.” 
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An  “ Inside ” 
Report  on 
Bowers  and 
Merena  Auction 


B 


y  any  measure  our  sale  of  the 
Witham  and  Sansoucy  Collections 
held  in  New  York  City  September 
14-15,  1992  was  a  smash  success.  A  rec¬ 
ord  number  of  bidders  participated  by 
mail  and  in-person.  So  many  bids  came 
in  by  telephone,  mail,  and  FAX  that  if 
there  had  been  no  in-person  participa¬ 
tion  at  all  the  sale  would  have  done  well. 


In  keeping  with  the  current  market,  emphasis 
was  on  collector-type  coins  including  early  silver 
issues,  Liberty  Seated  material,  large  cents,  and 
scarce  date  gold. 

The  cover  coin  on  the  catalogue,  although 
hardly  the  most  valuable  in  the  sale,  was  the  prime 
attention-getter:  an  1836  Gobrecht  silver  dollar 
with  papers  and  pedigree  dating  it  back  to  the 
possession  of  Christian  Gobrecht,  who  designed  it. 
It  had  descended  in  the  Gobrecht  family  for  genera¬ 
tions  before  being  consigned.  The  consignor  paid 
$1,400  for  it  years  ago.  Prior  to  the  sale  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  interest  in  this  particular  item,  and 
day  by  day  the  top  bid  crept  up  from  $8,000  to 
$9,000,  in  stages  to  $12,500,  which  was  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  on  the  floor,  against  a  $14,000  maximum 
placed  by  a  client  who  was  traveling  in  Europe. 
Auctioneer  John  S.  Babalis  opened  the  piece,  and 
bidding  went  in  $500  increments  until  it  was 
awarded  for  $15,950  to  an  Eastern  collector  (all 
prices  in  this  report  include  the  10%  buyer’s  fee). 
The  consignor  was  in  the  audience  and  told  me  he 
was  very  delighted — the  piece  brought  over  10 
times  his  cost! 


cent  from  the  famous  Nichols  Hoard  was  bid  up  to 
$6,050.  A  1796/5  half  dime  in  MS-60  or  slightly 
finer  grade  found  a  new  home  at  $6,600,  while  a 
1796  dime  in  AU-55  brought  $5,280;  a  1796  quar¬ 
ter  EF-40  realized  $12,650;  a  1796  half  dollar  with 
15  obverse  stars,  VF-30,  found  a  buyer  at  $17,600, 
and  the  16-star  version  of  the  same  denomination, 
VF-20,  brought  $17,050.  Among  1796  gold  coins, 
a  quarter  eagle  without  obverse  stars,  EF-45,  fetched 
$27,500;  a  quarter  eagle  with  stars,  VF-30,  brought 
$10,450;  a  1796/5  half  eagle,  EF-45  preservation 
realized  $7,150,  and  an  MS-60  1796  $10  brought 
$16,500. 


Such  things  happen 

An  attractive  MS-62  specimen  of  the  1876-CC 
20-cent  piece,  of  which  fewer  than  two  dozen  are 
known,  crossed  the  block  and  went  to  a  floor  buyer 
for  $55,000.  Just  after  this  sale  occurred,  I  received 
a  telephone  call  from  a  client  who  had  sent  bids  by 
mail  but  who  had  forgotten  to  send  one  on  the 
1876-CC.  He  would  have  bid  $5,000  more,  he  said. 
Such  things  happen.  Among  quarter  dollars,  a 
1918/7-S  in  MS-63  grade  fetched  $16,500  and  an 
MS-66  example  of  the  seldom-seen  (in  this  grade) 
1927-S  pleased  a  buyer  at  $9,075. 

Liberty  Seated  silver  dollars  included  an  1850- 
O  in  MS-60  grade  for  $10,450,  and  an  1872-CC  in 
AU-55  at  $6,435.  A  highlight  of  the  Morgan  silver 
dollar  series  was  the  famous  1895,  Proof-63,  at 
$15,400. 

Gold  coins  abounded  in  the  Witham  and 


AUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS 


Activity 


Most  expensive  piece 

The  most  expensive  piece  in  the  auction  was  the 
1825/4  overdate  half  eagle,  Lot  1547,  which  went 
to  a  floor  bidder  for  $105,600.  In  March  1989,  at 
the  height  of  the  rare  coin  market,  the  same  coin 
brought  $148,500.  To  those  in  attendance,  the 
current  $105,600  price  was  viewed  as  being  very 
strong. 

A  special  section  of  the  catalogue  was  devoted 
to  a  specialized  collection  of  United  States  coins 
dated  1796,  accompanied  by  a  numismatic  and 
social  history  of  the  year.  In  this  group  a  No  Pole 
half  cent  of  VG-8  grade  with  porous  surfaces 
fetched  $7,920,  while  the  With  Pole  counterpart  in 
VG-8  grade  with  more  attractive  surfaces  realized 
$7,040.  A  beautiful  MS-60  1796  Draped  Bust  half 


The  most  expensive  piece  in  the 
auction  was  the  1825/4  over- 
date  half  eagle,  Lot  1547,  which 
went  for  $105,600. 


Page  26 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90 


Sansoucy  Collection  sale.  An  1852-C  dollar,  MS- 
62,  brought  a  strong  $6,325,  while  an  1854  Type  II 
MS-63  surprised  everyone  when  it  soared  to  $7,425. 
A  rare  1808  quarter  eagle  from  the  Witham  Collec¬ 
tion,  AU-50,  realized  $20,900,  while  an  1831  ofthe 
same  denomination,  MS-62,  went  for  $7,150,  the 
rare  1875  in  AU-55  brought  a  hefty  $5,610,  and 
onlookers  were  astounded  when  an  1884  in  MS-65 
was  bid  all  the  way  up  to  $7,975. 

Among  half  eagles  an  AU-58  1795  with  Small 
Eagle  reverse  fetched  $14,850,  an  1807  Capped 
Bust  in  MS-61  grade  brought  $5,280,  and  an 
1810  MS-62  realized  $6,727.50.  An 
1843-C,  MS-60,  brought  an 
amazing  $9,250,  reflective  of 
the  rarity  of  Charlotte  Mint  gold 
in  the  Mint  State  level.  An  1855-S 
AU-53  climbed  to  a  remarkable 
$5,060,  while  a  Proof-64  1903 
fetched  $9,900,  and  an  MS-62  speci¬ 
men  of  the  rare  1929,  last  year  of  issue, 
realized  $5,775. 

Among  $10  gold  pieces,  an  1801  in 
MS-62  preservation  brought  $12,100, 
an  elusive  1874-CC  in  EF-45  grade 
fetched  $5,775,  and  the  audience  was 
absolutely  amazed  when  an  MS-61 
1896-S  went  to  $7,425 — about  three 
times  the  catalogue  listing!  In  the  same 
denomination  a  1907  Saint-Gaudens  In¬ 
dian  with  wire  rim  and  periods,  MS-64, 
brought  $13,750,  while  a  regular  1907  Indian  in 
MS-63  realized  $7,700.  A  1908  With  Motto  $10, 
MS-65,  crossed  the  block  at  $6,325.  Throughout 
the  sale  John  S.  Babalis,  our  lead  auctioneer,  kept 
the  pace  at  about  160  and  175  lots  per  hour. 

Double  eagles  were  well  represented  in  the 
sale.  Highlights  included  an  1879-CC  in  AU-50 
grade  at  $4,840,  a  Proof-63  1889  at  $21,450,  a 
dazzling  gem  Proof-65  1899  at  $50,600,  an  MS-64 
MCMVII  High  Relief  for  $12,650,  an  MS-67  1928 
(a  common  date  in  uncommon  condition)  for  a 
stunning  $8,025,  and  a  rare  1929,  MS-63,  for 
$13,750. 

In  the  commemorative  series,  the  action  was 
topped  by  a  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  round  gold  $50 
in  MS-64  grade  at  $38,500  and  an  octagonal  ver¬ 
sion  in  the  same  grade  for  $37,400. 

Among  tokens,  medals,  and  numismatic  Ameri¬ 
cana,  a  Franklin  silver  medal  with  the  “American 
Beaver”  reverse  fetched  $5,775,  a  1933  Assay 
Commission  medal  formerly  owned  by  chief  en¬ 
graver  John  R.  Sinnock  went  for  what  I  thought 
was  a  quite  reasonable  $220,  and  an  1832  half 
dollar  counterstamped  with  the  imprint  of  Derrin¬ 
ger,  a  Philadelphia  maker  of  firearms,  realized 
$1,100.  I  was  the  buyer  of  the  latter  coin,  which  I 
acquired  to  go  with  a  large  cent  I  have 
counterstamped  by  Derringer  and  acquired  several 
years  ago  from  a  Coin  Galleries  mail  bid  sale.  I  have 
enjoyed  collecting  counterstamped  large  cents  ever 
since  1955. 

November  in  New  York 

Now  I  turn  my  attention  to  current  and  coming 
events.  As  this  issue  goes  to  press,  our  catalogue  of 
the  Robert  W.  Miller,  Sr.  Collection  and  other 
properties  is  in  the  mail,  and  the  stage  is  set  for  a 
gala  New  York  City  auction  November  20  and  21. 
I’ll  have  a  complete  report  for  you  in  the  very 


next  issue  of  our  Rare  Coin  Review. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  all  of  us  work  on 
different  schedules.  Recently,  while  Cynthia 
Lassiter,  Elaine  Dionne,  and  others  were  shipping 
coins  and  taking  care  of  invoices  for  our  Witham 
and  Sansoucy  Collection  sale,  Chris  Karstedt  was 
masterminding  the  publicity  for  our  November 
Miller  Sale,  and  Rick  Bagg  and  I  were  working  with 
consignors  for  our  January  1993  Florida  United 

Numismatists  Convention  auction.  If  you  ask 
someone  around  here  the  question,  “What 
sale  are  you  working  on?”  you’re  apt  to  get 
several  different  answers  depending  on  to 
whom  the  inquiry  is  addressed.  In  the 
meantime,  Frank  Van  Valen  has  been 
in  more  airports  than  he  can  handily 
keep  track  of,  picking  up  consign¬ 
ments  for  our  1993  auction  sea¬ 
son.  Ditto  for  Rick  Bagg.  Andy 
Pollock,  numismatic  researcher 
par  excellence,  has  been  spend¬ 
ing  more  of  his  time  around 
the  office,  but  even  so  he  has 
managed  to  take  a  few  side  trips  for 
various  reasons,  including  a  nice 
visit  to  the  American  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety,  in  New  York  City,  to  conduct 
research  for  his  book  on  pattern  coins 
(which,  hopefully,  will  see  the  light 
of  day  within  the  next  two  years). 

January  in  Orlando 

Just  as  this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  goes  to 
press,  we  have  had  a  lot  of  excitement  here  at  the 
office.  Through  the  agency  of  Barry  Stuppler  of  the 
Gold  and  Silver  Emporium  of  Encino,  California, 
sole  representative  of  the  collection’s  owner,  the 
Antelope  Valley  Silver  Dollar  Collection  has  been 
consigned  for  our  January  1993  Florida  United 
Numismatist’s  Sale  in  Orlando. 

Exceedingly  important 

I  always  consider  it  a  special  point  of  distinction 
when  a  well-known  professional  such  as  Barry, 
located  on  the  West  Coast  3,000  miles  from  here, 
picks  our  firm  over  many  others  to  handle  an 
exceedingly  important  property.  Before  the  hold¬ 
ing  arrived  in  our  vaults,  Barry  said  “This  is  the 
finest  collection  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  I  have 


AUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS 


▲  By  any  measure 
our  sale  of  the 
Witham  &  Sansoucy 
Collections  was  a 
smash  success! 


AUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS 


An  attractive  MS-62  specimen  of 
the  1876-CC  20-cent  piece,  of 
which  fewer  than  two  dozen  are 
known,  fetched  $55,000 


ever  had  the  pleasure  to  handle.”  After  Brink’s 
delivered  it  here,  we  agreed  whole-heartedly  with 
his  sentiment. 

The  Antelope  Valley  silver  dollar  collection,  as 
it  is  known  (it  as  formed  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Antelope  Valley  Newspapers,  Inc.  in  Califor¬ 
nia),  is  absolutely  complete  as  to  date  and 
mintmarks  of  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars  and  fea¬ 
tures  numerous  pieces  that  are  either  the  finest 
certified  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service 
or  are  tied  for  the  finest.  The  average  grade  of  both 
sets  is  over  MS-65!  No  PCGS-certified  holding  of 
this  calibre  has  ever  crossed  the  auction  block 
before. 

Among  the  most  important,  the  most  impres¬ 
sive  Morgan  dollars  are  an  MS-66  1892-S,  a  spec¬ 
tacular  MS-65  1893-0  (the  only  one  certified  at 
this  level,  with  none  higher),  and  a  fabulous  MS-65 
specimen  ofthe  key  date  in  the  series,  the  1893-S. 
Other  notable  pieces  in  the  offering  include  an 
1878  with  8  Tailfeathers  MS-66,  1879-CC  MS-65, 
1880-CC  MS-67,  1880-0  MS-65,  1883-S  MS-65, 
1884-S  MS-64,  1889-CC  MS-64,  1889-0  MS-66, 
1890-CC  MS-66, 1893-CC  MS-65— wow!  But,  there 
are  more  gems:  1893-0  MS-64,  a  duplicate  1893- 
S,  this  one  in  MS-63  (!),  1894  MS-65,  1894-0  MS- 

65,  1894-S  MS-66,  a  gem  Proof-67  1895,  1895-0 
MS-62, 1895-S  MS-65, 1896-0  MS-64, 1896-S  MS- 

66,  1897-S  MS-65,  1900-0  MS-67,  1901-S  MS-66, 
1902-S  MS-67,  and  1903-S  MS-66.  The  balance  of 
the  pieces  mainly  are  MS-66  to  MS-67! 

Peace  dollars  are  gems,  as  noted,  with  the 
famous  1934-S  being  MS-66. 

This  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  to  suggest  that  if 
you  are  not  a  member  of  the  “inside  circle”  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  a  subscriber  to  our 
publications,  the  paltry  sum  of  $79  will  bring  you 
a  full  program  of  all  of  our  periodicals  for  the  year 
1993 — including  the  Florida  United  Numismatists 
Convention  catalogue  highlighting  the  Antelope 
Valley  Silver  Dollar  Collection  and  many  other 
delicacies — plus,  as  usual,  a  panorama  of  popular 
pieces  in  all  grade  ranges  and  in  virtually  all  series. 

I  will  see  you  in  our  next  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  when  I  will  bring  you  news  of  the  Robert  W. 
Miller  Sale,  Sr.  and  tell  you  more  about  our  1993 
auction  season.  In  the  meantime,  plan  to  be  a  part 
of  our  auction  program — either  as  a  bidder  in  our 
sales  or  as  a  consignor. 
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Capped  Bust  Half  Dollar 


1 795  0-119.  VF-35.  Beautiful  light  gray.  Asplen- 
did  specimen  of  the  date  and  type.  ..2,795.00 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


1805/4  0-102.  VF-20.  Attractive  light  silver 
surfaces.  Very  sharp  overdate.  One  of  the  most 


popular  issues  in  the  series . 995.00 

1806/5  0-102.  VF-20 . 365.00 

1806  6  over  inverted  6.  VG-7 . 215.00 


1806  Pointed  6.  Stem  Through  Claw.  O- 

120,  Rarity-3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 
beautiful . 2,995.00 

1807  F-12 . 235.00 


Sparkling  Gem  1807  50G 
Draped  Bust  Type 


1807  Draped  Bust.  0-110.  MS-64 

(PCGS).  Deeply  and  sharply  struck,  with  full 
frost  and  lustre.  A  show-stopper!  This  is  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  half  dollars  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  design  type!  Twice  our  price  could 
probably  not  secure  one  this  nice.  .  29,000.00 


Likes  Copper  Coin  Grading 

The  following  letter  is  from  W.L.: 

‘Thank  you  so  much  for  the  1857  large  cent. 
Since  I  am  taking  the  time  to  write  you  I  want 
to  say  that  the  coins  you  have  sent  me  over  a 
period  of  time  are  superior  to  those  that  I  have 
obtained  from  other  dealers.  You  are  the  ONLY 
dealer  that  I  have  bought  from  lately  who 
grades  accurately  on  the  copper  pieces.  Thank 
!  you  also  for  your  excellent  service.” 


1818  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1824  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1826  0-105.  AU-50 . 265.00 

1828  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,595.00 

1836  Lettered  Edge.  0-105.  AU-50 . 275.00 


Rare  1836  Reeded  Edge  50<t 
AU-50  (ANACS  Cache) 


1836  Reeded  Edge.  Just  1,200  (esti¬ 
mated)  were  made  of  this,  the  first  year  of  the 
Capped  Bust  style  with  reeded  edge.  AU-50 
(ANACS  Cache).  With  abundant  Proof  sur¬ 
face  visible;  probably  struck  as  a  Proof.  A  classic 
by  any  standard,  this  coin  is  especially  attrac¬ 
tive . 4,950.00 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


Dazzling  Gem  1839  Drapery  50G 


1839  Liberty  Seated,  with  drapery  at 
elbow.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty, 
dazzling  gem.  One  of  the  very  finest  we  have 
ever  seen  or  handled  of  this,  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  type.  Ideal  for  the  connoisseur 
building  an  advanced  collection . 7,950.00 


1840  Medium  Letters.  Breen-4747.  EF-45. 

A  very  sharp  specimen.  Light  silver  fields  with 
a  hint  of  attractive  toning . 725.00 


1842  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a 
trace  of  golden  toning.  A  nice  example  of  this 


early  Liberty  Seated  issue . 1,150.00 

1843  EF-40  (PCGS) . 95.00 


1843-0  VF-35  (PCGS) . 85.00 

1848-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Rather  scarce  in  this  grade . 1,095.00 


1849  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty,  an 
especially  deep  strike.  One  of  the  finest  to  come 
on  the  market  in  recent  years,  this  coin  is  ideal 
for  the  type  set  collector  or  the  Liberty  Seated 

specialist . 2,450.00 

1852:  »  AU-50.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
some  light  golden  toning,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  $895  •  AU-55.  Avery  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  date.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  very  light  toning;  a  coin  with  a  generous 

measure  of  aesthetic  appeal . 1,095.00 

1853  Arrows  at  Date.  EF-40.  (ANACS  Cache). 245.00 


1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63.  A  lustrous  and  very 
attractive  specimen  of  this  important  design 
type.  The  New  Orleans  issue  of  1855  is  seen 
infrequently  in  this  high  grade . 2,150.00 

Rare  1855-S  50<t 


1855-S  EF-40.  A  rarity  in  any  grade,  the  1855-S 
is  infrequently  offered  for  sale.  A  prize  acquisi¬ 


tion  for  the  Liberty  Seated  specialist.  First  San 

Francisco  issue  of  the  series . 3,495.00 

1858  MS-62.  Attractive  lilac  surfaces.  ...825.00 
1861  AU-50 . 165.00 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numismatic 
community,  few  companies  can  match  Bowers 
and  Merena.  We  have  established  our  reputa¬ 
tion  through  honesty,  courtesy,  selection, 
award-winning  publications,  and  service  to  the 
hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be 
proud  to  deal  with. 


- 
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1861  Confederate  Half  Dollar 
Scott  Restrike 


1908:  •  AU-50.  $325  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

Fully  brilliant  and  nicely  frosted . 895.00 


1861  Confederate  States  of  America  half 
dollar;  Scott  Restrike  (1879).  EF-45.  A 
nice  specimen  of  this  historical  coin.  If  you 
order  this  and  would  like  a  Xerox  copy  of  the 
history  of  the  issue,  as  related  by  David  Proskey 
and  printed  in  the  back  of  M.L.  Beistle’s  1928 
reference  book  on  half  dollars,  just  ask.  One  of 
500  coins  restruck  by  J.W.  Scott  in  1879,  using 
1861-0  halves  recently  taken  from  circulation, 
and  stamping  the  reverse  with  the  original 


1861  C.S.A.  half  dollar  die . 2,895.00 

1863-S  AU-50 . 275.00 

1867  Proof-55  (PCGS) . 275.00 

1867-S  EF-40 . 110.00 

1872-S  EF-40 . 235.00 


Gem  Proof  1914  Half  Dollar 
Lowest  Mintage  in  the  Series 


1914  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Asplendid speci¬ 
men  of  the  lowest-mintage  Proof  in  the  series. 
Just  380  were  minted.  Very  few  survive  in  this 
high  grade.  A  rare  and  very  desirable  prize  for 
the  advanced  specialist,  the  key  to  a  collection 
of  Proof  Barber  half  dollars . 4,750.00 


1914-S  VF-35  (NGC) . 155.00 

1915  MS-62.  Low-mintage  issue.  Exceedingly 
rare  in  Mint  State;  in  fact,  even  rarer  than  Proof 
(and  Proofs  are  rare) . 1,275.00 


Choice  1873  With  Arrows  50<t 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply 
struck,  and  lustrous.  Bright  silvery  fields  with 
an  occasional  touch  of  light  toning.  Beautiful 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint;  a  hand-selected 
piece  that  quality- wise  is  in  the  top  10%  among 
its  peers  at  this  grade  level.  If  you  want  one  of 
the  finest  extant  at  this  grade  level,  this  coin  is 


for  you! . 3,450.00 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45 . 240.00 

1876-CC  EF-40 . 119.00 

1876-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 435.00 

1878  AU-50.  (ANACS  Cache) . 185.00 

1879  MS-63.  A  sharply  struck,  frosty  gem  with 

some  prooflike  surface.  Beautiful  and  rare! 
You’ll  love  this  coin! . 1,295.00 


Barber  Half  Dollars 

1892:  •  AU-50.  $315  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deeply 
struck,  brilliant,  and  very  frosty.  An  ideal  coin 


for  a  type  set . 1,095.00 

1892- 0  MS-60  (ANACS  Cache) . 995.00 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 375.00 

1894- 0  EF-45 . 295.00 

1899  MS-63  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1899-S  AU-50 . 365.00 

1900  AU-55  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1904-0  EF-40 . 335.00 

1906-D  AU-50 . 325.00 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

In  1916  Adolph  A.  Weinman’s  beautiful  Liberty 
Walking  motif  replaced  the  Barber  design.  The  new 
half  dollar  was  highly  acclaimed  by  the  public  and 
numismatists  alike.  Ever  since  then  it  has  been  high 
on  the  popularity  parade  with  collectors.  We  have 
endeavored  to  maintain  a  high  quality  stock  of 
Liberty  Walking  halves,  including  a  very  compre¬ 
hensive  inventory  of  the  later  dates.  Use  this  offer¬ 
ing  to  add  to  your  collection  or  to  start  one! 

Of  course,  we  are  always  interested  in  buying 
quality  sets  and  collections  of  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars.  When  time  comes  to  sell,  think  of  us. 

1916  First  year  of  the  Liberty  Walking  design:  • 
AU-55.  $230  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially 
deeply  lustrous  and  very  frosty — a  gorgeous 

specimen . 725.00 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mintmark  on  obverse, 
as  with  all  this  year.  Especially  sharply  struck. 
Especially  lustrous.  Especially  nice!  First  order 
owns  it  at  just . 895.00 

1916- S  Mintmark  on  obverse,  as  are  all  this  year: 

•  EF-40.  $550  •  MS-60.  Brilliant.  $925  •  MS- 

62  (NGC).  $1,150  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Bril 
liant,  lustrous,  and  frosty.  A  great  value  at  our 
price;  this  coin  is  nicer  than  an  MS-63  coin  we 
saw  recently!  Quality! . 1,150.00 

1917:  •  VF-30.  $28  •  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache). 
Brilliant.  $165  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $210 

•  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  Brilliant.  $325  •  MS- 

65  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  piece.  In  fact, 
the  frost  is  so  deep  that  it  is  almost  three 
dimensional!  . 1,195.00 

1917- D  Obverse  mintmark:  •  MS-63.  Bril¬ 

liant  with  a  few  touches  of  golden  toning. 
$1,195  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant 
coin,  with  pale  shades  of  golden  toning  high¬ 
lights  in  evidence . 1,195.00 

1917-S  Obverse:  •  F-12.  $15  •  EF-45.  $725  • 
AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Just  a 


whisper  away  from  full  Mint  State. ..  1,295.00 

1917-S  Reverse.  VF-20 . 29.00 

1918:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  bright,  lustrous  coin 
that  is  sure  to  please  for  only  $895  •  MS-64 
(PCGS) . 1,495.00 


1918-D:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $995  •  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive. 
$1,125  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,495.00 

1921  VF-25 . 695.00 

Choice  Mint  State  1921  50<t 


1921  Only  246,000  were  coined;  the  key  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar.  MS-63 
(ANACS  Cache).  A  splendid,  brilliant  ex¬ 
ample . 3,350.00 


1923-S  Important  key  variety,  and  the  only  Lib¬ 
erty  Walking  issue  of  the  year.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 1,795.00 

1927-S  F-12 . 15.00 

1929-D:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Very 
inexpensive  on  today’s  market.  $325  •  MS-64 

(NGC).  $995  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 995.00 

1933-S  F-15 . 14.00 

1933-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  brilliant. 
$795.  •  MS-63  (NGC).  $975  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 
$975  •  MS-65  (NGC).  A  gorgeous,  sharply 
struck  beauty!  For  quality  such  as  this,  we  paid 
well — but  we  are  able  to  offer  a  superb  coin  the 
equal  of  which  we  haven’t  seen  elsewhere  for 


quite  some  time . 2,995.00 

1934  AU-55 . 34.00 

1935  MS-63 . 59.00 

1936:  •  AU-55.  $24  •  MS-64 . 69.00 

1937- D:  •  AU-50.  $139  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $235  • 

MS-63 . 250.00 

1938:  •  Proof-64.  $595  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS) . 595.00 

1938- D  AU-50.  Low-mintage  issue . 265.00 


1939:  •  AU-55.  $26  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
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launched,  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  public,  who 
confused  it  with  another  denomination. 


Coin  Quiz 

Coin  Types  and  Denominations 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


1.  This  denomination  was  demonetized  in 
1876,  after  which  it  was  no  longer  legal  tender, 
although  for  a  six-month  period  in  1887  citizens 
could  redeem  them  for  face  value,  after  which  the 
legal  tender  status  was  again  not  applicable.  Curi¬ 
ously,  in  1965  a  law  of  Congress  made  the  denomi¬ 
nation  legal  tender  once  again,  which  it  is  today  (a 
fact  not  known  by  many  people). 


with  plain  rather  than  reeded  or  lettered  edge.  We 
are  referring  the: 


est  your  numismatic  knowledge  by  trying 
to  figure  out  the  design  types  or  denomi¬ 
nations  suggested  by  the  quiz  questions. 
Score  six  or  more  right,  and  you  are  doing 
well,  eight  or  more  right  and  you  are  doing  su¬ 
perbly,  and  all  of  them  right  and  you  are  in  the 
expert  class.  Answers  are  given  at  the  end. 


a.  silver  three-cent  piece 

b.  1879  $4  gold  Stella 

c.  trade  dollar 

d.  Liberty  Cap  large  cent 

Of  the  new  Barber  design  silver  coins  first 
issued  in  1892,  only  this  denomination  lacked  the 
inscription  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 


a.  1859  transitional  half  dime 

b.  1836  Gobrecht  dollar 

c.  1873  trade  dollar 

d.  1838  Liberty  Seated  quarter 

.  This  silver  issue,  too,  was  made  with  a  plain 
edge,  with  the  star  feature  on  the  obverse  and  also 
the  reverse — actually  with  more  on  the  latter  side. 


a.  dime. 

b.  quarter. 

c.  half  dollar. 


o.  A  curious  thing  about  this  design  type, 
which  lacked  stars  on  the  obverse  but  had  them  on 
the  reverse,  is  that  it  is  one  of  the  few  silver  designs 


a.  Barber  dime 

b.  silver  three-cent  piece 

c.  Morgan  dollar 

d.  twenty-cent  piece 


*5.  This  silver  denomination  also  had  a  plain 
edge.  High  hopes  were  expressed  for  it  when  it  was 


A  Collection  Portfolio  Program  Member  Writes 


The  following  is  from  Keith  Peters,  one  of  Gail 
Watson’s  clients  in  our  popular  Collection  Portfolio 
Program: 

“I  am  enclosing  my  check  to  cover  your  latest 
invoice.  I  am  very  pleased  with  the  coins  you 
have  sent  so  far.  I  appreciate  your  time  in  select¬ 
ing  those  you  have  sent. 

“My  research  seems  to  have  paid  off  in  select¬ 
ing  your  company.  It  is  reassuring  that  you  are 
looking  out  for  us  ‘little  guys,’  and  that  I  can  still 


obtain  a  nice  collection. 

“Since  I  really  don’t  like  letters  that  are  all 
business,  I  will  close  on  a  personal  note.  My 
roommate  is  slowly  being  convinced  to  become 
interested  in  collecting  coins.  He  seems  to  like 
silver  dollars.  I’ll  keep  you  posted.  As  for  me,  I  will 
be  overseas  for  three  months  before  returning 
home.  In  the  meantime  I  will  be  in  contact.  Thank 
you  again  for  your  time  with  my  account  and  for 
your  understanding  of  my  needs.” 


a.  1892  Columbian  half  dollar 

b.  twenty-cent  piece 

c.  trade  dollar 

d.  Liberty  Seated  dime 


U.  The  United  States  trade  dollar  has  as  part  of 
the  inscription  on  the  reverse  420  GRAINS,  900 
FINE.  Another  country,  the  inscription  for  whose 
coins  was  usually  not  in  English,  decided  that  the 
addition  of  this  identical  phrase  in  English  would 
help  the  circulation  of  their  coin  in  the  Orient.  The 
country  involved  was: 


a.  Turkey 

b.  Greece 

c.  Burma 

d.  Japan 


i .  If  someone  were  to  mention  that  he  or  she 
was  looking  for  key  varieties  such  as  1896-S,  1901- 
S,  1913-S,  those  being  the  lowest  mintage  in  the 
series,  under  discussion  would  be  a  set  of: 


a.  Morgan  silver  dollars 

b.  Barber  dimes 

c.  Barber  quarters 

d.  Liberty  Head  gold  half  eagles 

3 .  For  this  particular  denomination-type,  some 
6,962,000  business  strikes  were  produced  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  in  1901,  and  yet  in  the  current 
Guide  Book  an  MS-63  specimen  catalogues  at 
$7,500.  The  reason?  It  is  presumed  that  the  vast 
majority  were  melted  under  the  terms  of  the  1918 
Pittman  Act.  This  seldom-seen  1901  is  a  part  of 
what  series? 


a.  Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 

b.  Liberty  nickels  1883-1912 

c.  Barber  half  dollars  1892-1915 

d.  Liberty  Head  double  eagles  1850-1907 

0.  The  S.U.S.C.C.  is  an  organization  which 
concentrates  its  interests  upon  items  in  this  series. 
While  this  should  be  enough  of  a  hint,  let  us  say  also 
that  a  numismatic  item  in  this  series  issued  in 
connection  with  a  June  1923  motion  picture  expo¬ 
sition  in  Los  Angeles,  except  that  the  numismatic 
item  bears  no  inscriptions  or  illustrations  even 
vaguely  relating  to  motion  pictures. 

a.  National  Bank  Notes  from  Middleton, 
Wisconsin 

b.  Watling  slot  machine  tokens 

c.  commemorative  half  dollars 

d.  Hard  Times  tokens 

10  .  This  popular  series  has  a  word  in  the 
motto  expressed  as  TRVST,  a  classical  touch. 


a.  Lincoln  cent 

b.  Peace  silver  dollars 

c.  Anthony  dollar 

d.  1908-1933  Indian  $10  gold 
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Cache) . 125.00 

1939-D  MS-63 . 59.00 


1940  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attrac¬ 


tive . 475.00 

1940- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 49.00 

1941:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $45  •  MS-65.  $115  • 

Proof-64  (PCGS) . 495.00 

1941- D:  •  AU-55.  $19  •  MS-64 . 65.00 

1941-S  MS-63 . 145.00 


1942:  •  AU-50.  $14  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-64.  $52  • 
Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices  $450  •  Proof-66  (PCGS).  One  of  the 


finest  you’ll  ever  see! . 795.00 

1942- D:  •  MS-63.  $79  •  MS-63  (ANACS 

Cache) . 79.00 

1943:  •  AU-55.  $16  •  MS-60.  $35  •  MS-63.  $42  • 
MS-65 . 110.00 

1943- S  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1944:  •  AU-55.  $16  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-63  (ANACS 

Cache).  $42  •  MS-64.  $52  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $52  •  MS-65 . 125.00 

1944- D:  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-64.  $69  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache).  $69  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache). . 110.00 

1944- S:  •  MS-63.  $55  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 90.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $42 
•  MS-64.  $52  •  MS-65 . 110.00 

1945- D:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$49  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 
$59  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 110.00 

1945- S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $42  •  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache).  $42  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  139.00 

1946  MS-65 . 125.00 

1946- D:  •  MS-63.  $45  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1946- S:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache). 

$49  •  MS-65 . 119.00 

1947  MS-63 . 42.00 

1947- D:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS- 


65. 


125.00 


A  Growing  Collection 

The  following  is  from  R.C.S.  of  Florida: 

“Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

“Thank  you  for  your  latest  shipment  in  my 
Collection  Portfolio  Program.  This  time  I  am 
writing  to  thank  you  specifically  for  three  coins . 
I  especially  enjoyed  the  1917  Type  I  Standing 
Liberty  quarter.  Earlier  you  had  sent  me  a  1928- 
D  of  this  same  general  design  but  of  the  second 
type.  The  1917  is  a  fitting  companion  for  it.  I 
prefer  the  Type  I  as  it  is  an  original,  free 
creation,  over  the  compromised  design  the  Mint 
used  after  1917.  It  is  too  bad  the  Mint  couldn’t 
leave  Hermon  MacNeil’s  very  distinctive  design 
alone. 

“I  also  like  coins  of  the  early  1940s  as  they 
coincide  with  my  very  early  childhood  recollec¬ 
tions.  For  this  reason  I  will  always  find  Jefferson 
nickels  to  be  appealing. 

I  am  enclosing  a  check  for  $200,  which 
overpays  the  amount  due  and  leaves  me  a  credit 
of  $3 1 .  Thank  you  Gail  for  these  nice  coins  and 
for  your  always  interesting  selections  and  fair 
prices.” 


Liberty  Walking 
Half  Dollars 

Hand-Picked  PCGS  and  NGC  Quality 
1934  to  1947 

Each  of  the  following  coins  is  of  hand-picked 
quality,  is  certified  by  NGC  or  PCGS,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  is  an  aesthetically 
pleasing  example.  Consider  building  a  “short  set” 
of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  from  1934  to  the 
end  of  the  series  in  1947,  or  from  1941  to  1947. 

We  know  you  will  find  Bowers  and  Merena 
quality  to  be  the  finest  anywhere  for  the  grades  we 
list.  Today’s  prices  are  very  advantageous.  Seize 
the  opportunity! 


Liberty  Walking 

Half  Dollar} 

5 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934-P 

$65 

$129 

$325 

1934-D 

315 

1934-S 

925 

2,250 

1935-P 

59 

75 

235 

1935-D 

395 

1,195 

1935-S 

1,495 

1936-P 

55 

69 

125 

1936-D 

129 

145 

265 

1936-S 

219 

495 

1937-P 

55 

65 

159 

1937-D 

250 

265 

525 

1937-S 

189 

365 

1938-P 

145 

195 

1938-D 

625 

1939-P 

55 

65 

125 

1939-D 

59 

69 

129 

1939-S 

235 

1940-P 

45 

65 

125 

1940-S 

55 

75 

395 

1941-P 

42 

69 

115 

1941-D 

55 

65 

135 

1941-S 

145 

265 

1,195 

1942-P 

42 

52 

110 

1942-D 

79 

110 

235 

1942-S 

65 

99 

625 

1943-P 

42 

52 

110 

1943-D 

79 

110 

135 

1943-S 

55 

90 

450 

1944-P 

42 

52 

125 

1944-D 

55 

69 

110 

1944-S 

55 

90 

925 

1945-P 

42 

52 

110 

1945-D 

49 

59 

110 

1945-S 

49 

59 

139 

1946-P 

45 

55 

125 

1946-D 

45 

55 

119 

1946-S 

49 

59 

119 

1947 

42 

55 

135 

1947-D 

49 

59 

125 

Take  Advantage  of  Our  Special  Discount 
Deal!:  This  offer  has  been  very  popular.  Take 
advantage  of  it!  Here’s  all  you  do: 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Liberty  Walking  half 
dollars,  your  choice,  and  take  a  5%  discount  from 
the  total;  buy  10  or  more  different  and  take  a  7% 
discount!  This  is  our  way  of  giving  you  a  head  start 
on  a  set!  Mention  this  Special  Discount  Deal  to  Ken 
Spatola,  Gail  Watson,  or  Pat  Dumas  when  you 
telephone  your  order,  or  write  it  on  your  order 
blank  if  you  post  your  order  by  mail. 


Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1948  MS-65  NGC . 79.00 

1948- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 265.00 

1949  MS-63  (PCGS) . 80.00 

1949- D  Key  issue:  •  MS-63.  Pale  golden  toning 

highlights.  $69  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $69  •  MS-65 
(PCGS) . 995.00 

1949-S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $119  •  MS-64  (NGC). 
$119  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  $145  •  MS-65 

(NGC) . 145.00 

1950:  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $75  •  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  $395  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  .495.00 
1951  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 325.00 

1951- S:  •  MS-64.  $65  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 65.00 

1952:  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $150  •  Proof-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  Brilliant.  $150  (Special:  10 for $995)  • 
Proof-64  (PCGS).  $150  •  Proof-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  $195  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 195.00 

1952- D:  •  MS-64.  $39  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  ..275.00 
1953:  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $110*  Proof-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  $110  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $110  • 
Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $145  •  Proof-65 
(PCGS) . 145.00 

1953- D:  •  MS-63.  $29  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 50.00 

1954:  •  MS-63.  $15  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  Proof- 

63.  $49  •  Proof-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $49  • 
Proof-64.  Brilliant.  $55  •  Proof-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $55  •  Proof-65  (ANACS  Cache).  $85  • 
Proof-65  (PCGS).  $85  •  Proof-66  (ANACS 
Cache).  Brilliant . 115.00 

1954- D:  •  MS-65.  $215  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  215.00 
1954-S:  •  MS-65.  Brilliant.  $60  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 

$60  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 60.00 

1955:  •  Proof-63.  $49  •  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
$55  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  $75  •  Proof-66 

(PCGS) . 95.00 

1956:  •  Proof-63.  Brilliant.  $22  •  Proof-64.  Bril¬ 


liant.  $25  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 29.00 

1957:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $26  •  Proof-63.  Brilliant. 
$15  (Special:  10for$135)  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant. 
$19  (Special:  10for$175)  •  Proof-64  (PCGS). 
$19  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant.  $25  •  Proof-65 
(PCGS) . 25.00 

1957- D  MS-65  (PCGS) . 55.00 

1958:  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $22  •  Proof-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  (Special:  10  for  $245),  or  buy  one  coin 
for . 29.00 

1958- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 30.00 

1959:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 

$165  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  $165  •  Proof- 
64.  $19  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65. 
Brilliant  (Special:  10for$195),orbuyonecoin 
for  $25  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1959- D:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  MS-65 

(PCGS) . 235.00 

1960:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-64.  Brilliant. 
$19  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS). 
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$25  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant  (Special:  10  for  $225), 
or  buy  one  coin  for . 25.00 

1960- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Rare  in  this  high  grade 
(although  common  in  lower  grades).  ..795.00 

1961:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $29  •  Proof-64.  $19  • 
Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1961- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1962:  •  Proof-64  (PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

$25  •  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 25.00 

1962- D  MS-64  (PCGS) . 47.00 

1963:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  $25  •  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  $19  •  Proof-65  (PCGS) . 25.00 

1963- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25.00 


George  Hamilton  Writes 

Thefollowing  is  a  letter from  George  Hamilton: 

“I  am  enclosing  my  order  for  Dr.  Joe  Orosz’ 
book,  The  Eagle  That  is  Forgotten.  I  certainly 
have  enough  numismatic  books,  and  for  the 
time  being  I  felt  I  did  not  need  any  more  reading 
material.  However,  I  just  finished  reading  the 
enjoyable  article  by  Dr.  Orosz  in  your  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  88,  pages  52  and  53.  He  has  a 
smooth  yet  strong  way  of  using  words.  So,  I 
could  not  pass  up  the  chance  to  order  one  of  his 
books.  Without  question,  they  will  be  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative  knowledge  for  me  in  this 
book,  and  I  look  forward  to  reading  it. 

“P.S.  Please  let  me  add  my  ‘thank  you’  for 
your  firm’s  never-ending  pursuit  in  the  publica¬ 
tions  of  numismatic  literature.” 


Silver  Dollars 

Flowing  Hair  Dollars 


1794  Dollar 


1794  F-12  (PCGS)  .  An  issue  from  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  the  United  States  half  dollar.  An 
attractive  coin  with  light  gray  surfaces.  Light 
striking  at  the  lower  left  of  the  obverse  and 
corresponding  part  of  the  reverse,  as  seen  on  all 
dollars  of  this  date.  Over  the  years  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  a  1794  dollar  has  been  a  mark  of 
distinction  for  advanced  numismatists.  This 
piece  is  as  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  in  the 
$30,000  range!  Add  this  exceptional  value  to 
your  collection  for . 19,500.00 


1 795  Flowing  Hair.  Bolender-3.  VF-20.  With 
mint-inserted  plug  at  the  center  (Kenneth  E. 
Bressett  is  currently  researching  this  curious 
situation;  various  1795  dollars  are  known  with 
this  feature).  In  addition,  this  coin  has  a  mod¬ 
ern  plug  at  the  border,  skillfully  done,  to  mask 
a  hole.  Rare  die  variety.  The  mint-inserted 
center  plug  adds  much  interest . 895.00 


Need  Your  Coins 
(or  Numismatic 
Books)  Delivered 
Overnight? 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now 
offering  overnight  delivery 
of  coins  (or  ask  about  our 
book  rates)  as  a  special  service  for 
established  clients.  Simply  add  $10, 
and  we’ll  send  your  order  to  your 
street  address  via  overnight  deliv¬ 
ery!  (Sorry,  no  box  numbers.)  Please 
request  this  service  when  ordering. 


★ 

★ 

★ 

* 

* 

* 


**  SPECIAL  OFFER:** 

Certified 
Morgan 
\  Dollars!*/ 

lL*Jr  w  w 


★ 

★ 

* 

* 

* 

* 


PCGS, 

NGC, 

ANACS: 

YOUR 

CHOICE! 


CHERRY-PICKED  COINS! 


Sparkling  Gem 
Certified  Morgan  Dollars! 


SELECTED  BRILLIANT  GEM  MS-64 


his  has  been  a  best-selling  offer; 
An  old-time  Nevada  hoard  of 
Morgan  dollars  put  away  DE¬ 
CADES  ago.  Each  coin  has  been  selected 
for  its  quality  and  aesthetic  appeal.  Each  is 
brilliant  and  sparkling,  and  has  been 
certified  by  PCGS,  NGC,  or  ANACS. 

Use  this  great  opportunity  to  start  a 
superb  collection  of  the  most  popular 
series  in  American  numismatics!  Buy  three 
different  or  buy  five  different. 

^  1879-S  >  1880-S  >■  1882-S 

^  1883-0  >•  1884-0  1885 

>•  1885-0  >•  1886  >•  1887 

>>  1898-0  >•  1899-0  1902-0 

>  1904-0 


>■  3  different  for  $149 
or  our  most  popular  deal: 

>  5  different  for  $249 

Your  choice  of  grading  services  PCGS,  NGC,  ANACS  as  available. 
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Question  & 
Answer  Forum 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 


Q 


I  went  to  a  local  show  in  Illinois 
which  is  held  the  first  Sunday  of 
every  month,  and  I  noticed  a  dealer 
whom  I  had  done  business  with 
before  and  asked  to  see  some  of  his  coins. 
I  soon  saw  a  very  nice  1864-L  Indian  cent 
that  I  graded  as  MS-65  brown.  I  bought  the 
coin,  and  then  took  another  look  at  it — and 
saw  something  that  didn’t  quite  look  right 
for  the  date.  Sure  enough,  the  1  and  8  were 
dramatically  doubled  and  the  6  and  the  4 
were  slightly  doubled  in  the  date.  Although 
I  am  a  date  collector  more  than  a  variety 
collector,  I  wonder  if  I  have  found  a  new 
variety  or  a  rare  variety  that  is  already 
known? 

Sure  enough,  when  I  got  home  I  took 
out  my  copy  of  Walter  Breen’s  Encyclope¬ 
dia  and  looked  it  up  and  it  was  listed  in  the 
book  as  No.  1962  and  was  called  scarce. 
The  picture  in  the  book  matched  mine 
exactly.  Now  I  was  thrilled,  and  I  had 
visions  of  being  written  up  in  Coin  World 
or  Numismatic  News!  Surely,  the  coin  was 
worth  much  more  than  a  normal  1864-L, 
but  I  couldn’t  figure  out  how  much. 

I  checked  with  a  couple  of  dealers,  and 
the  closest  thing  I  could  find  was  a  VG 
specimen  of  the  same  variety  for  $145, 
which  is  two  or  three  times  the  price  of  a 
normal  1864-L  in  that  grade.  Making  a  few 
more  calls  I  couldn’t  find  anyone  who  had 
seen  one  in  Mint  State.  I  am  asking  for  your 
help  now,  Dave.  I  thought  if  anyone  had 
seen  one  or  auctioned  one,  it  would  be 
your  company.  Can  you  tell  me  the  value  of 
what  I  have  and  what  I  should  do? — G.A. 


The  1864-L  with  double  punched  date  is 
quite  scarce,  at  least  several  times  scarcer 
than  the  regular  variety,  as  you  know 
from  reading  the  Breen  reference.  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  detailed  listing  of  auction  or  other 
records,  as  relatively  few  have  been  offered  for 
sale. 

Your  implied  suggestion  that  your  Uncirculated 
piece  might  be  worth  two  or  three  times  the  price 
of  a  regular  (not  doubled)  1864-L  is  probably  valid. 
An  appearance  in  an  auction  sale,  or  a  cash  offer 


from  an  interested  collector,  would  confirm  the 
concept.  Congratulations  on  owning  a  very  inter¬ 
esting  coin! 

*  *  * 


Q 


I  recently  paid  $1,200  for  a  very 
nice  1833  half  dollar  in  a  slab,  but 
when  I  asked  the  dealer  selling  it 
to  me  what  variety  it  was,  he  said 
he  didn’t  know,  didn’t  bother  with  such 
things,  and  that  if  I  had  to  know  then  I 
could  decide  against  buying  the  coin.  This 
was  not  satisfactory,  as  I  wanted  the  coin 
and  also  wanted  to  know  what  variety  it 
was.  Why  don’t  the  slabbing  services  put 
attribution  numbers  on  coins? — I.M. 


Q 


A  further  question  on  the  same 
subject: 

In  looking  through  one  of  your 
recent  catalogues  I  saw  a  Gobrecht 
silver  dollar  in  a  PCGS  holder.  I  assume 
you  wanted  to  weigh  this  coin  but  could 
not  because  it  was  in  a  slab.  I  also  assume 
that  PCGS  has  rather  uniform  plastic  slabs 
(I  am  aware  that  the  inner  ring  and  hous¬ 
ing  of  the  slab  can  vary  in  size).  Is  it 
possible  to  obtain  a  standard  weight  for  a 
slab  with  a  certain  size  inner  ring  and 
housing,  as  well  as  the  standard  devia¬ 
tion?  I  believe  that  this  could  be  done  by 
asking  PCGS  to  weigh  a  sample  number  of 
empty  slabs  (I  like  the  number  1000  be¬ 


We  invite  readers  to  submit  questions 
concerning  general  or  specific  aspects 
of  United  States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will  do  his  best  to 
answer  them  in  this  column. 


cause  it  provides  a  sufficiently  large  data 
base,  but  that  may  be  excessive).  This 
would  provide  not  only  an  average  weight 
for  a  slab  that  houses  a  certain  size  coin 
but  the  standard  deviation  from  the  mean. 
Now,  the  weight  of  a  coin  itself  is  in  many 
cases  well  established.  If  the  standard 
deviation  in  the  weight  of  the  slab  is  lower 
than  that  of  the  coin,  it  would  then  be 
possible  to  draw  a  conclusion  as  to  the 
weight  of  an  individual  coin  (which  would 
solve  the  problem  of  the  Gobrecht  dollar 
certainly).  I  mention  this  to  you  and  your 
Research  Department,  because  you  have 
more  clout  than  the  average  collector  or 
independent  researcher  and  could  actu¬ 
ally  influence  both  PCGS  and  NGC  to  pro¬ 
vide  such  numbers.  ...  I  believe  that  the 
idea  is  sound;  getting  cooperation  from 
the  companies  may  require  some  diplo¬ 
matic  requests,  however.  Please  let  me 
know  if  you  think  this  is  feasible. — M.A.B. 


The  combined  answer  to  both  of  these 
questions  is  that  I  feel  that  PCGS,  NGC, 
and  ANACS  would  be  doing  a  great  ser¬ 
vice  to  numismatists  if  they  would  in¬ 
clude  information  on  certain  areas  in  which  infor¬ 
mation  is  needed.  For  example,  coins  in  early 
American  series  could  be  attributed  by  Sheldon, 
Newcomb,  Bolender,  or  other  numbers  as  appli¬ 
cable.  Coins  for  which  the  weight  is  an  important 
part  of  the  attribution,  such  as  many  varieties  of 
patterns,  all  Gobrecht  dollars,  state  coins  of  the 
1780s,  etc.,  could  have  the  weight  in  grains  im¬ 
printed;  it  only  takes  a  few  second  to  weigh  a  coin. 

Neither  I  nor  my  firm  has  any  special  clout  with 
the  grading  services,  as  is  all  for  the  best  as  they 
should  act  independently.  However,  I  feel  that  by 
providing  this  information,  even  if  they  charged  a 
dollar  or  two  extra  for  it,  they  would  be  doing  a 
much  appreciated  service  for  numismatists.  Re¬ 
cently,  Mark  Borckardt  supervised  a  number  of 
people  on  our  staff  who  spent  many  hours  going 
through  auction  catalogues  and  other  listings  of 
silver  dollars  1794-1803  in  order  to  determine  the 
die  varieties.  Emerging  now  is  a  new  order  of  rarity, 
quite  different  in  many  instances  from  that  pub¬ 
lished  earlier.  How  much  the  task  would  have  been 
simplified  had  PCGS  and  NGC  given  Bolender 
numbers  on  their  slabs  and  listed  same  in  the 
population  reports.  After  time,  as  more  and  more 
coins  become  certified,  this  would  automatically 
create  a  Condition  Census  of  sorts.  However,  under 
the  present  policy,  this  won’t  happen. 

The  Rare  Coin  Review  is  read  by  various  certifi¬ 
cation  services  so  those  reading  this  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  consider  the  idea. 

*  *  * 


In  light  of  the  recent  decision  by 
PCGS  to  grade  and  encapsulate 
colonial  and  other  early  coinage,  I 
wondered  how  you  felt  about  this. 
I  also  realize  that  you  might  not  want  to 


Q 
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comment  about  this  publicly,  but  can  you 
expound  upon  the  feasibility  of  grading 
colonial  coins  by  using  many  “commer¬ 
cial”  standards?  My  own  feelings,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  are  the  same  as  many  others  who 
have  an  interest  in  these  coins — and  is  that 
the  “slabbing”  of  them  just  will  not  catch 
on.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  you  for  your 
comments  concerning  my  interest  in  con¬ 
temporary  counterfeit  British  halfpence  a 
few  years  back.  This  has  resulted  in  a 
research  paper,  with  Jim  Spilman  and  Mike 
Ringo,  that  may  be  published  sometime 
this  year  in  The  Colonial  Newsletter.  If  it 
had  not  been  for  your  referring  me  to  Eric 
P.  Newman  and  in  turn  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  much  about  these  coins 
would  still  be  a  mystery  to  me.  And,  I  still 
enjoy  collecting  research  and  reference 
materials  on  these!  This  is  a  very  pleasant 
and  enjoyable  addiction,  I  might  add. — 
B.K.W. 


I  have  no  problem  stating  how  I  feel 
about  grading  colonial  coins.  I  do  not 
think  that  PCGS  ever  intended  to  stifle 
discussions  of  its  service  and  procedures. 
Indeed,  without  such  discussions  improvements 
can  never  be  made.  I  have  had  a  number  of  sugges¬ 
tions  for  PCGS  over  the  years  and  have  transmitted 
these  to  David  Hall  in  correspondence.  For  starters, 
I  feel  that  PCGS  should  list  the  weights  for  many 
varieties  of  coins.  This  is  absolutely  essential  in  the 
case  of  pattern  United  States  coins,  for  certain 
attributions  cannot  be  made  if  a  weight  isn’t  given. 
They  should  also  give  die  varieties.  Weights  should 
also  be  given  for  colonial  coins.  Die  varieties  should 
be  listed  for  some  earlier  coins.  For  example,  I  think 
anyone  buying  a  high-grade  1793  or  1794  large 
cent  would  like  to  know  the  Sheldon  number. 

With  regard  to  grading  colonial  coins,  as  you 
know,  a  knowledge  of  the  colonial  or  state  coin 
itself  is  needed  to  differentiate  wear  from  striking. 
For  example,  the  reverse  of  Vermont  Ryder- 13,  the 
BRITANNIA  issue,  always  is  very  lightly  struck.  The 
uninitiated  observer  might  give  a  coin  which  is 
really  Uncirculated  from  the  standpoint  of  wear 
just  VG-8!  If  one  were  to  have  a  Ryder- 13  that  was 
frosty  and  lustrous,  but  still  lightly  struck,  it  should 
be  called,  for  example,  MS-60,  MS-63,  or  some¬ 
thing  like  that — not  VG-8.  Perhaps  PCGS  will  em¬ 
ploy  consultants  in  the  colonial  field  or  will  acquire 
an  on-premises  expert.  If  so,  they  may  do  well.  I 
personally  don’t  care  whether  PCGS  encapsulates 
colonials  or  not.  However,  among  our  many  clients 
who  collect  colonial  coins,  I  do  not  know  of  anyone 
who  has  ever  specifically  requested  that  they  be 
bought  in  slabs. 

In  some  instances  in  which  the  edge  of  a  coin — 
which  some  people  have  called  “the  third  side”  of 
a  coin — is  important,  slabbing  a  coin  can  be  unfor¬ 
tunate.  For  example,  there  is  a  variety  of  1885 
pattern  silver  dollar,  Judd- 1747  struck  from  regu¬ 
lar  Morgan  silver  dollar  dies  of  1885,  but  with  the 
edge  lettered  E  PI.URIBUS  UNUM.  In  a  slab,  the 
edge  lettering — which  is  the  feature  that  makes  the 
coin  what  it  is — would  not  be  visible.  Similarly, 
among  many  other  coins  the  edges  are  important, 
and  putting  them  in  a  slab  would  hide  them. 

I  think  slabs  are  fine  and  dandy  in  their  place — 


and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  such  fields  as  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollars,  Morgan  dollars,  and  the 
like,  the  beginning  collector  can  be  protected  by 
buying  the  coins  in  slabs.  Still,  there  are  a  lot  of 
ugly,  stained,  spotted,  etc.,  coins  which  are  in  slabs 
marked  with  high  grades.  Some  knowledge  of 
aesthetics  is  required.  I  am  writing  not  specifically 
of  PCGS  but  of  all  slabbed  coins.  Certainly,  PCGS 
has  done  a  lot  to  help  the  hobby,  and  any  correc¬ 
tions  needed  to  be  made  in  the  future  are  more  than 
outbalanced  by  the  good  done  in  the  past. 

With  regard  to  books,  I  am  glad  you  are  still 

collecting  reference  materials.  I  have  seen  time  and 

time  again  where  $100  spent  on  books  can  save 

$10,000  in  buying  mistakes. 

★  ★  ★ 


QWhat  is  your  opinion  of  the  rarity 
of  Matte  Proof  Lincoln  cents  and 
Buffalo  nickels?  How  readily  avail¬ 
able  are  they?  Are  they  worth  col¬ 
lecting? — R.M.H. 

As  a  quick  guide  to  the  availability,  check 
the  mintages  as  published  in  A  Guide 
Book  of  United  States  Coins  and  then 
divide  by  two  and  this  will,  in  my  opinion, 
approximate  the  population  known  today.  The 
rarest  of  all  Matte  Proofs  in  the  Lincoln  cent  and 
Buffalo  nickel  series  is  the  1909  V.D.B.  cent.  Prob¬ 
ably  no  more  than  about  250  are  known,  and  even 
this  may  be  on  the  high  side.  Beware  when  it  comes 
to  this  particular  issue — as  quite  a  few  pieces 
offered  as  “Matte  Proof’  are  not.  Buying  a  coin  in 
a  PCG5,  ANACS,  or  NGC  slab  will  obviate  the 
problem.  Otherwise,  have  a  Proof  authenticated 
prior  to  purchase,  or  buy  it  from  someone  whom 
you  can  trust. 

In  their  day,  Matte  Proof  coins  were  very  un¬ 
popular,  and  most  of  them  were  spent.  Issued 
wrapped  in  tissue  paper  by  the  Mint,  the  coins 
quickly  toned,  and  cents  in  particular  soon  became 
a  deep  purple-brown  or  chocolate  brown.  Large 
quantities  of  unsold  coins  were  purchased  whole¬ 
sale,  possibly  even  at  face  value — by  dealers  of  the 
era,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  William  Pukall,  from 
whom  I  bought  many  dozens  of  pieces  from  his 
hoard  in  the  1950s. 

Today,  Matte  Proof  cents  are  readily  available 
despite  the  low  mintages.  The  typical  Lincoln  cent 
is  apt  to  be  toned  brown  or  purple-brown  as  noted. 
I  recommend  that  you  avoid  pieces  which  are 
spotted  or  blotchy.  Seek  evenly  toned  pieces.  Quite 
a  few  pieces  have  been  dipped  and  recolored,  and 
some  of  these  doctored  specimens  can  be  found  in 
slabs.  Buy  coins  that  are  only  aesthetically  pleas¬ 
ing.  By  the  way,  among  encapsulated  coins,  there 
is  often  not  much  difference  between  one  marked 
Proof-63  and  one  marked  Proof-65.  If  you  want  to 
save  money,  spend  some  extra  time  shopping  and 
look  for  Proof-63s. 

Buffalo  nickels  tend  to  be  brighter  and  more 
attractive. 

The  relative  lack  of  popularity  of  Matte  Proofs 


among  collectors  extends  to  the  present  day.  So  far 
as  Buffalo  nickels  are  concerned,  the  main  problem 
is  that  Matte  Proofs  often  look  little  different  from 
Mint  State  coins.  Among  Lincoln  cents,  they  are  apt 
to  be  darkly  toned.  However,  these  situations  were 
counterbalanced  by  the  fact  that  these  pieces, 
particularly  in  grades  such  as  Proof-63  and  Proof- 
64,  are  much  cheaper  than  they  otherwise  might  be 

if  they  were  more  popular. 

★  *  * 


Q 


In  a  recent  listing,  I  noticed  that 
you  use  the  letters  FB  and  FSB  to 
refer  to  the  fasces  on  the  reverse  of 
Mercury  dimes.  Is  there  a  differ¬ 
ence  between  these  two  notations?  I  have 
been  told  by  several  coin  dealers  that  a 
Mercury  dime  without  Full  Split  Bands 
cannot  be  graded  any  higher  than  MS-64. 
Is  this  true?  If  you  do  not  mention  FB  or 
FSB,  are  the  bands  split  in  coins  you  adver¬ 
tise  ? 

How  important  is  the  condition  of  the 
fasces  in  the  grading  of  Mercury  dimes? 
What  is  the  difference  between  FB  and  FSB, 
and  how  does  this  affect  the  value  of  a 
coin? — C.H. 


We  have  made  no  particular  distinction 
in  our  office  between  FB  and  FSB — both 
mean  that  the  bands  on  the  fasces  and  the 
reverse  design  of  the  Mercury  dime  show 
a  split — a  definition  line.  We  will  try  to  be  more 
consistent  in  the  future,  although  as  certain  coins 
are  marked  one  way  and  certain  another  way,  it 
may  be  some  time  until  that  happens. 

In  general,  the  term  Full  Bands  (or  Full  Split 
Bands)  is  used  to  denote  a  coin  which  is  well  struck, 
because  the  bands  are  filled  and  are  defined.  How¬ 
ever,  it  can  be  the  instance — and  I  have  seen  this  in 
1921  and  1921-D  dimes  in  particular — that  the 
bands  are  full  and  are  split  on  the  reverse,  but  the 
coins  are  very  weakly  struck  on  the  obverse,  espe¬ 
cially  below  the  date. 

The  same  sort  of  thing  happens  with  Standing 
Liberty  quarter  dollars  in  which  a  coin  can  have  a 
Full  Head  (a  feature  to  check  for  sharp  striking)  but 
can  be  weak  elsewhere  on  the  coin,  particularly  in 
the  area  of  the  date. 

All  of  this  goes  to  show  that  if  you  are  interested 
in  buying  very  sharply  struck  coins,  a  phrase  such 
as  “FB”  or  “FSB”  is  a  starting  point — be  sure  to 
check  the  rest  of  the  coin  as  well. 

With  regard  to  the  MS-65  listings  for  coins  that 
do  not  have  Full  Split  Bands,  this  is  commonly 
done.  In  fact,  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  has  a 
specific  column  for  MS-65  coins  and  another  col¬ 
umn  for  coins  that  are  MS-65  but  with  Full  Bands. 
Grading  refers  to  the  amount  of  contact  a  coin  has 
had  with  another,  or  the  state  of  wear,  and  has 
nothing  to  do  with  striking.  In  practice,  various 
grading  services  sometimes  take  striking  into  con¬ 
sideration  and  sometimes  don’t — there  is  no  con¬ 
sistency  in  this  regard.  Population  reports  from 
PCGS  and  NGC  show  Mercury  dimes  graded  as 
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high  as  MS-68  that  have  not  received  the  FB 
designation. 

The  availability  of  Mercury  dimes  with  Full 
Split  Bands  varies  from  issue  to  issue.  Some  issues, 
1916  Philadelphia  being  a  prime  example,  nearly 
always  are  seen  with  Full  Bands  (I  am  referring 
now  to  Uncirculated  coins  with  no  wear — on  which 
all  features  are  readily  visible).  On  the  other  hand, 
the  1945  Philadelphia  Mint  dime  is  hardly  ever 
seen  with  Full  Split  Bands — a  sharply  defined  piece 
with  full  bands  would  be  worth  thousands  of 
dollars,  whereas  an  ordinary  MS-65  would  be 
worth  between  $10  and  $20  if  it  were  otherwise 
particularly  nice. 

It  is  probably  the  case  that  about  a  third  or  a 
quarter  of  the  people  who  collect  Uncirculated 
Mercury  dimes  in  higher  grade  levels  are  willing  to 
pay  a  strong  premium  for  the  Full  Bands  feature. 
Most  are  satisfied  with  a  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  nice  appearance — excellent  in  all  qualities,  but 
without  the  bands  sharply  defined.  All  of  this  is  a 
matter  of  economics,  of  course. 

As  noted,  for  some  issues  (such  as  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  1916),  Full  Bands  coins  are  not  hard  to 
find.  For  others,  there  is  a  sharp  premium  charge. 

In  the  specific  case  of  coins  we  advertise  for 
sale,  only  those  coins  which  are  listed  with  the  FB 
or  FSB  designation  will  display  the  fully  split  band 
feature. 

★  *  * 


I  am  thinking  of  starting  a  set  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  and  wonder 
if  you  could  give  me  some  guide¬ 
lines?  I  would  like  to  spend  about 
$500  a  month  and  acquire  a  collection  in 
as  high  a  grade  as  is  feasible.  Any  ideas? — 
S.M.R. 


Q 


I  suggest  that  you  review  our  offering  of 
Morgan  dollars  in  this  issue  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review,  — assuming  you  would  like 
to  buy  them  from  us,  which  of  course 
would  be  a  good  idea! — and  look  at  the  MS-64 
column.  With  this  as  a  starter,  go  down  and  check 
off  as  many  dates  as  we  list  for  $500  or  less.  Once 
you  have  done  this,  then  for  the  remaining  dates, 
check  our  MS-63  column,  and  once  again  check  off 
each  date  we  have  priced  at  less  than  $500. 

Do  this,  and  you  will  have  a  great  start  on  a 
high-quality  collection.  Of  course,  our  listings  will 
not  include  one  of  each  date  and  mintmark  (no 
dealer  has  a  stock  of  everything  but  we  certainly 
have  the  majority  of  them).  At  the  rate  of  $500  per 
month  you  can  make  an  excellent  beginning  by 
buying  a  half  dozen  or  more  of  the  less  expensive 
pieces — thus  giving  you  a  foothold  and  also  some 
quantity.  Next  month  your  next  $500  can  peck 
away  at  the  MS-64  list  and  acquire  others.  A 


number  of  months  from  now,  when  you  have 
bought  all  of  the  MS-64  coins  costing  $500  or  less, 
then  you  can  turn  to  MS-63.  Of  course,  our  inven¬ 
tory  will  change  and  market  prices  will  change,  but 
this  formula  seems  to  me  to  be  an  interesting  way 
of  going  about  building  a  really  beautiful  set. 

The  time  will  come  when  you  have  bought  all 
that  exists  in  both  of  these  grade  categories,  after 
which  time  you  can  drop  down  to,  say,  MS-60  and 
again  chip  away  at  remaining  dates  that  cost  $500 
or  less.  Finally — and  I  am  looking  well  into  the 
future — you  will  have  certain  key  issues  remaining 
for  which  you  will  have  to  make  individual  deci¬ 
sions.  For  example,  in  what  grade  do  you  want  your 
1893-S?  What  about  the  Proof-only  1895? 

This  same  methodology  can  be  effectively  ap¬ 
plied  to  commemorative  half  dollars  or  any  other 
expanded  set. 

By  the  way,  I  consider  market  prices  on  Morgan 
dollars  to  be  especially  favorable  at  present.  There 
are  some  issues  in  MS-63  and  MS-64  grade  which 
now  sell  for  1/3  to  1/5,  or  even  less,  than  they  did 

at  the  height  of  the  market  in  1989! 

*  *  * 


QI  like  the  Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold 
series  and  consider  it  to  be  the 
most  beautiful  ever.  I  cannot  af¬ 
ford  a  complete  set  of  dates  and 
mintmarks,  as  some  of  the  Denver  and  San 
Francisco  pieces  of  the  1920s,  plus  all 
issues  after  1928,  are  out  of  the  range  of 
my  financial  ability.  Still,  I  would  like  to 
put  together  a  set  that  affords  a  challenge 
and  also  will  look  beautiful  upon  comple¬ 
tion.  If  you  were  in  my  place,  what  would 
you  do? — I.L. 

Two  ways  come  immediately  to  mind. 
Try  one  or  the  other.  However,  first  I 
would  determine  a  grade  objective.  Right 
now  in  the  market  I  believe  that  an  MS-63 
represents  a  particularly  excellent  value  for  the 
Saint-Gaudens  twenties,  and  many  MS-64  coins 
are  cheap  as  well.  Once  you  have  done  this,  then 
you  might  consider  one  of  these  two  paths: 

1.  Build  a  type  set.  Interestingly,  although  the 
series  at  first  seems  simple,  a  number  of  distinc¬ 
tively  different  designs  were  utilized.  Such  a  set 
would  include  the  MCMVII  H:gh  Relief — which 
will  be  the  major  item  to  acquire;  an  example  of  the 
Arabic  date  style  Without  Motto  1907-1908;  and  a 
specimen  of  the  With-Motto  style  1908-1933. 

2.  If  you  want  to  be  a  bit  more  elegant,  why  not 
try  for  a  complete  set  of  dates  and  mintmarks  of  the 
earlier  series?  The  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles 
conveniently  divide  themselves  into  early  and  late 
periods.  The  first  extending  from  1907  through 
1916  inclusive,  and  the  second  from  1920  onward. 


Within  the  first  there  are  no  impossible  rarities, 
although  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  is  part  of  this 
area  and  is  expensive,  and  such  issues  of  1908-S, 
1908-D,  1909/8  overdate,  and  1913-S  are  expen¬ 
sive.  For  these  you  may  wish  to  drop  your  grading 
requirement  down  to  MS-60  or  better.  Addition¬ 
ally,  once  you  complete  this  set,  you  could  consider 
acquiring  some  of  the  later  issues,  where  not  all  are 
expensive. 

In  any  event  you  should  cherrypick  when  you 
buy  Saint-Gaudens  $20s,  for  even  among  certified 
pieces  there  is  apt  to  be  a  wide  difference  in 
aesthetic  appeal.  Nice  coins  are  out  there,  and  it 
sometimes  takes  patience  to  find  them.  Also,  as  I 
have  mentioned  before  in  various  catalogues,  the 
1909/8  overdate  is  in  my  opinion  much  scarcer 
than  the  literature  suggests.  Find  one  of  these  at 
anything  close  to  price  quotations  and  you  will 
have  a  sleeper. 

*  *  * 

As  a  collector  of  Proof  Liberty  nick¬ 
els  I  have  been  puzzled  by  the  fact 
that  all  are  priced  about  the  same, 
and  yet  some  seem  to  be  very  easy 
to  find  and  others  are  very  difficult.  Why 
aren’t  they  priced  differently?  I  thought 
rarer  coins  should  be  more  expensive  than 
cheaper  ones? — F.S. 

Currently,  most  demand  for  Proof  Lib¬ 
erty  nickels  comes  from  collectors  desir¬ 
ing  a  single  piece  for  a  type  set,  and  any 
date  will  do.  The  rarest  Proof  issue  in  the 
1883-1912  series  is  1907,  with  a  mintage  of  just 
1,475,  and  yet  it  sells  for  little  if  any  more  than  a 
common  issue  such  as  1909  (mintage:  4,763).  This 
is  to  your  benefit,  for  you  can  cherrypick  scarce 
dates  without  paying  a  premium  for  them. 

The  second  greatest  demand  area  for  Proof 
Liberty  nickels  comes  from  investors,  who  read  all- 
inclusive  price  quotations  in  The  Coin  Dealer  News¬ 
letter  and  elsewhere,  and  who,  for  the  most  part, 
don’t  stop  to  think  that  mintages  differ  as  does 
availability.  To  an  investor,  a  1909  is  just  as  nice  to 
own  as  a  1907. 

The  third  area  of  demand  comes  from  collectors 
such  as  you,  who  are  endeavoring  to  acquire  one  of 
each  date  and  mintmark.  Years  ago  the  situation 
was  reversed,  and  collectors  came  first.  Back  then, 
there  were  differentials.  In  the  1964  edition  of  the 
Guide  Book,  for  example,  the  1907  Proof  Liberty 
nickel  at  $32.50  was  the  most  expensive  issue  of 
the  decade  (an  exception  being  1912  which  appar¬ 
ently  had  extra  interest  as  being  the  last  readily 
available  date  in  the  series). 

The  commoner  1909  was  priced  at  $23.50.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  1885,  not  especially  rare  in 
Proof  mintage  but  hard  to  find  in  all  grades,  as 
relatively  few  were  made  for  circulation,  was  priced 
for  Proof  at  $180,  or  about  eight  times  the  price  of 
a  commoner  date.  Today,  in  lower  grades,  includ¬ 
ing  the  lower  Proof  ranges,  the  1885  sells  for  many 
multiples  of  the  price  of  a  common  Proof  such  as 
1909. 

However,  in  higher  grade  levels  such  as  Proof- 
65  and,  especially,  Proof-66  or  finer — areas  of 
primary  interest  to  the  investor — the  differential 
narrows  considerably  as  investors,  as  noted,  in 
general  know  little  about  basic  rarity  and  avail¬ 
ability. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90 


Page  35 


1795  Dollar  Struck  over  1794! 


Believed  to  be  unique! 


1 795  Flowing  Hair  silver  dollar  plainly 
struck  over  a  1794  dollar!  B-4.  EF-40. 
Believed  to  be  unique.  Offered  by  Kagin’s 
Numismatic  Auctions,  as  Lot  3221  in  the  1987 
ANA  sale,  this  coin,  in  the  Richter  Collection  until 
sold  to  us  (by  Julian  Leidman,  as  agent)  at  the 
1992  ANA  Convention,  was  described  as  follows: 

1795  Unique!  Struck  over  a  1794  dollar. 
Bolender-4.  The  only  known  specimen,  and  the 
first  time  this  important  coin  has  been  offered  at 
public  auction.  Discovered  by  Walter  Breen,  who 
first  described  it  to  the  numismatic  community  in 
The  Metropolitan  Numismatic  Journal,  issue  No. 


1,  May- June  1961.  The  1961  description  follows: 
“On  the  obverse  of  the  1795  can  be  plainly  seen  the 
eagle,  a  wreath,  and  parts  of  UNITED....  On  the 
reverse  of  the  1795  are  visible  the  profile  and  part 
of  the  back  of  Liberty's  head....  Proof  that  the 
undertype  is  in  fact  a  1794  is  easy.  No  other  dollar 
reverse  of  this  design  except  the  1794  has  positions 
of  U  and  final  A  in  AMERICA  as  shown  here. ...  On 
this,  all  details  that  are  visible  match  the  1794 
exactly....” 

Breen  went  on  to  suggest  that  the  Mint  was 
embarrassed  with  the  weakly  struck  1794s,  and 
overstrikes  could  have  been  made  as  “testimony  to 


the  Mint’s  propaganda  needs  at  a  time  when  its 
detractors  were  ready  to  seize  on  anything  avail¬ 
able  as  evidence  of  its  incompetence  to  make 
acceptable  coins  for  the  young  and  growing  na¬ 
tion.”  This  coin  could  well  be  the  centerpiece  of 
the  finest  specialized  collection  of  United  States 
silver  dollars.  It  is  a  show-stopper,  a  marvelous 
specimen,  literally  two  coins  in  one!  Certainly, 
we  can  think  of  no  better  showpiece,  no  coin  with 
a  better  story,  no  coin  with  as  dramatic  a  visual 
appeal,  as  this!  Julian  Leidman  was  asking 
$50,000  for  this  coin,  but  we  acquired  it  from  him 
for  less.  It  can  be  yours  for . 45,000.00 
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Draped  Bust  Dollars 


Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


1797  B-2  Small  Letters  $1  Rarity 


1797  9x7  Stars.  Small  Letters  on  re¬ 
verse.  B-2.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Attractive  me¬ 
dium  gray  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  this 
date  and  type.  This  is  the  most  famous  variety 
of  1797.  Numerous  are  the  auction  citations 
that  just  20  or  30  specimens  are  known  in  all 
grades  (we  believe  the  number  to  be  larger  than 
that,  but  B-2  remains  the  rarest  variety  of  the 
year) .  The  Small  Letters  reverse  is  unique  among 
early  dollars  in  that  it  was  first  used  at  the  Mint 
in  1795  and  last  used  in  1798!  The  relief  was 
very  shallowly  cut  into  the  die,  and  the  rim  is 
very  low,  with  the  result  that  all  specimens  are 
higher  graded  on  the  obverse  than  the  reverse. 
Few  exist  in  any  grade  nicer  than  this.  An 
important  find  for  the  specialist . 4,450.00 


Landmark  1846-0  Dollar 


1846-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
frosty,  with  mint  lustre  that  is  virtually  three- 
dimensional!  One  of  the  very  finest  in  exist¬ 
ence,  this  piece  is  from  the  collection  of  Dr. 
A.W.,  and  is  the  finest  he  could  locate  in  nine 
years  of  searching.  For  the  connoisseur,  this 
coin  is  the  end  of  the  rainbow.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  rare,  beautiful! . 27,500.00 


Mint  State  1848  Dollar  Rarity 


1848MS-62(PCGS).  Light  golden  toning 
over  brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample  of  this,  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  issues 
in  the  series.  Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse 
between  our  offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  re¬ 
markable  quality . 9,750.00 


1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 
B-2;  15  Stars 


1798  15  Stars,  Small  Eagle  (and  small 
letters).  B-2,  VF-30.  Attractive  light  gray 
toning.  A  very  nice  specimen,  for  the  grade,  of 
this  key  issue . 3,950.00 


1842  MS-63  Dollar 


1842  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  lightly- 
toned  gray  surfaces.  Quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 3,995.00 


1 846-0  AU-53  (NGC) .  Mostly  brilliant  with  light 
gray  surfaces.  The  1846-0,  the  first  New  Or¬ 
leans  coin  of  this  denomination,  is  very  elusive 
in  AU  grade . 2,750.00 


We  present  one  of  the  finest  selections  of  Liberty 
Seated  silver  dollars  ever  to  be  offered  in  any  priced 
catalogue!  See  also  our  offering  of  copies  of  The 
Dollar  Newspaper,  published  in  Philadelphia  dur¬ 
ing  the  era  and  featuring  on  the  masthead  a  beau¬ 
tiful  line  engraving  of  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar  (as  we 
go  to  press  we  have  only  a  few  of  these  left). 


1844  EF-40.  Only  year  in  which  the  shield  stripe 
elements  have  four  vertical  segments  each, 
instead  of  the  normal  three;  due  to  die  dou¬ 


bling.  Rare,  low-mintage  issue . 650.00 

1846  AU-55  (PCGS) . 1,150.00 


Rare  1838  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1838  Gobrecht.  Judd-84.  Proof-61 
(PCGS).  Die  Alignment  III  (nearly  coin-wise, 
but  with  eagle  flying  level).  Attractive  light 
silver  surfaces  with  a  hint  of  blue  and  gold 
toning,  an  aesthetically  appealing  piece  with 
the  desirability  of  a  coin  in  an  even  higher 
grade.  Overall,  it  is  an  excellent  combination  of 
quality  and  value.  Ask  to  see  it  on  approval 
(against  satisfactory  references),  and  you  will 
want  to  keep  it.  Under  magnification,  the  coin 
is  very  slightly  double  struck.  A  superb  speci¬ 
men  for  the  aesthetically  minded  numismatist. 
The  1838  is,  of  course,  the  most  highly  prized  of 
all  three  Gobrecht  dollar  dates:  1836,  1838, 
and  1839 . 14,750.00 


A  Letter  From  L.K. 

The  following  is  from  L.K.,  client  57950: 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  for  my  latest  pur¬ 
chase.  I  want  to  thank  you  so  much  for  the  1801 
large  cent  just  received.  The  piece  is  outstand¬ 
ing  in  all  respects.  I  am  really  delighted  with  it. 
I  am  really  not  in  a  writing  mood  today,  so  I’ll 
make  this  letter  short.  Next  week  I  am  going  to 
send  you  a  list  of  additional  coins  for  you  to  add 
to  my  Want  List.  I  appreciate  very  much  your 
fine  service  and  exceptional  taste  for  quality.” 


ADD  OUR  GREAT  BOOKS 
TO  YOUR  LIBRARY 
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AU  1850  Silver  Dollar 


1850  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  and  with  a 
prooflike  surface.  A  rare  date  in  very  attractive 
condition . 3,450.00 


Prooflike  1850  dollar 


1850  AU-55,  prooflike.  Just  7,500  examples  of 
this  elusive  silver  dollar  issue  were  minted  in 
Philadelphia  this  year.  Open  5,  repunched  0  in 
date;  Breen-5433.  Reflective  fields  and  fully 
defined  design  details  are  splashed  with  irides¬ 
cent  shades  of  pale  blue,  rose,  and  gold.  An 
aesthetically  appealing  example  of  this  highly 
desirable  Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Add  it  to  your 

collection  for  only . 3,650.00 

1856  EF-40.  We  have  found  the  1856  dollar  to  be 
one  of  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  in  the 
series  in  this  grade . 875.00 


1857  MS-60,  fully  prooflike.  A  glittering  cameo 
coin,  brilliant  and  very  attractive.  Somewhat 
lightly  struck  at  the  top  of  the  obverse,  as  is  the 
case  with  all  authentic  business  strikes  we  have 
seen  over  the  years . 2,950.00 


J  Jkes  His  1859  Indian  Cent 

The  following  letter  is  from  Dr.  R.B.,  who  had 
the  following  to  say  to  Ken  Spatola: 

“I  am  enclosing  my  check  for  the  1859 
Indian  cent.  I  agree  with  you.  Even  though  you 
are  selling  it  as  AU,  it  is  nicer  than  most  Uncir¬ 
culated  examples  being  sold  by  many  dealers.” 


1858  Proof-Only  Rarity 


1858  Proof-62  (ANACS  Cache).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  sparkling  beauty.  Famous  as  the  only 
Proof-only  date  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series. 
The  number  minted  is  not  known,  but  300  or  so 
would  be  a  good  estimate.  In  terms  of  speci¬ 
mens  surviving  today,  it  is  much  rarer  than  the 
higher-priced  1895  Morgan  dollar.  Very  inex¬ 
pensive  today,  in  our  opinion.  First  order  gets  it 
for  just . 9,950.00 


Superb  1858  Proof  Dollar  Rarity 


1858  Proof-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  coin 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  Attractive  light 
toning.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen  or 
handled  of  this  famous  rarity!  Add  it  to  your 
collection  for  only . 16,500.00 


FAX  YOUR  ORDER 
1-603-569-5319 


Landmark  1859-S  Dollar 
MS-62  (PCGS) 


1859-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  the  finest  in  existence,  this  coin 
was  listed  by  us  in  our  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  75 
and  sold  immediately.  Recently,  as  part  of  the 
coins  acquired  from  the  new  owner  of  the  Dr. 
A.W.  Collection,  we  bought  it  back.  Now  of¬ 
fered  once  again,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
1859-S  dollars  inexistence  anywhere.  The  1859- 
S  is  one  of  those  issues  that  is  scarce  enough  in 
such  grades  as  VF  and  EF,  but  emerges  as  a 
world-class  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Twice  our  price 
probably  could  not  secure  one . 26,500.00 


1860-0  MS-60  (PCGS).  With  numerous 
bagmarks  as  always  seen  on  the  1860-0  dollars 

at  this  grade  level . 1,095.00 

1860-0  MS-61.  With  numerous  bagmarks  (see 
previous  listing) . 1,250.00 


Memorable  1861  Dollar 


1861  MS-63  (NGC).  A  dollar  with  gor¬ 
geous  light  iridescent  toning.  One  of  the  most 
aesthetically  appealing  business  strikes  in  exist¬ 
ence,  this  is  truly  a  coin  of  memorable  quality. 
Rare! . 6,950.00 


Same  Names 

Rare  Coin  Review  reader  Carl  Herkowitz 
recently  wrote  to  say  that  he  acquired  a  poll 
book  used  in  the  famous  1840  presidential  race 
between  Martin  Van  Buren  and  William  Henry 
Harrison.  Listed  in  the  volume  was  an  A.W. 
Browning — not,  of  course,  the  A.W.  Browning 
who  in  1 925  wrote  the  standard  work  on  United 
States  quarter  dollars  1796-1838.  Further  from 
Carl,  we  learn  that  on  a  Detroit  radio  station 
someone  named  Dave  Bowers  is  a  weather 
reporter. 
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Remarkable  Mint  State  1872-CC  $1 


1872-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Prooflike  ob¬ 
verse  almost  resembling  a  full  Proof.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  semi-prooflike.  Brilliant  and  sparkling. 
At  this  grade  level  it  is  one  of  the  very  finest 
known  to  exist.  Specialists  who  see  this  one  will 
be  impressed!  Where  can  you  find  another?  A 
splendid  coin  worthy  of  the  finest  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  collection . 37,900.00 


1870  Proof-64  (PCGS)  .A  brilliant  cameo 
gem,  a  superb  coin  that  will  delight  its  next 
owner  and  be  a  highlight  of  his  or  her  collec¬ 
tion.  Quality  such  as  this  is  elusive  today!  Ideal 
for  the  advanced  specialist  or  for  the  type  set 
collector . 8,795.00 


Mint  State  1868  Dollar 


1868  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces, 
somewhat  prooflike.  Far  rarer  Mint  State  than 
with  Proof  finish.  A  coin  the  specialist  will 
appreciate  for  its  rarity . 4,450.00 


Rare  1869  Dollar 


1869  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractive  iridescent 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  a  date  that  is 
exceedingly  rare  at  this  high  business  strike 
grade  level . 4,350.00 


Gem  Proof  1864  Dollar 


1864  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Avery  pleasing 
coin  with  attractive  light  gray  and  iridescent 
toning.  The  next  to  last  year  of  the  No-Motto 
type . 16,950.00 


1867  MS-60,  prooflike.  Brilliant  surfaces.  High- 
grade  business  strikes  such  as  this  are  very 
elusive . 2,450.00 


Gem  Proof-64  1870  $1 


1869  MS-61,  prooflike.  Very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
much  more  elusive  than  Proof.  Another  prize 
item  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,950.00 


1870-CC  VF-20  (PCGS).  A  pleasing  specimen  of 
the  first  Carson  City  Mint  issue . 765.00 

A  description  of  the  Carson  City  Mint,  from  Thompson  and 
West’s  History  of  Nevada,  1881,  p.  557,  follows:  “Granite  from 
the  prison  stone  quarry.  Piet  style  of  architecture.  Portico,  Ionic. 
Hall,  12  feet  in  width;  main  hall  12x40;  on  the  right  of  the 
entrance.  Paying  teller’s  office,  13x16  feet.  Coining  room, 
19x19.  Spiral  staircase  conducts  above.  Whitening  room 
10x14.5,  with  a  vault  in  solid  masonry  5x6.  Annealing  furnace 
and  rolling  room,  17x24.  Gold  and  silver  melting  room  10x24. 
Melters’  and  refiners’  office,  12x19  feet.  Deposit  melting  room 
14.5x19.  Deposit  weighing  room,  19x19,  with  a  strong  vault 
6.5x10.5  feet.  Treasurer’s  office,  13x16,  with  a  vault  five  feet 
square.  Engine  room,  16.5x53  feet.  Beside  which  there  is  a 
cabinet,  adjusting  room,  ladies’  dressing  room,  humid  assay 
room,  assayer’s  office,  assayer’s  room,  watchman’s  room,  two 
store-rooms,  attic,  basement.  As  a  pre\  ntive  against  fire  the 
floors  are  double,  with  an  inch  of  mortar  between.  The  founda¬ 
tions  are  seven  feet  below  the  basement  floor  and  laid  in 
concrete.  Building  two  and  a  half  stories  high.  The  machinery 
for  the  Mint  arrived  November  22,  1868.  The  Mint  has  a  front 
of  90  feet  on  Carson  Street.” 


1872-S  VF-30  (PCGS).  Scarce  and  ever  popular. 
Light  gray-toned  fields . 650.00 


1870-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  high-level  specimen 
of  this  popular  issue.  Somewhat  prooflike,  as  is 


usual  for  1870-CC . 2,750.00 

1871  EF-40. . 315.00 


1871-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck  coin 
with  some  traces  of  prooflike  surface;  a  prize 
specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  rarities  in 
the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series.  Most  collec¬ 
tors,  even  the  most  advanced  specialists,  would 
consider  themselves  lucky  to  acquire  an  EF 
piece.  AU  coins  are  virtually  (but  not  com¬ 
pletely,  of  course)  unheard  of;  years  may  elapse 


before  we  offer  another . 19,500.00 

1872-CC  VG-8  (PCGS) . 1,350.00 


Want  List  Service 

Our  Want  List  program  has  helped  many  of 
our  clients  track  down  elusive  date  and 
mintmark  varieties,  “type”  coins,  and  other 
desiderata. 

Interested?  Send  us  a  note  listing  scarce  or 
rare  pieces  (say,  with  a  value  of  several  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  each  or  more)  you’ve  been  seeking. 
When  we  acquire  them,  we  will  send  you  a 
quotation.  There’s  no  obligation  to  buy;  just  the 
opportunity  to  do  so  if  you  desire. 


Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 
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High-Grade  1872-S  Dollar 


1872-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  had  of  this 
rare  and  somewhat  unappreciated  issue.  A  prize 
coin  for  the  advanced  specialist! . 4,850.00 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries — and  always  has  been — since  we  be¬ 
gan  business  in  1953.  If  you  are  a  serious 
numismatist,  let  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
help  you  find  the  special  pieces  you’ve  been 
looking  for. 


Incredible  1873-CC  Dollar! 
AU-55  (PCGS) 


1873-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  somewhat  prooflike.  Well  struck.  A 
magnificent,  indeed  incredible,  specimen  of  the 
rarest  of  all  Carson  City  silver  dollars,  and  one 
of  the  very  finest  known  (no  Mint  State  coins 
have  ever  been  certified,  to  our  knowledge). 
The  1873-CC  is  a  famous  rarity  in  VF  or  EF 
grade.  In  AU  preservation,  it  is  nearly  “impos¬ 
sible.”  But,  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  we 
often  make  the  impossible  happen.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  the  buyer  of  this  coin  will  own  a  piece 
which  at  this  grade  level  is  several  times  rarer 
than  an  1804  dollar! . 42,500.00 


* 
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SPECIAL  OFFER: 

Morgan 
Dollars: 
\  $129!  / 


*  *  *  tJSa 


ANACS 

CACHE 

MS-65 

COINS! 


ANACS  Cache  MS-65 
Morgan  Dollars! 

—  Sparkling  Gems:  $129  each!  — 


A  SMALL  HOARD! 


rom  a  Midwest  source  we  bought 
a  small  hoard  of  sparkling  gem 
Morgan  dollars,  1880-S  and 
1881-S,  certified  in  new  ANACS  Cache 
holders.  If  you  want  to  buy  one  or  both 
of  these  dates,  they  are  $129  each,  or 
the  pair  for  just  $249. 


1846  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Published  in 

Philadelphia,  each  issue  is  multiple  pages  and  is 
full  of  interesting  news  and  advertising.  Mast¬ 
head  illustrated  with  a  line  cut  illustration  of 
the  starry  reverse  of  an  1836  Gobrecht  silver 
dollar,  the  most  prominent  item  on  the  front 
page.  Ideal  for  framing!  Just  one  copy  avail¬ 
able!  VG . 80.00 

1847  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Masthead  illus¬ 

trated  with  a  line  cut  illustration  of  an  undated 
Liberty  Seated  dollar,  the  most  prominent  item 
on  the  front  page.  Ideal  for  framing!  (We  framed 
one  for  our  own  office,  and  it  looks  great!) 
Good . 35.00 

1858  The  Dollar  Newspaper:  •  VG.  $25  • 

Fine . '....39.00 

1860  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Front-page  Lib¬ 
erty  Seated  illustration  as  preceding.  Good. 
Some  staining . 25.00 

1863  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Front-page 

Liberty  Seated  illustration  as  preceding. 
Fine . 39.00 

1864  The  Dollar  Newspaper.  Fine . 39.00 

Morgan  Dollars 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  Morgan  dollars. 
Our  stock  is  extensive  and  in-depth,  and  consists  of 
coins  of  excellent  quality.  Try  buying  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  from  us,  and  you’ll  keep  coming  back  for  more. 
Because  of  the  depth  of  our  inventory,  our  follow¬ 
ing  descriptions  are  brief.  But,  take  it  from  us,  each 
coin  when  you  receive  it  is  “on  approval.”  The  sale 
is  not  considered  final  until  you  are  happy  with  the 
grade,  overall  appearance  and  aesthetic  quality, 
and  value  for  the  price  paid.  Any  Morgan  dollar  not 
100%  to  your  liking  can  be  returned  within  30  days 
of  receipt  (7  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  instant 
cash  refund. 

For  many  years,  we  have  been  headquarters  for 
those  seeking  to  build  beautiful  collections  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars.  From  the  most  valuable  Morgan  dollar 
ever  sold  (the  gem  1893-S  we  auctioned  as  part  of 
the  Norweb  Collection  for  $357,500)  to  a  common 
1881-S,  we  have  supplied  countless  thousands  of 
beautiful  coins  to  appreciative  buyers. 

Thinking  about  adding  Morgan  dollars  to  your 
collection?  The  following  listing,  and  also  the  sub¬ 
sequent  “grid”  offering  of  NGC  and  PCGS  MS-63, 
64,  and  65  coins,  will  give  you  a  great  start.  How  to 
begin?  A  good  way  is  to  pick  a  grade  range,  say  one 
of  the  three  just  mentioned,  and  start  by  buying  a 
dozen  or  two  of  the  most  inexpensive  dates.  Be¬ 
yond  that  point,  you  can  order  again  or  send  us 
your  want  list,  and  we  will  gladly  ship  coins  to  you 
on  approval  at  regular  intervals. 

Now  is  a  great  time  in  the  market  to  buy  Morgan 
(and  Peace)  silver  dollars.  Prices  are  attractively 
low.  Recently,  we  have  seen  a  lot  of  buying  by 
dealers  and  old-timers — certainly  a  good  sign! 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  a  set  of  dollars  to 
sell,  let  us  know.  We  always  want  to  buy  quality 
collections. 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-64.  275.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  Reverse  of  1879:  • 

MS-63  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-63,  prooflike 


(PCGS) . 475.00 

1878  7  Tailfeathers.  MS-64 . 310.00 


1878-CC:  •  MS-63.  $175  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  275.00 
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SPECIAL  PRE-PUBLICATION  PRICE  OFFER! 


Silver  Dollars 
and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States: 


A  Complete  Encyclopedia 


Would  you  like  to  be  among  the 
first  to  own  one  of  the  most  useful, 
interesting,  and  most  informative  books 
ever  written  on  any  subject  in  numis¬ 
matics?  Would  you  like  to  own  a  fabu¬ 
lous  reference  work  that  is  already  a 
best  seller  even  before  it  goes  to  the 
printer?  (Advance  orders  have  been 
pouring  in!)  If  the  answer  is  YES,  we 
invite  you  to  order  Q.  David  Bowers’ 
spectacular  new  book  today  at  our 
money-saving  pre-publication  discount 
price  for  shipment  early  in  1993. 

Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  covers  each  silver  dollar  issue  from 
1794  through  1935,  plus  the  modern 
Eisenhower,  Anthony  and  other  issues, 
as  well  as  trade  dollars  1873-1885. 
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Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia 


BETH  DEISHER 
Editor,  Coin  World 

Dave  Bowers’  new  reference  book  on 
silver  dollars  delivers  what  the  title  prom¬ 
ises — a  complete  and  encyclopedic  approach 
to  collecting  both  U.S.  silver  dollars  and 
trade  dollars. 

Finally,  here  is  a  book  on  silver  dollars 
that  can  stand  as  a  one-volume  reference  in 
the  U.S.  silver  dollar  field.  It  not  only  relates 
the  history  of  the  coin  series  and  sets  the 
coins  within  the  context  of  their  times,  but 
also  provides  difficult-to-locate  early  price 
data  and  rarity  estimates  in  various  grades. 
Research  for  this  book  led  Bowers  to  pro¬ 
pose  a  Universal  Rarity  Scale,  which  could 
be  the  long-needed  tool  for  allaying  confu¬ 
sion  in  rarity  determination  for  all  series, 
not  just  silver  dollars. 

ROBERT  J.  LEUVER 
Executive  director,  ANA 
David  Bowers  is  one  of  the  foremost 
authorities  on  silver  dollars,  if  not  the  en¬ 
tire  spectrum  of  numismatics.  And  this  is 
one  of  the  most  fascinating  books  you  will 
ever  have  the  opportunity  to  read,  study, 
and  refer  back  to  time  and  time  again.  It  is 
a  veritable  treasury  of  facts,  stories,  and 
useful  information — it  is  a  must  for  EVERY 
numismatist. 

JEFF  OXMAN 
Co-founder 

Society  of  Silver  Dollar  Collectors 
In  terms  of  literary  output,  Q.  David 
Bowers  dominates  the  numismatic  land¬ 
scape  much  like  the  Eiffel  Tower  reigns  over 
the  skyline  of  Paris!  In  fact,  no  other  writer 
has  amassed  as  important  a  body  of  work, 
including  books,  catalogues,  and  articles, 
over  the  past  30  or  more  years.  The  magic 
continues  with  Dave’s  latest  effort,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Here,  he 
transforms  paper  into  what  is  essentially  a 
magnum  opus  for  silver  dollar  enthusiasts. 
The  result  is  more  than  impressive:  seem¬ 
ingly  countless  hundreds  of  pages,  large 
format  style  with  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
incredible  photographs,  comprehensive  data 
concerning  die  varieties,  a  detailed  account¬ 
ing  of  every  U.S.  silver  dollar  variety,  and 
historical  context — as  well  as  critical  back¬ 
ground  information. 

BOB  WILHITE 
Editor,  Numismatic  News 
The  title  really  says  it  all:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  It’s  really  here  under  one  cover 
in  a  format  that  reads  more  like  a  best¬ 
selling  novel  rather  than  a  reference  book. 
Let  me  assure  you  that  regardless  of  your 
level  of  involvement  in  the  hobby  of  collect¬ 
ing  silver  dollars  that  you  will  learn  from 
this  work  of  numismatic  art.  Whether  it’s 
history  or  information,  it’s  all  between  the 
covers  of  this  one  must  read  book. 


WHAT  THE  BOOK  CONTAINS 


The  book  will  tell  you  everything  you  ever  wanted  to  know — and  more — about  each  and 
every  single  issue  in  the  dollar  series.  Take,  for  example,  a  common  silver  dollar  such  as  the  1881- 
S  Morgan.  As  part  of  the  Morgan  dollar  section  of  the  book,  you  will  read  the  historical  background 
written  by  noted  numismatic  researcher  R.W.  Julian.  In  separate  chapters,  Dave  Bowers  discusses 
the  collecting  of  Morgan  dollars  over  the  years,  popularity  trends,  rarity  evaluations,  hoards, 
discoveries,  grading  differences,  and  more.  Then  follows  a  separate  chapter  on  the  market  for 
Morgan  dollars  over  the  years — how  it  has  fluctuated,  the  effects  of  inflation  and  speculation, 
pricing  structures,  and  more.  Never  before  has  so  much  information  been  included  in  a  single 
volume!  Then  you  will  find  a  separate  section  on  each  and  every  date  and  mintmark  of  the  Morgan 
dollar,  including  the  1881-S.  You  will  learn  the  circumstances  of  mintage,  distribution  policies,  the 
quantities  released  from  various  hoards,  the  characteristics  of  striking,  sharpness  and  quality, 
and  detailed  market  analysis  of  the  1881-S  beginning  with  its  value  at  the  time  of 
issue,  1881,  and  progressing  in  five-year  intervals  through  1985,  after  which  the 
market  value  of  the  1881-S  is  analyzed  on  a  yearly  basis  in  grades  of  VF- 
20,  EF-40,  AU-50,  MS-60,  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  anything  and  everything  you  ever  wanted  to 
know  about  the  1881-S  will  be  at  your  fingertips!  What  was  it 
worth  at  the  height  of  the  investment  market  in  the  late  1980s? 

What  did  the  effect  of  hoards  have?  Are  most  pieces  sharply 
struck  or  weakly  struck?  How  many  pieces  are  estimated  to 
survive  today  at  different  grade  levels?  The  answers  to 
these  and  other  questions  will  give  you  a  real  edge  in 
making  buying  or  selling  decisions. 

The  popular  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  each  have 
their  own  sections  and  are  treated  in  detail  from  the 
1878-CC  through  the  1885-CC,  then  continuing  from 
1889-CC  through  1893-CC.  The  author  traces  the  mint¬ 
age  and  production  techniques  of  the  coins,  how  they 
were  stored,  the  transfer  of  millions  of  coins  to  the 
Treasury  Department  Building  in  Washington,  D.C.,  how 
Carson  City  pieces  were  made  available  to  certain  collectors 
and  dealers  by  Treasury  employees  during  the  1950s,  the 
story  of  the  great  Treasury  release  of  1962-63,  and  more! 

You  will  also  read  about  the  1903-0  dollar,  which  in  1962 
was  considered  to  be  the  most  valuable  coin  in  the  entire  series. 

And  how  the  fantastic  discovery  was  made  that  millions  of  New 
Orleans  dollars  had  been  shipped  to  Philadelphia  during  the  early  part 
of  the  century  and  stored  in  a  vault  there,  only  to  come  to  light  in  October 
1962  to  astound  the  numismatic  community — adventure,  intrigue,  excitement! 

You  can  trace  the  price  movement  of  the  1903-0  in  different  grades  from  the  time  of 
issue  to  the  present.  The  same  analysis  is  presented  for  every  silver  dollar  issue  from  1794  onward ! 


SECTIONS  OF  THE  BOOK 


This  book  will  be  divided  into  major  sections  as  follows: 

INTRODUCTORY  MATERIAL:  A  study  of  the  concept  of  rarity  applied  to  silver  dollars, 
historical  considerations,  an  overview  of  dollar-size  coins  of  the  world,  and  the  background  that 
led  to  the  production  of  this,  the  largest  silver  denomination,  in  1794. 

EARLY  DOLLARS  1794-1804:  The  story  of  the  1794  dollar,  the  quantity  minted,  the  number 
known  today  in  various  grades,  auction  and  price  records  from  the  19th  century  to  date,  and,  as 
is  true  of  all  other  dollar  varieties,  price  movements  in  various  grades  from  the  middle  of  the  1 9th 
century  (when  numismatic  records  first  became  available)  in  five-year  intervals  through  1985, 
plus  a  breakdown  in  many  different  grades  yearly  from  1986  to  date. 
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Order  today  at  1-800-222-5993  for  delivery  in  early  1993! 


Early  dollar  die  varieties  will  be  described  in  detail,  using  not  only  information  in  the  Bolender 
book  (with  permission  of  the  copyright  holder),  but  with  a  wealth  of  new  information,  rarity  data, 
etc.  provided  by  Douglas  Winter  and  others,  including  the  results  of  a  comprehensive  study  of 
auction  appearances  from  the  19th  century  to  date.  Many  current  rarity  ratings  will  be  COM¬ 
PLETELY  REVISED.  Any  dealer,  collector,  or  investor  having  even  a  single  silver  dollar  in  this  date 
range  will  find  the  book  will  pay  for  itself  with  valuable  information  not  available  in  any  other 
single  source. 


GOBRECHT  DOLLARS  1836-1839:  Gobrecht  dollars  form  a  special  section  of  the  book  and 
consist  of  an  introduction  by  R.W.  Julian  with  notes  by  leading  scholars.  Data  concerning  striking, 
die  varieties,  availability,  pedigrees,  market  prices  over  the  years,  and  more  will  be  of  interest  and 
value  to  anyone  owning  or  contemplating  owning  one  of  these  pieces.  Much  new  information  will 
be  presented  concerning  the  rarity  of  originals  vs.  restrikes,  and  die  alignments — completely 
changing  “conventional  wisdom”  in  some  instances! 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS:  As  is  true  of  the  early  dollars  1794-1804,  the 
section  on  Liberty  Seated  dollars  would  make  a  truly  great  book  in  its  own  right. 
Following  a  detailed  historical  introduction,  there  are  separate  chapters  on 
collecting  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  the  market  performance  of  the 
series  over  the  years.  You  will  read  about  the  development  of  interest 
in  the  issue,  how  certain  dollar  dates  were  recognized  as  being  rare 
shortly  after  the  time  of  release,  how  premium  guides  prompted 
Treasury  officials  to  look  for  scarce  Carson  City  dollars  among 
stored  coins,  the  release  of  tens  of  thousands  of  circulated 
Liberty  Seated  dollars  during  the  Treasury  hoard  dispersal 
of  1962-1963,  and  more! 

Then  follows  a  year-by-year,  date-by-date  analysis 
beginning  with  1840  and  concluding  with  1873-S.  Each 
issue  is  illustrated,  described  in  detail,  and  analyzed. 

MORGAN  DOLLARS:  Again,  this  section  on  its  own 
would  be  a  valuable  reference  and  would  be  worth  the 
price  we  are  charging  for  the  entire  volume!  Market 
values  of  each  Morgan  dollar  date  and  mintmark  vari¬ 
ety,  popularity  trends,  mintages,  the  estimated  number 
known  in  different  grade  ranges  (this  has  never  appeared 
in  print  before  in  any  single  publication ! ) ,  scarce,  interest¬ 
ing,  and  unusual  varieties,  and  more — hundreds  of  pages  of 
information  you  can  use!  If  you  own  even  a  single  Morgan 
dollar,  this  book  is  an  absolute  MUST  for  you! 

PEACE  SILVER  DOLLARS  1921-1935:  Peace  dollars  are 
likewise  treated  in  detail.  Each  of  the  varieties  from  1921  through 
1935-S  has  its  own  special  section.  Each  is  illustrated,  described,  and 
evaluated.  Market  prices  are  given  from  the  time  of  issue  to  date,  with 
information  concerning  hoards,  quantities  on  the  market,  the  effects  of 
investment  and  speculation,  rarity  at  different  grade  levels,  and  more.  If  you  plan 
to  buy  Peace  dollars,  this  book  will  earn  and/or  save  you  a  lot  of  money! 


MODERN  DOLLARS:  All  Eisenhower  dollars  1971-1978  are  discussed  separately,  illustrated, 
and  analyzed,  as  are  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollars  1979-1981,  silver  bullion  “eagle”  dollars  1986  to 
date,  PLUS  commemorative  silver  dollars  from  the  1900  Lafayette  onward. 


TRADE  DOLLARS  1873-1885:  Again,  the  trade  dollar  section  on  its  own  would  make  a  truly 
great  volume,  containing  as  it  does  more  information  on  collecting  and  investing  in  trade  dollars 
than  any  other  book  ever  published!  Each  issue  is  discussed  in  detail,  and  together  with 
distribution  procedures,  hoards,  market  price  movements  since  the  19th  century,  the  rarity  of 
various  issues  today,  grading,  and  more.  There  are  many  surprises  in  this  section.  Did  you  know, 
for  example,  that  at  MS-65  grade  the  1874  Philadelphia  trade  dollar  is  an  extreme  rarity,  and  yet 
it  is  very  common  in  lower  grades?  In  high  Mint  State  levels  the  commonest  trade  dollar  is  1875- 
S— a  fact  which  most  people  don’t  know.  Which  others  are  common  and  which  are  rare  will  be  at 
your  fingertips  when  you  have  the  book. 


ELVIRA  CLAIN-STEFANELLI 
Smithsonian  Institution 

More  learned  papers  have  been  written 
about  the  silver  dollar  than  about  any  other 
United  States  coin  denomination,  but  Bow¬ 
ers'  latest  book  will  put  to  rest  all  present 
and  future  U.S.  dollar  researchers.  He  cer¬ 
tainly  has  “left  no  ‘dollar’  unturned,”  no 
possible  aspect  untouched,  and  no  question 
unanswered.  Through  its  volume  and 
amount  of  information  it  is  indeed  an  awe¬ 
some  work  which  covers  not  only  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  the  silver  dollar  from  its  early  begin¬ 
nings  in  1794  to  the  present  time,  but  in  fact 
gives  us  a  detailed  picture  of  the  historical, 
economic,  political,  technological,  and  ar¬ 
tistic  events  which  surrounded  the  issuance 
of  the  U.  S.  silver  dollar,  year  by  year. 

Dave  Bowers’  “fireside  chat”  style  coun¬ 
terbalances  the  many  technical  and  statisti¬ 
cal  aspects  of  information  and  makes  the 
reading  not  only  informative  but  also  very 
pleasant.  He  tells  us  not  only  how  silver 
dollars  were  struck,  but  also  how  they  were 
spent,  re-creating  the  ambiance  of  each 
period  by  pairing  nostalgia  with  technologi¬ 
cal  data.  Bowers’  approach  regarding  two 
very  subjective  aspects  in  today’s  numis¬ 
matics — namely,  how  to  assess  the  degree 
of  rarity  and  value  of  common  as  well  as 
rare  items — is  very  methodical,  detailed, 
and  impartial.  He  gives  us  a  picture  of  the 
market  in  the  various  periods  of  the  past 
which  can  serve  as  a  reliable  guide  for  the 
present  as  well  as  the  future. 

It  is  delightful  to  see  that  a  book  so  full 
of  technical  information  can  be  a  fascinat¬ 
ing  narrative.  Dave  Bowers’  new  book  on 
silver  dollars  is  certainly  destined  to  be¬ 
come  a  milestone  of  U.S.  numismatics. 

KARI  STONE 

Editor,  COINage  Magazine 

For  his  new  Encyclopedia,  Q.  David  Bow¬ 
ers  has  tracked  down  every  last  shred  of 
evidence  available  to  a  premier  researcher 
and  author  determined  to  present  the 
WHOLE  story.  It  appears  that  not  one  aspect 
of  any  silver  dollar  or  trade  dollar  issue — be 
it  the  number  of  pieces  surviving  today  in 
various  grades,  past  and  present  market 
values,  descriptions  of  interesting  and  of¬ 
ten  rare  varieties,  historical  context,  or  any 
other  detail— has  gone  undocumented.  It 
also  appears  that  every  source  available, 
published  or  unpublished,  has  been  con¬ 
sulted. 

In  one  book  has  been  compiled  the  most 
thorough  coverage  of  silver  and  trade  dol¬ 
lars  to  date.  Yet  the  presentation  of  what 
could  be  a  daunting  amount  of  information 
is  at  once  orderly  and  eminently  readable. 
Bowers’  easy  style  is  a  finely  tailored  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  myriad  books  he  already  has 
under  his  belt.  Bowers  has — once  again- 
written  what  will  quickly  become  the 
most-used  reference  on  the  subject. 
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Last  chance  to  take  advantage  of  pre-publication  prices! 


DAVID  L.  GANZ 
ANA  Vice-President 

Your  research  is  a  national  treasure.  The 
book  is  an  extraordinary  achievement,  a 
magnificent  accomplishment,  and  an  essen¬ 
tial  volume  for  any  serious  student  of  con¬ 
temporary  numismatics. 

The  book  has  taken  a  difficult  subject 
matter  — the  subject  of  many  writers  through 
the  years—  synthesized  it,  added  original 
research,  and  resulted  in  an  extraordinary 
book  that  belongs  in  every  library  hoping  to 
have  even  basic  coverage  of  the  field.  Even 
if  you  don’t  collect  silver  dollars,  the  history 
and  documentary  research  is  well  worth¬ 
while.  I  curled  up  to  read  hundreds  of  pages 
of  the  advance  proofs — simply  because  I 
could  not  put  the  book  down!  Congratula¬ 
tions  on  another  outstanding  achievement! 

ROBERT  KORVER 
The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter 

Silver  dollars  lie  at  the  heart  of  American 
numismatics,  providing  the  joys  of  collect¬ 
ing  to  beginners  and  specialists  alike.  All 
collectors  will  find  something  of  value  in  Q. 
David  Bowers’  latest  masterpiece,  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia.  Encyclope¬ 
dic  in  size  and  details,  this  book  will  set  the 
standard  for  numismatic  excellence.  Cover¬ 
ing  dollars  from  1794  to  modern  times,  all 
of  the  particulars  of  design,  production, 
distribution,  and  value  are  liberally  inter¬ 
spersed  with  the  amusing  anecdotes  that 
make  collecting  so  much  fun.  Whether  your 
interest  is  in  Draped  Bust  die  varieties, 
Gobrecht  dollars,  Morgan  dollars  from  the 
great  Treasury  hoard  of  the  1960s,  or  any¬ 
thing  else,  you  will  find  all  the  facts  and  fun 
you  could  ever  need  here.  The  history  of  our 
dollar  coins  is  really  a  narrative  of  Ameri¬ 
can  coinage,  and  no  one  is  better  equipped 
to  tell  that  story  than  Dave  Bowers.  If  you 
are  a  collector  of  American  silver  dollars, 
you  will  NEED  this  book.  If  you  are  given  this 
book,  you  will  probably  end  up  a  collector! 

SCOTT  A.  TRAVERS 
Numismatic  Author 

Q.  David  Bowers’  new  book  is  an  intellec¬ 
tual  triumph— a  spectacular,  scholarly,  but 
readable,  numismatic  achievement.  In  the 
great  style  that  is  Bowers,  the  coin  field’s 
most  prolific  author,  the  work  encompasses 
not  only  original  research  but  the  findings 
of  other  leading  specialists.  Variety  or  mar¬ 
ket  trend— proof  or  prooflike — pedigree  or 
coin  location — it’s  all  there!  To  merely  say 
that  Q.  David  Bowers  has  “done  it  again” 
might  trivialize  this  mammoth,  yet  meticu¬ 
lously  organized  and  edited,  volume.  Dave 
is  a  prince,  and  this  latest  book  royally 
reinforces  this. 


SPECIFICATIONS  OF  THE  BOOK 


The  book  is  now  being  completed,  and  will 
be  the  best  part  of  1,500  pages  in  size.  Each 
page  will  be  8-1/2  by  1 1  inches  on  high-quality 
paper.  Each  and  every  date  and  mintmark  in 
the  silver  dollar  and  trade  dollar  series  will  be 
illustrated,  with  the  vast  majority  in  large  55- 
millimeter  diameter  photographs,  enabling  the 
study  of  die  details.  So  that  you  can  instantly 
learn  about  any  variety  desired,  the  book  is 
presented  in  chronological  order  from  the  1794 
Flowing  Hair  silver  dollar  through  the  1981 
Anthony  dollar  and  other  modern  issues,  then 
trade  dollars  from  1873  through  1885.  In  just 
a  matter  of  seconds  you  can  find  all  you  want  to 
know  about  a  given  date  or  mintmark. 

This  landmark  volume  represents  many 
years  of  work  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars’  of  research  effort  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
and  many  distinguished  contributors — a  bril¬ 
liant  galaxy  of  numismatic  stars!  The  foreword 
is  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  editor  of  A  Guide  Book 
ofU.S.  Coins. 

If  we  were  to  issue  this  mammoth  work  in 
separate  volumes,  a  half  dozen  books  could  be 
published,  and  several  of  them  could  easily  sell 
for  $50  to  $75  each.  In  fact,  on  a  volume  by 
volume  basis  this  book  would  be  worth  $250  or 
even  more!  We  may  do  this  in  the  future;  plans 
have  not  been  settled. 

We  do  know  that  for  the  present  it  will  be 
produced  in  one  mammoth  volume  with  three 
quality  binding  choices,  to  suit  each  numis¬ 
matic  taste  and  budget.  It  is  anticipated  that 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United 
States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia  will  be  pub¬ 
lished  early  in  1993.  In  the  meantime,  if  you 

I - 

Dear  Friends: 

Please  send  me  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia, 
upon  publication. 

Please  send  me  the  following: 

"  Softbound  (BBM-203)  $49.95  plus  $3 
_ shipping 

Hardbound  (BBM-204)  $65.00  plus  $3 
_ shipping 

Deluxe  Limited  Edition  Hardbound 

_  (BBM-205)$99.00  plus  $3  shipping. 

I  enclose  my  check  or  credit  card  authoriza¬ 
tion  for  $ _ (include  $3  postage  and 

I  handling  per  book).  I  understand  that  my 

complete  satisfaction  is  guaranteed. 


order  today  you  will  protected  against  any 
future  price  increases  and,  further,  can  take 
advantage  of  a  special  pre-publication  discount. 

The  bindings  and  prices,  including  the 
discounts  available,  are  as  follows: 

QUALITY  SOFTBOUND.  (BBM-203)  List  price 
$69.00,  can  be  yours  at  the  discount  price  of 

$49.95. 

QUALITY  HARDBOUND.  (BBM-204)  List 
price  $89.00,  can  be  yours  at  the  discount 
price  of  $65.00. 

DELUXE  LIMITED  EDITION.  (BBM-205) 
Limited  to  just  900  copies  individually  num¬ 
bered  from  1  to  900  and  hand-signed  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  Hardbound.  First-come,  first- 
served.  Offered  subject  to  availablility.  List 
price  $125,  can  be  yours  at  the  discount 
price  of  $99. 

IT’S  EASY  TO  ORDER  NOW! 

There  are  two  easy  ways  to  order: 

(1)  Telephone  1-800-222-5993  today,  use 
your  credit  card,  and  we’ll  reserve  a  copy  at  the 
pre-publication  discount  price,  plus  $3  ship¬ 
ping. 

(2)  Use  the  handy  coupon  and  order  by 
mail.  Credit  card  or  your  personal  check  is  fine! 

GUARANTEE  OF  SATISFACTION 

If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  completely 
satisfied  with  this  book  you  may  return  it  within 
30  days  of  receipt  for  a  full  refund.  We  guaran¬ 
tee  you’ll  be  100%  delighted! 


1 


Name 


Street 


City 


State  Zip 

□  MasterCard  □  Visa  |  |  American  Express 


Credit  Card  No.  Exp.  Date 

Mail  to: 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Publications  Department 
Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
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1878- S:  •  MS-61.  $29.00  •  MS-63.  $42  •  MS-64. 

$75  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 75.00 

1879- S  Reverse  of  1878:  •  AU-58.  $45  •  MS- 

62  (PCGS).  $245  •  MS-62/64.  $275  •  MS-64 
(PCGS) . 1,195.00 

1879- S:  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 55.00 

1880  MS-63 . 34.00 

1880- S:  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 

$55  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 139.00 

1881- CC:  •  MS-62.  $189  •  MS-62  (PCGS). 

$189  •  MS-65.  $635  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache) . 635.00 

1881-0  MS-62 . 39.00 

1881- S:  •  MS-64.  We  just  bought  a  nice  group  of 

these  from  a  Western  source.  Take  one  away — 
a  sparkling  beauty — for  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $55  •  MS-65.  $139  •  MS-65  (ANACS 
Cache).  $139  •  MS-65,  prooflike . 195.00 

1882- CC:  •  MS-62.  $75  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $75  •  MS- 

63.  $89  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $89  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Prooflike.  $110  •  MS-64 . 135.00 

1882-0:  •  MS-62.  $35  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 215.00 

1882-0/0  MS-62 . 110.00 

1882-O/S:  •  AU-55.  $75  •  MS-60 . 175.00 

1882- S:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1883:  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  59.00 

1883- CC:  •  MS-61* (PCGS).  $69  •  MS-62.  $75  • 

MS-62  (PCGS).  $75  •  MS-63.  $89  •  MS-64. 
$125  •  MS-65 . 295.00 

1883-0:  •  MS-62  (Hallmark).  $29  •  MS-63  $34  • 
MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $55  • 
MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 155.00 

1883- S:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  $375  •  MS-61 

(PCGS) . 525.00 

1884  MS-64 . 69.00 

1884- CC:  •  MS-62.  $75  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $75  • 

MS-62  (PCGS).  Prooflike.  $95  •  MS-63.  $85* 
MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $85  •  MS-64.  $119  • 
MS-65 . 295.00 

1884-0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64.  $55 

•  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $55  •  MS-65  (ANACS 

Cache) . 139.00 

1884- S  AU-53 . 265.00 

1885:  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $55 

•  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 155.00 

1885- CC:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $259  •  MS-63.  $285  • 

MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) . 350.00 

1885-0:  •  MS-61.  $22  •  MS-62.  $29  •  MS-63.  $34 

•  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  ...55.00 

1885- S:  •  MS-61.  $99  •  MS-64 . 595.00 

1886:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache).  $55  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  139.00 

1886- 0:  •  AU-55.  $85  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  ..265.00 

1886-S:  •  MS-62.  $185  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $185  • 

MS-63 . 335.00 


1887:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS 
Cache).  $55  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 139.00 


Rare  1887/6-0  Dollar 
MS-63  (PCGS) 


1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS) . 3,650.00 

1887-0:  •  AU-55.  $29  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 950.00 

1887-S:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $80  •  MS-62.  $149  • 

MS-62  (PCGS) . 149.00 

1888:  •  MS-63.  $39  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $39 
•  MS-64 . 65.00 


1888-0:  •  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  $32  •  MS-63. 
$42  •  MS-64 . 110.00 

1888- S:  •  MS-60.  $125  •  MS-63.  $395  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 895.00 

1889  MS-62 . 32.00 

1889- 0  MS-62 . 135.00 

1889- S:  •  MS-62.  $135  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  135.00 

1890  MS-63 . 49.00 

1890- 0  MS-64 . 395.00 

1890- S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 45.00 

1891  MS-62 . 95.00 

1891- CC:  •  AU-58.  $115  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $195  • 

MS-63 . 335.00 


1891- S:  •  MS-63.  $125  •  MS-63,  prooflike.  ..  145.00 
1892:  •  MS-63  (ANACS  Cache).  $395  •  MS- 

64 . 825.00 

1892- CC  MS-62  (PCGS) . 625.00 

1892- 0:  •  MS-60.  $110  •  MS-63 . 275.00 

1 893  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache) .  A  very  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  this  scarce  and  popular  Morgan  dollar 
issue . 1,395.00 

1893- 0  AU-50 . 375.00 

1894:  •  EF-40.  $330  •  AU-50.  An  attractive 


specimen  of  this  rare  date . 500.00 

1894-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 135.00 

1896  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64 . 55.00 

1896-0:  •  AU-50.  $110  •  AU-50  (ANACS  Cache). 

Lightly  toned.  $110  •  AU-55.  $140  •  AU-55 

(ANACS  Cache) . 140.00 

1896-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  sharply  struck,  lus¬ 
trous,  and  frosty  issue . 995.00 

1897  MS-64 . 80.00 


Ken  Spatola  Found  It  For  Him 


Client  R.M.  had  been  searching  for  a  "just  right" 
191 6-D  dime — the  right  grade,  the  right  price,  the 
right  quality.  Ken  Spatola  was  aware  of  his  needs, 
found  one  for  him,  and  sent  it  on  approval.  This 
letter,  dated  September  6,  1 992,  resulted: 

“Dear  Ken, 

“Enclosed  you  will  find  mycheckforthe  1916- 


D  dime.  It  was  just  what  I  was  looking  for.  I  will 
send  you  another  want  list  soon. 

“Thank  you  for  finding  this  great  1916-D 
dime  for  me,  and  thank  you  for  sending  it  to  me 
on  approval. 

“I  am  looking  forward  to  doing  business  with 
you  in  the  future.  Thanks  again!” 


1897-0:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
$850  •  MS-62.  $1,995  •  MS-62  (PCGS). 
$1,995  •  MS-62  (ANACS  Cache).  Scarce  in 


higher  grades  such  as  this . 1,995.00 

1897-S:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $50  •  MS-63.  $85  •  MS- 

64 . 195.00 

1898:  •  MS-62.  $35  *  MS-63 . 49.00 


1898-0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64 
(ANACS  Cache).  $55  •  MS-64  DMPL  (ANACS 
Cache).  $275  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache).  160.00 

1898- S:  •  MS-63.  $325  •  MS-63  (ANACS 

Cache) . 325.00 

1899- 0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache). 

$55  •  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 165.00 

1899- S  MS-63 . 365.00 

1900:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64  (ANACS  Cache).  $55 

•  MS-65  (ANACS  Cache) . 275.00 

1900- 0:  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64  (ANACS 

Cache) . 55.00 

1900-S  MS-63 . 350.00 

1901  AU-58 . 645.00 


Gem  Proof  1901  Dollar 
Proof-64  (PCGS) 


1901  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem 
Proof  specimen  that  will  look  great  in  an  ad¬ 
vanced  collection,  as  Mint  State  coins  are  virtu¬ 
ally  unobtainable  for  any  price  at  this  level! 
Only  rarely  do  we  have  a  specimen  of  this 
quality  to  offer  for  sale . 4,950.00 


1901- 0:  •  MS-63.  $39  •  MS-64.  $69  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache).  $69  •  MS-65 . 335.00 

1902- 0:  •  MS-62.  $29  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache).  $55  •  MS-64  Prooflike 

(NGC) . 240.00 

1902- S:  •  MS-63.  $440  •  MS-64 . 825.00 

1903:  •  MS-63.  $59  •  MS-64,  prooflike.  .450.00 

1903- 0  MS-64 . 235.00 

1904  MS-62 . 135.00 

1904- 0:  •  MS-63.  $34  •  MS-64.  $55  •  MS-64 

(ANACS  Cache) . 55.00 

1904-S  F-12 . 21.00 

1921-S:  •  MS-62.  $35  •  MS-62  (PCGS) . 35.00 
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Morgan  Silver  Dollars 

1878-1921 

Select  PCGS  and  NGC  Mint  State 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  a  selection  of 
Morgan  silver  dollars  of  hand-picked  quality,  certi¬ 
fied  by  NGC  and  PCGS.  Each  coin  has  been  selected 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and 
Mark  Borckardt,  is  frosty  and  brilliant  or  attrac¬ 
tively  lightly  toned,  and  has  excellent  aesthetic 
appeal  for  its  grade.  In  recent  times  we  have  been 
the  main  buyer  of  silver  dollars.  We  have  looked 
through  thousands  of  coins  in  order  to  buy  a  few 
hundred  pieces  of  selected  quality  and  value. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Morgan  silver  dollars,  use 
this  selection  to  add  to  your  collection — or  to  start 
a  collection.  Morgan  dollars  are  the  most  popular 
series  in  American  numismatics.  We  know  you’ll  be 
delighted  with  the  quality.  And,  of  course,  each 
Bowers  and  Merena  silver  dollar  comes  to  you  with 
our  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  We  sell 
as  many  or  more  selected  Uncirculated  silver  dol¬ 
lars  as  any  dealer  in  America,  and  the  reason  is  that 
we  deliver  quality — and  buyers  keep  coming  back 
for  more!  At  today’s  low  market  prices,  and  with 
our  quality,  these  coins  are  irresistible! 


Morgan 
Silver  Dollars 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  8  TF 

$99 

$325 

1878  7/8  TF 

595 

1878  7  TF 

89 

275 

$1,425 

1878-CC 

175 

345 

1,650 

1878-S 

42 

75 

375 

1879 

65 

185 

1,950 

1879-0 

275 

825 

1879-S 

55 

139 

1880 

195 

1880-CC 

325 

925 

1880-0 

525 

1,450 

1880-S 

34 

55 

129 

1881 

195 

1881-CC 

340 

635 

1881-0 

59 

295 

2,950 

1881-S 

34 

55 

129 

1882 

49 

135 

895 

1882-CC 

89 

135 

410 

1882-0 

45 

215 

1,950 

1882-S 

34 

55 

139 

1883 

39 

59 

225 

1883-CC 

89 

125 

295 

1883-0 

34 

55 

155 

1883-S 

3,950 

1884 

39 

69 

410 

1884-CC 

85 

119 

295 

1884-0 

34 

55 

1885 

34 

55 

155 

1885-CC 

285 

350 

825 

|  1885-0 _ 

34 

55 

139 

Morgan 

Silver  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1885-S 

285 

595 

2,995 

1886 

34 

139 

1886-0 

1,795 

1886-S 

750 

1887 

34 

55 

139 

1887-0 

215 

950 

1887-S 

345 

750 

1888 

39 

65 

295 

1888-0 

42 

110 

925 

1888-S 

395 

895 

1889 

39 

75 

695 

1889-0 

295 

825 

1889-S 

310 

595 

1890 

460 

4,495 

1890-CC 

495 

995 

1890-0 

95 

395 

1890-S 

110 

295 

1,250 

1891 

175 

950 

1891-CC 

335 

750 

1891-0 

265 

995 

7,950 

1891-S 

125 

310 

1,650 

1892 

395 

825 

1892-CC 

845 

1,295 

1892-0 

275 

875 

1893 

1,395 

1894-0 

2,950 

4,695 

1894-S 

795 

1896 

34 

275 

1897 

80 

475 

1897-S 

85 

195 

735 

1898 

49 

69 

345 

1898-0 

34 

55 

160 

1898-S 

325 

695 

2,150 

1899 

135 

275 

1,650 

1899-0 

34 

55 

165 

1899-S 

595 

1V00 

34 

55 

275 

1900-0 

195 

1900-0/  CC 

495 

825 

2,495 

1900-S 

350 

575 

2,750 

1901-0 

39 

69 

335 

1901-S 

435 

1902 

225 

1902-0 

34 

55 

275 

1902-S 

440 

825 

1903 

89 

395 

1903-0 

235 

525 

1903-S 

3,950 

1904-0 

34 

55 

145 

1904-S 

1,495 

1921  Morgan 

28 

39 

235 

1921-D 

45 

115 

395 

1921-S 

235 

2,950 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  DEAL! 

Buy  5  or  more  different  Morgan  silver  dollars 
from  this  listing,  varieties  of  your  choice,  and  take 
a  5%  discount  from  the  total;  buy  10  or  more 
different  and  take  a  7%  discount;  buy  20  or  more 
different  and  take  an  8%  discount! 

_ Peace  Dollars _ 

We  have  had  an  advance  peek  at  some  of  the 
proof  pages  of  Dave  Bowers’  new  book.  Silver 
Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia.  It  is  not  an  exaggeration  to 
say  that  even  if  you  have  read  everything  in  print  on 
silver  dollars  published  in  the  past  20  years,  there 
are  many  amazing  things  about  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars  you  never  dreamed  existed — old-time 
hoards  and  sources  not  mentioned  elsewhere,  de¬ 
tails  of  Treasury  releases,  and  many  other  exciting 
topics. 

Did  you  know,  for  example,  that  at  one  time  the 
key  issue  was  the  1923-D?  Another  time,  the  1923 
and  1925  were  the  two  most  important  Peace 
dollars,  handily  outranking  the  1934-S  in  price!  If 
you  have  even  one  Morgan  or  Peace  dollar  you  will 
appreciate  it  more  when  you  get  this  book.  Right 
now,  you  can  reserve  your  copy  at  a  special  pre¬ 
publication  discount  price.  Check  our  offering,  and 
order  yours  today! 

1921  Peace:  •  AU-50.  $85  •  MS-64 . 495.00 


1922-D  MS-63 . 55.00 

1923  MS-61  (ANACS  Cache) . 18.00 

1925  MS-64 . 55.00 

1925- S  MS-63 . 175.00 

1926:  •  MS-63.  $49  •  MS-65 . 595.00 

1926- S  MS-64 . 325.00 

1927  MS-63 . 145.00 


1 92  7-D  These  are  selling  fast ! ! !  As  you  may  know, 
for  years  the  1927-D  has  been  considered  as 
one  of  the  most  elusive  Peace  dollars  in  Mint 
State.  In  1982,  Wayne  Miller  wrote  that  no  rolls 
or  bags  were  in  the  Redfield  estate.  Last  June, 
Sotheby’s  auctioned  a  remarkable  group  of 
2,500  1927-D  dollars:  a  long-hidden  cache  that 
had  been  laid  away  since  the  year  of  issue. 
Buyers  had  a  field  day  at  the  Sotheby  sale,  and 
in  a  matter  of  minutes,  all  were  sold.  Dave 
Bowers  had  the  good  fortune  of  being  able  to 
cherrypick  the  finest  quality  coins  from  one  of 
the  main  buyers  at  the  Sotheby  sale.  By  paying 
a  premium,  he  was  able  to  buy  the  best  MS-61, 
MS-62,  and  MS-63  coins  in  the  lot!  Dave  did  not 
buy  any  MS-64  and  MS-65  coins,  because  al¬ 
though  he  could  have  acquired  some  real  beau¬ 
ties,  he  felt  that  buying  dozens  of  MS-61,  MS- 
62,  and  MS-63  coins  represented  a  better  value 
for  the  money  for  us  and  for  our  clients.  Each 
coin  is  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling,  and  among 
the  finest  of  its  grade  level  ever  certified  by 
PCGS.  Act  quickly,  for  we  expect  these  to  sell 
out  soon!  (Of  course,  if  you  are  in  the  market  for 
an  MS-64  or  MS-65,  let  us  know,  and  Dave  can 
pick  one  of  these  out  from  the  same  source.)  • 
MS-60  (PCGS).  $159  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant 
and  beautiful.  These  are  going  fast — just  as  we 
predicted  they  would!  Limit:  one  per  client  for 
just  $195  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  real  value,  in  our 
opinion,  as  these  MS-62  coins  are  just  a  whisper 
away  from  MS-63,  but  are  only  about  half  the 
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price!  Limit:  one  per  client.  $235  •  MS-63.  The 
finest  grade  we  bought  from  the  Sotheby  hoard . 


Splendid! . 360.00 

1928  MS-63 . 285.00 

1934  MS-64 . 325.00 

1934- D:  •  MS-62.  $145  •  MS-63 . 195.00 

1935- S  MS-63 . 295.00 


Selected  Peace  Dollars 

Each  of  the  following  coins  is  of  hand-picked 
quality,  is  certified  by  NGC  or  PCGS,  is  brilliant  or 
attractively  lightly  toned,  and  is  an  aesthetically 
pleasing  example.  You’ll  be  delighted  with  our 
quality!  Use  this  opportunity  to  build  a  set  in  the 
grade  of  your  choice. 

If  you  want  grades  other  than  MS-63,  MS-64,  or 
MS-65,  or  want  coins  other  than  NGC  or  PCGS, 
please  see  our  earlier  listing.  Right  now,  Peace 
dollars  are  incredibly  cheap  in  many  instances. 
Several  of  our  clients  who  were  not  interested  in 
the  series  at  the  high  prices  of  several  years  ago  are 
now  working  on  sets!  This  reminds  us  to  say  that 
we  are  BUYERS  for  selected  quality  Peace  dollars  to 
fill  out  our  stock.  We  are  always  interested  in 
complete  sets  and  collections. 


Peace 

Silver  Dollars 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$325 

$495 

1922 

55 

$195 

1922-D 

55 

95 

895 

1923 

25 

175 

1923-D 

350 

1923-S 

450 

1924-S 

410 

1925 

55 

185 

1925-S 

175 

695 

1926 

49 

595 

1926-D 

1,095 

1926-S 

325 

1927 

395 

1927-D 

360 

895 

1927-S 

795 

1928 

285 

625 

1928-S 

465 

1934 

175 

325 

1934-D 

195 

650 

2,250 

1934-S 

3,895 

1935 

295 

1,150 

1935-S 

485 

1,450 

Eisenhower  Dollar 

1976-S  Clad  Bicentennial  dollar.  Proof-65.  ..9.00 

Susan  B.  Anthony  Dollar 

1979-S  Type  II.  Proof-65.  Cameo . 75.00 


Trade  Dollars 


Gem  1873  Trade  Dollar 


1873  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive.  A  prize  specimen  of  the  first 
year  of  issue  of  this  denomination.  As  a  date,  a 
Mint  State  1873  is  at  least  a  couple  of  dozen 
times  rarer  than  1875-S,  for  example.  First 
order  gets  it  for  just . 6,950.00 


1873  AU-58.  Attractive  light  gray  toning.  A  very 
pleasing  combination  of  high  grade  and  reason¬ 
able  price . 695.00 


Gem  1873  Trade  Dollar 


1873  Proof-65  (NGC).  A  gem  specimen, 
this  is  the  first  we  have  had  in  stock  at  this  grade 
level  in  several  years!  The  coin  is  brilliant  with 
just  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  golden  toning.  Only 
a  few  have  been  certified  in  this  grade.  The 
rarest  Proof  trade  dollar  of  the  1873-1883 
series . 8,950.00 


1873-S  MS-62.  Very  rare  and  underrated  issue. 
Virtually  all  were  shipped  to  China.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  the  identical  Morgan  &  Orr  coining  press 
used  to  make  1873-S  dollars  is  now  in  exhibit  at 
the  entry  to  the  ANA  Headquarters  building  in 
Colorado  Springs . 1,950.00 


1874:  •  Proof-62  (PCGS).  $2,250  •  Proof- 
63  (PCGS).  Elusive  and  undervalued;  sec¬ 
ond  rarest  (after  1873)  Proof  trade  dollar  of 
the  1873-1883  era  in  terms  of  availability  on 

the  market . 2,675.00 

1874-S  MS-62  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  San  Francisco  issue.  Add  it  to 
your  collection  for . 1,750.00 


1875  Type  I/II.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A 
beauty! . 1,750.00 

Types  of  trade  dollars:  Type  I  obverse,  used  1873-1876,  has 
three  fingers  plus  thumb  in  Miss  Liberty’s  branch  hand,  and  has 
the  ribbon  ends  pointing  left.  Type  II  obverse,  used  1876-1885, 
has  four  fingers  plus  thumb,  and  the  ribbon  ends  pointing 
downward.  Type  I  reverse,  used  1873-1876,  has  a  berry  below 
the  eagle’s  claw.  Type  II  reverse,  used  1875-1885,  has  no  berry. 
All  1873-1874  coins  are  with  Type  I  obverse  and  reverse;  all 
1877-1885  coins  are  with  Type  II  obverse  and  reverse.  Different 
combinations  occur  for  the  years  1875  and  1876.  Adesignation 
such  as  I/II  represents  a  coin  with  Type  I  obverse  and  Type  II 
reverse. 

1875-CC  Type  I/I:  •  MS-60  (PCGS).  Minor 
reverse  doubling.  $895  •  MS-61/62.  Brilliant 
and  frosty.  Very  attractive . 1,295.00 


1875-S  Type  I/I:  •  AU-50.  $265  •  AU-58.  $325 
•  MS-60  (PCGS).  $549  •  MS-62.  Brilliant, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning. 
$1,095  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 
very  nice  coin  for  a  type  set . 1,450.00 


ADD  OUR  GREAT  BOOKS 
TO  YOUR  LIBRARY 
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Market  View 

How  you  can  make  coin  collecting 
an  exciting  and  profitable  adventure 

By  Chris  Karstedt 


Save  you  been  waiting  in  the  wings  for  the 
most  opportune  time  to  buy?  If  so,  now  is 
time  for  you  to  come  to  center  stage  into 
the  limelight  and  begin  to  act! 

If  you  already  have  a  collecting  interest,  your 
path  is  fairly  clear  and  easy.  You  know  what  coins 
you’re  looking  for  and  the  grades  you  need.  But,  if 
your  collection  is  nearing  completion,  it’s  not  as 
easy  to  find  specific  additions  by  perusing  trade 
magazines  or  visiting  your  local  coin  shop.  You 
may  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  expertise  of  a 
professional  numismatist  and  a  collection  pro¬ 
gram.  And,  there  is  no  finer  program  than  our  own 
Want  List  Service  to  track  down  those  hard-to-find 
scarcities  and  rarities. 

I  am  continually  impressed  with  how  happy 
collectors  are  when  they  send  their  want  lists  to  us. 
As  an  example,  let  me  share  with  you  a  letter 
received  in  the  mail  this  morning  by  Ken  Spatola, 
our  Director  of  Sales. 

“Dear  Ken, 

Thanks  very  much  for  sending  the  Arkansas 
commemorative  half  dollar.  I  also  would  like  to 
personally  thank  you  for  your  help.  It  was  really 
great  to  talk  to  such  a  knowledgeable  person.  I  look 
forward  to  your  help  and  in  dealing  with  you  in  the 
future.  Thanks  again! 

The  best, 

T.W.H.” 

Our  newly  expanded  Want  List  Service  is  ideal 
for  your  personal  numismatic  needs.  By  becoming 
a  “member”  of  our  Want  List  Service,  you  can  have 
first  pick  of  the  best  buys  in  America!  As  your 
friendly  account  representative,  Ken  Spatola  or 
Gail  Watson  will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  every 
convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office  when  old- 
time  collections  come  through  our  doors,  and  over 
the  telephone  to  dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the 
country.  And,  there  is  no  obligation  whatsoever  on 
your  part.  Every  coin  comes  with  our  money-back 
guarantee  of  satisfaction.  (See  page  50  for  addi¬ 
tional  information) 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  specialty,  you  may 
wonder  where  and  how  to  get  started.  Do  you  like 
Morgan  dollars?  Or,  what  about  half  cents?  Or, 
perhaps  Liberty  Seated  coins  are  of  interest.  The 
sky’s  the  limit!  Look  through  this  Rare  Coin  Review 


and  find  a  series  that  is  particularly  appealing  to 
your  eye.  Talk  to  Ken  or  Gail  and  see  if  you  can  hope 
to  complete  a  collection  of  this  series  in  a  reason¬ 
able  length  of  time  in  the  price  range  you  had  in 
mind.  Then  take  the  plunge,  buy  your  first  coins  in 
the  series,  and,  if  there  is  one  in  print,  a  reference 
book  on  the  specialty  you  have  picked.  You  are  well 
on  the  way  to  increasing  your  enjoyment  of  coin 
collecting! 

Good  values 

When  you  buy,  you  want  to  acquire  pieces  that 
are  good  values  for  the  money  paid  and,  at  the 
same  time,  excellent  examples  of  their  date, 
mintmark,  and  grade.  This  is  where  the  services  of 
a  professional  numismatist  can  prove  invaluable. 
Finding  a  trusted  “friend”  in  the  coin  business  can 
be  your  most  important  asset. 

These  qualities  are  exemplified  by  Ken  and 
Gail,  who  work  hand-in-hand  with  Dave  Bowers, 
Ray  Merena,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  our  other 
staff. 

Ken  and  Gail  can  discuss  with  you  your  goals 
and  personally  tailor  your  coin  selections  to  your 
wishes  and  budget.  They  will  steer  you  clear  of 


“low-end”  generic  coins,  problem  coins,  and  trouble¬ 
some  areas  of  the  coin  market. 

If  you  want  to  make  it  really  easy  on  yourself,  if 
you  want  to  maximize  your  buying  ability,  and  if 
you  would  like  us  to  send  you  approval  shipments 
of  your  specialty,  I  recommend  you  join  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program!  Over  the  years,  thousands 
of  collectors  have  found  the  C.P.P.  to  be  the  best 
way  to  achieve  their  collecting  goals. 

Our  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  the  longest- 
established  and  most  successful  monthly  program 
in  all  of  numismatics.  Each  month  (or  other  inter¬ 
val  of  your  choice)  a  package  of  coins  will  arrive  in 
your  mailbox — coins  of  the  quality  and  value  you 
want  in  the  series  you  want.  Each  shipment  comes 
with  a  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  And, 
you’ll  be  making  your  purchases  from  a  reputable 
firm  of  unsurpassed  financial  integrity. 

Here’s  another  letter  we  recently  received  from 
Mark  C.  in  British  Columbia. 

“Dear  Gail, 

Thank  you  for  the  excellent  service.  I  have 
enjoyed  the  coins  that  you  have  sent  me  as  part  of  the 
Collection  Portfolio  Program,  and  would  like  to 
increase  my  monthly  contribution  to  $250  a  month 
from  $100. 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for  your 
excellent  service,  it  has  been  better  than  I  ever  ex¬ 
pected. 

Sincerely, 

M.C.” 

Just  like  Gail  did  for  Mark  C.  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia,  Gail  Watson  and  Ken  Spatola,  working  with 
other  expert  numismatists  on  our  staff,  will  help 
you  build  a  fine  display  of  silver  dollars,  com¬ 
memorative  silver  pieces,  19th-century  United 
States  issues,  gold  coins,  or  another  specialty  of 
your  choice — according  to  your  wishes,  by  means 
of  a  convenient  monthly  payment  (or  credit  card 
charge).  (See  page  17  for  additional  informa¬ 
tion.) 

Let  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  help  you 
make  the  hobby  of  coin  collecting  an  exciting  and 
potentially  profitable  adventure! 


▲  The  Bowers  and  Merena  team  is  eager  to  help  you  with  your  coin  collecting 
“adventure”  —  (from  left  to  right)  Ray  Merena,  Chris  Karstedt,  Ken  Spatola,  and  Gail 
Watson  —  part  of  our  staff  of  over  30  people. 
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1876-CC  Type  I  Obverse.  Type  II  Reverse:  • 

EF-45.  $325  •  AU-50 . 475.00 

1876-S  Trade  Dollar 


1876-S  Type  I/I:  •  MS-62  (PCGS).  $775  •  MS- 
64.  A  sharply  struck  and  very  attractive  ex¬ 
ample.  $3,395  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  ...3,395.00 


1877  MS-63  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  lustrous 
trade  dollar . 1,695.00 


Prooflike  Gem  1877-S  Trade  $1 


1877-S  MS-64  (NGC).  With  nearly  full 
prooflike  surfaces,  a  very  rare  situation  for  a 
trade  dollar!  A  prize  coin  for  the  connoisseur  of 
prooflike  issues . 4,495.00 


1878.  Rare  and  desirable.  First  of  the  Proof-only 
issues.  Proof-64 . 3,450.00 


1878-CC  Trade  Dollar 


1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  speci¬ 
men  of  one  of  the  great  rarities  in  the  series  at 
this  grade  level,  the  lowest-mintage  issue  of  all 
business  strike  trade  dollars.  Somewhat  con¬ 
servatively  graded  in  our  opinion;  earlier  graded 
as  MS-65  by  the  International  Numismatic  So¬ 
ciety . 15,950.00 


tar 


The  Argonaut  Mine 

The  Argonaut  Mine  in  Jackson,  California,  was  going  full  swing  in  1942  when 
this  photograph  was  taken.  By  that  time,  most  such  facilities  across  the  United 
States  had  closed,  but  during  the  decade  of  the  1940s  they  were  active  once 
again,  some  of  them  producing  into  the  1950s.  Rising  production  costs  coupled 
with  a  static  market  price  of  $35  per  ounce  forced  the  closure  of  most  mines.  In 
the  1970s,  when  gold  was  freely  traded  and  the  market  price  rose  substantially, 
certain  facilities  in  California,  Colorado,  and  elsewhere  were  reactivated. 


1878-S:  •  MS-62.  Brilliant,  with  delicate  toning. 
A  nice  coin  for  a  type  set.  This  was  the  last  year 
of  business  strike  mintage.  $1,195  •  MS-64 
(PCGS) . 2,950.00 


1879  Proof-62.  A  specimen  with  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  with  attractive  light  golden  toning  around 
the  borders . 1,650.00 


Gem  Proof  1880  Trade  Dollar 


1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  This  Proof  is  a  real 
beauty . 3,450.00 
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Take  advantage 
of  our  newly  expanded 
Want  List  Service! 


T 


ake  advantage  of  our  newly  ex¬ 
panded  Want  List  Service,  de¬ 
signed  to  fit  your  personal  nu¬ 
mismatic  needs.  By  becoming 
a  member  of  our  Want  List  Service,  you 
can  be  right  in  the  center  of  the  best  buys 
in  America! 

Your  friendly  account  representative 
will  be  your  eyes  and  ears  on  every 
convention  bourse  floor,  in  our  office 
when  old-time  collections  come  through 
our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to 
dealers  and  collectors  all  over  the 
country.  Let  us  find  for  you  the  coins  you 
want,  in  the  grades  you  want,  and  at 
prices  that  will  be  good  value  for  you. 


Ken  Spatola,  our  director  of 
sales,  looks  forward  to  working 
with  you! 


We  offer  you  these 
advantages: 


1)  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  organization  has 
been  one  of  the  most  reputable,  longest- 
established,  and  financially  secure  coin 
companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for 
the  quality  you  receive.  Our  coins  are 
chosen  specifically  for  their  aesthetic 
appeal  in  combination  with  their  techni¬ 
cal  grades.  PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a 
good  value  for  you.  You  will  like  the 
beautiful  coins  you  receive  from  us!  Each 
and  every  purchase  you  make  from  us 
comes  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

3)  We  at  Bowers  and  Merena  truly 
enjoy  providing  the  best  in  personal 
service.  Each  of  our  clients  becomes  an 
important  member  of  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  “family”  of  coin  buyers. 

We  invite  you  to  send  us  a  list  of  the 
important,  hard-to-find  coins  you  are 
seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250  up  to 
any  higher  amount.  Just  use  the  handy 
form  provided  on  the  next  page.  Please  fill 
it  out  as  completely  as  you  would  like  to, 
and  send  it  to  us.  We  will  immedi¬ 
ately  begin  searching  for 
the  coins  you  specify! 

We  look  forward 
to  helping  you! 
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Hints!  I  Want  L ist  of  Major  Items 


Please  list  as  many  items  as  possible  (feel 
J  free  to  use  additional  sheets  if  space  is 
needed).  The  more  you  list,  the  better  are 
the  chances  that  we  will  be  able  to  offer  you 
interesting  coins  as  they  are  acquired.  You  can 
either  be  specific,  such  as:  “1893-S  EF-40  to  MS-60,” 
or  you  can  be  general,  as:  “I  am  building  a  set  of 
Proof-63  or  better  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  need 
everything  except  the  1870  and  1871,”  etc. 

.j.  Please  give  us  an  indication  of  the  grades 
/  )  you  like.  If  you  indicate  a  range,  naturally 
you  will  have  a  greater  chance  at  acquiring 
the  coins  you  want.  For  example,  if  you  are 
collecting  Morgan  silver  dollars,  you  might  give  as  a 
range  “MS-60  to  MS-63,”  “MS-64  and  MS-65,”  or 
something  similar.  If  you  are  collecting  Charlotte 
and  Dahlonega  Mint  gold,  a  range  such  as  “VF-30  to 
AU-50,”  or  “EF-40  to  MS-60  or  better,”  would  be 
ideal.  If  you  would  like  suggestions  in  this  regard, 
we’d  be  glad  to  help. 

■  For  single  items,  please  list  scarcer  and 
rarer  items  valued  in  the  $250  range  or 
more  (the  main  purpose  of  our  Want  List 
Service  is  to  help  you  track  down  those  hard-to-find 
items!).  Of  course,  if  you  want  us  to  help  you  build 
an  entire  collection  from  the  beginning,  as  did  our 
client  with  the  commemorative  set  mentioned  in  the 
above  paragraph,  we’ll  find  the  common  along  with 
the  rare. 

If  you  would  like  us  to  work  with  you 
L  )  supplying  coins  “automatically”  on  a 

monthly  basis,  the  commoner  as  well  as 
the  scarcer  issues,  you  will  find  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  to  be  the  ideal  way  to  build  a 
beautiful  collection.  Instead  of,  or  in  addition  to, 
sending  us  a  Want  List,  just  indicate  that  the 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  would  be  of  interest  to 
you  in  the  appropriate  space  on  the  back  page. 

If  you  are  typical  of  most  of  our  clients, 
you  have  a  broad  range  of  interests.  If  you 
have  some  series  in  mind  that  you  might 
like  to  collect  should  an  interesting  opportunity 
arise,  let  us  know,  and  if  we  obtain  a  particularly 
nice  holding  in  this  area,  we’ll  quote  coins  or  send 
pieces  on  approval  (whichever  you  prefer) .  For 
example,  a  client  recently  called  to  say  that  he 
would  like  to  begin  a  type  set  of  commemorative 
half  dollars.  We  sent  him  a  nice  selection,  and  now 
he  is  well  on  the  way  to  owning  one  of  the  nicest 
sets  we’ve  ever  put  together. 


Date 

Denomination 

Grade  Range 

Date  l  Denomination 

Grade  Rang 

n  order  for  us  to  serve  your 
account  more  quickly  and 
personally,  please  complete  the 
following  questionnaire.  This 
information  will,  of  course,  be  kept  in 
the  strictest  confidence.  Thank  you. 


NAME 


CUSTOMER  NUMBER  (IF  KNOWN) 


STREET  OR  BOX 


Please  answer  the  following: 

1)  Year  in  which  I  began  my  interest  in  rare  coins: 

2)  Numismatic  area(s)  of  greatest  interest  to  me: 

3)  Approximate  annual  amount  of  numismatic 
purchases  from  all  sources: 

4)  When  Bowers  and  Merena  obtains  an  item  on  my 
Want  List,  I  would  like  to: 

□  receive  a  quote  by  telephone 

□  receive  a  quote  by  mail 

□  receive  the  coin  on  approval  as  soon  as  possible 

5)  I  prefer  coins  □  certified 

□  not  certified 

□  no  preference 


CITY 


STATE 


DAYTIME  TELEPHONE 


OCCUPATION 


Bowers  and 
Merena 
Galleries,  Inc. 

Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

1-800-222-5993 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90 


Page  51 


RARITIES  IN  OUR  OWN  TIME! 


Limited-Edition 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Silver  Medals! 


We  have  lim¬ 
ited  numbers  of 
past  Bowers  and 
Merena  medals 
still  available.  But 
hurry:  once  these 
medals  are  sold, 
there  will  be  no  more 
available  from  us  .  .  . 
ever! 


the  highest  standards  of  design,  en¬ 
graving,  and  minting.  The  end  result  of 
all  this  care  is  a  medal  of  lasting 
beauty — a  brilliant  Proof  example  of 
medallic  art. 


Perhaps  the  most  significant  aspect 
of  these  medals  is  their  low  mintages. 
We  have  endeavored  to  create  truly 
limited  editions,  so  each  of  these 
medals  will  be  treasured  as  a  genu¬ 
inely  rare  piece.  By  “limited”  we  do 
not  mean  hundreds  of  thousands, 
or  even  tens  of  thousands — 
but,  to  date,  800  or  fewer! 
When  you  acquire  a 
Bowers  and  Merena 
medal,  you  are  as¬ 
sured  of  being  part 
of  a  select  group 
of  proud  owners. 
Once  the  pieces 
are  struck,  we 
destroy  the  dies. 


ver  the  past  nine  years, 
Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  has  created  a 
collection  of  beautiful  and 
rare  silver  medals.  Designed  by  former 
chief  engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint,  Frank 
Gasparro,  these  lovely  medals  are 
made  of  one  ounce  of  .999  fine  (almost 
pure)  silver.  Each  is  larger  than  a  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  (44  mm),  and  each  reflects 


MEDALS 

AVAILABLE 


1983  VIRGIL  BRAND.  Obverse  with 
portrait  of  Virgil  Brand  and  surrounding 
inscription.  Reverse  with  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  Galleries’  logotype  and  identification, 

1983  date.  Engraved  by  Frank  Gasparro,  as 
are  all  of  the  medals  in  this  series.  Nearly 
sold  out.  Act  quickly!  (Stock  No.  M-l) 
$49.95. 

1984  SALUTE  TO  THE  OLYMPICS. 

A  medal  of  rare  beauty  showing  a  goddess 
holding  a  wreath  over  an  Olympic  runner. 
Of  all  medals  ever  produced  in  honor  of  the 
Olympic  Games,  this  has  to  be  one  of  the 
finest!  Nearly  sold  out.  Act  quickly!  (Stock 
No.  M-3)  $49.95. 

1983  AUCTION  PROGRAM  WITH 

1984  REVERSE.  The  magnificent  sales 
conducted  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena,  Inc.  during  the  calendar  year  1983 
were  memorialized  on  a  1984-dated  medal 
by  Frank  Gasparro.  The  obverse  shows  a 
goddess  holding  a  banner  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  the  auction  sales  conducted. 
Nearly  sold  out.  Act  quickly!  (Stock  No.  M- 
4)  $49.95. 

1984  RONALD  REAGAN.  Issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  1984  presidential  campaign.  The 
obverse  features  candidate  Ronald  Reagan. 
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COMPLETE  YOUR  COLLECTION  TODAY! 


SPECIAL 
OFFER! 
Order  four 
medals  and 
get  a  free 
Capital 
holder! 


Nearly  sold  out.  Act  quickly!  (Stock  No.  M- 
5)  $49.95. 

1984  WALTER  MONDALE.  Issued 
during  the  1984  presidential  campaign.  The 
obverse  features  candidate  Walter  Mondale. 
(Stock  No.  M-6)  $49.95. 

1985  FRANK  GASPARRO.  The  ob 

verse  features  Frank  Gasparro,  engraver 
and  sculptor  of  the  medal,  at  work  in  his 
studio.  (Stock  No.  M-7)  $49.95. 

1986  PRESIDENT  LINCOLN.  Gem 

Proof.  The  obverse  features  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  president  of  the  United  States  from 
1861  to  1865.  (Stock  No.  M-8)  $49.95. 

1986  JEFFERSON  DAVIS.  Gem  Proof. 
Pictured  on  the  obverse  is  Jefferson  Davis, 
president  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America,  1861  to  1865.  (Stock  No.  M-9.) 
$49.95. 

1987  GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  Gem 

Proof.  A  classic  tribute  to  the  “Father  of  Our 
Country” — George  Washington  (on  the  ob¬ 
verse).  (Stock  No.  M-10)  $49.95 

1988  THEODORE  ROOSEVELT.  Gem 

Proof.  The  obverse  features  a  portrait  of 
America’s  “Rough  Riding”  president, 
Theodore  Roosevelt.  (Stock  No.  M-ll) 
$49.95 

1988  HARRY  S  TRUMAN.  Gem  Proof. 
America’s  “straight  talking”  president,  Harry 
Truman,  is  featured  on  the  obverse.  (Stock 
No.  M-12)  $49.95 


1988  GEORGE  BUSH.  Gem  Proof. 
Issued  during  this  historic  election,  the  ob¬ 
verse  features  candidate — and  eventual 
winner — George  Bush.  (Stock  No.  M-13) 
$39.95. 

1988  MICHAEL  DUKAKIS.  Gem 

Proof.  A  medallic  memento  to  candidate 
Michael  Dukakis,  who  is  featured  on  the 
obverse.  (Stock  No.  M-14)  $39.95. 

1989  GEORGE  WASHINGTON.  Gem 

Proof.  A  medallic  portrait  of  Washington 
like  the  1987  issue,  but  with  1989  reverse. 
(Stock  No.  M-15)  $39.95. 

1990  SPIRIT  OF  LIBERTY.  Mirror¬ 
like  gem  Proof  finish,  with  the  beautiful 
portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  in  cameo  relief  on 
the  obverse.  (Stock  No.  M-15)  $39.95. 

1991  "AMERICA"  MEDAL.  The  ob 

verse  features  the  Goddess  America.  The 
reverse  depicts  the  griffin,  the  Bowers  and 
Merena  trademark.  The  engraver’s  initials, 
FG,  are  prominent  on  both  sides.  (Stock  No. 
M-16)  $39.95. 

1992  "AMERICA"  MEDAL.  As  preced¬ 
ing,  but  with  1992  date.  (Stock  No.  M-17) 
$39.95. 

1992  COLUMBUS  DISCOVERY  OF 
AMERICA.  The  obverse  depicts  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus  arriving  on  shore.  This  will 
be  one  of  the  rarest  of  all  medals  issured  to 
celebrate  the  500th  anniversary  of  the 
explorer's  landing.  (Stock  No.  M-18)  $39.95. 


Mintage  Totals 

Here  are  the  mintages  for 
Bowers  and  Merena  medals. 

1983  Virgil  Brand  Medal: 

486  pieces 

1984  Olympic  Medal: 

350  pieces 

1983/4  Auction  Program  Medal: 

200  pieces 

1984  Reagan  Presidential 
Campaign  Medal: 

700  pieces 

1984  Mondale  Presidential 
Campaign  Medal: 

600  pieces 

1985  Frank  Gasparro  Medal: 

320  pieces 

1986  President  Lincoln  Medal: 

280  pieces 

1986  C.S.A.  President 
Jefferson  Davis  Medal: 

265  pieces 

1987  President 
George  Washington  Medal: 

252  pieces 

1988  President 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Medal: 

200  pieces 

1988  President 
Harry  S  Truman  Medal: 

200  pieces 

1988  Bush  Presidential 
Campaign  Medal: 

300  pieces 

1988  Dukakis  Presidential 
Campaign  Medal: 

300  pieces 

1989  President 
George  Washington  Medal: 

500  pieces 

1990  Spirit  of  Liberty  Medal: 

800  pieces 

1991  “America”  Medal: 

250  pieces 

1992  “America”  Medal: 

current  year 

1992  Columbus  Discovery 
of  America  Medal: 

current  year 
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United  States  Gold 

Coins  for  Sale 


One-Dollar  Gold 

1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 235.00 

1849  Closed  Wreath.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  bril¬ 
liant,  sparkling  little  beauty . 795.00 

1851-C  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 
Rare  Charlotte  Mint  issue . 1,195.00 


1851-D  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  very  attrac¬ 
tive.  Rare  so  fine . 1,895.00 


1855-C  EF-40  (NGC).  Many  times  rarer  than  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  version  of  this  date,  this 
1855-C  is  one  of  our  favorites  among  the  many 
fine  gold  coins  we  have  added  to  our  inventory 
lately.  In  view  of  favorable  market  conditions, 
we  have  been  on  a  coast-to-coast  buying  cam¬ 
paign!  . 2,650.00 


1856-D  EF-40  $1  Gold 


1856-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  in  bright  yellow  gold.  One  of  the  finest  we 
have  ever  had  in  stock  of  this  low-mintage, 
highly  prized  Dahlonega  rarity . 6,250.00 


1859  MS-63.  Somewhat  overlooked.  Rarer  than 
generally  appreciated . 950.00 


1860-D  Gold  Dollar  Rarity 


1860-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  very  beautiful 
specimen,  struck  in  bright  yellow  gold,  of  one  of 
the  most  famous  rarities  in  the  gold  dollar 
series.  This  coin  will  be  a  highlight  in  the 
collection  of  its  new  owner . 4,450.00 


Important  1865  Gold  Dollar 


1865  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  and  very 
attractive  Mint  State  coin.  As  such,  here  is  one 
of  the  most  desired  business  strike  issues  among 
Philadelphia  Mint  gold  dollars.  Although  Proofs 
were  deliberately  saved  by  collectors,  business 
strikes  were  generally  ignored.  A  century  later, 
when  they  became  appreciated,  nearly  all  had 
disappeared.  In  the  course  of  handling  many 
specialized  gold  dollar  collections  over  the  years, 
we  have  owned  very  few  Uncirculated  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  date . 4,450.00 


1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 
lustrous . 550.00 


We  Are  Responsible  For  Renewed  Interest 


The  following  letter  is  from  L.P.,  of  Green  Bay, 
Wisconsin: 

“I  am  writing  this  letter  to  comment  on  some 
of  the  numismatic  books  that  I  ordered  from  you 
last  year.  They  were  very  well  written,  and  since 
digging  into  them  I  have  enjoyed  coin  collecting 
all  that  much  more.  Thank  you  very  much  for 
contributing  so  much  to  the  coin  collecting  hobby 


over  the  years.  I  had  been  away  from  numismat¬ 
ics  for  many  years,  and  upon  reading  one  of  your 
books  I  jumped  back  in.  You  are  responsible  for 
my  renewed  interest. 

“Please  send  me  a  list  of  other  books  you  have 
for  sale  and  tell  me  how  I  can  subscribe  to  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  and  order  back  copies  of  it,  if 
you  have  them  for  sale.  Keep  up  the  good  work.” 


Quarter  Eagles 


Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 
EF-45  (PCGS) 


1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  this 
early  design  type.  An  attractive  coin  with  mint 
lustre  remaining  in  some  of  the  protected  areas. 
An  important  and  rare  coin  for  the  type  collec¬ 
tor  as  well  as  variety  specialist . 4,850.00 


Rare  1808  Quarter  Eagle 
Lustrous  AU-58  (PCGS) 


1808  AU-58  (PCGS).  Of  all  the  gold  coins 
in  the  American  series,  none  is  more  widely 
desired  than  the  1808  quarter  eagle,  for  this  is 
the  only  date  of  its  design  type.  No  collection  of 
United  States  coins  by  design  types  can  be 
complete  without  one.  And  yet,  there  are  rela¬ 
tively  few  around,  probably  no  more  than  a 
couple  hundred,  and  this  estimate  may  be  on 
the  high  side.  Of  those  that  do  exist,  few  can 
match  this  beauty.  This  coin  has  much  original 
mint  lustre  and  is  well  struck.  If  this  date  is  on 
your  want  list,  here  is  a  coin  that  combines 
rarity,  high  grade,  and  reasonable  price.  Tele¬ 


phone  us  to  reserve  it  for . 39,500.00 

1835  EF-45  (PCGS).  An  attractive  specimen  of 
the  Classic  Head  type . 595.00 


A  FINE  COLLECTION  IS 
YOUR  BEST  INVESTMENT 
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1881  MS-62  (PCGS). 


395.00 


1839-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Difficult  to  locate  at  this 
grade  level.  This  is  the  only  New  Orleans  Mint 
issue  of  the  Classic  Head  design . 2,895.00 

1846- D  VF-25.  A  very  pleasing  example  of  this 

date . 795.00 

1847- 0  EF-40,  polished.  Not  a  gem,  not  particu¬ 

larly  desirable  in  this  grade,  but  cheap!  (Satis¬ 
faction  guaranteed,  of  course)  . 195.00 

1878  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty,  lustrous,  and  attrac¬ 
tive . 995.00 

1897  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  exceptionally  nice  speci¬ 
men  of  the  date  and  grade . 465.00 

1902  MS-62  (PCGS) . 475.00 

1903:  •  MS-60  (NGC).  $285  •  MS-62  (ANACS 
Cache) . 385.00 

1908  MS-62  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1909  MS-60  (PCGS) . 365.00 

1910  MS-61  (NGC) . 395.00 

191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


191 1-D:  •  EF-40  (PCGS).  The  key  issue  in  the 
Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series,  the  coin  ev¬ 
eryone  wants.  A  particularly  nice  example! 
$1,095  •  AU-50.  $1,295  •  MS-60  (PCGS). 
Brilliant  and  lustrous.  An  outstanding  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  variety . 3,950.00 

1912  MS-63 . 875.00 

1913  MS-61  (PCGS) . 395.00 

1925-D:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $295  •  MS-62  (NGC). 

$395  •  MS-63  (PCGS) . 975.00 

1926  MS-60  (PCGS) . 315.00 

1928:  •  MS-60.  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-62 

(PCGS) . 399.00 

1929:  •  MS-61  (PCGS).  $325  •  MS-62  (NGC). 
$395  •  MS-63  (NGC).  Frosty  mint  brilliance. 
Last  year  of  the  denomination . 950.00 

Three-Dollar  Gold 


Lustrous  1854  $3 


1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
and  frosty.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  the 
first  year  of  issue  of  the  three-dollar  gold  de¬ 
nomination.  Quality!  . 3,650.00 


Order  Early! 


Half  Eagles 

1838:  •  VF-35  (PCGS).  $525  •  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Scarce.  Sharply  struck,  lustrous . 1,150.00 


Attractive  1838-D  Half  Eagle 


1838-D  EF-45  (PCI).  Sharply  struck  and  very 
lustrous.  Mintmark  D  on  obverse.  First  year  of 
coinage  for  the  Dahlonega  Mint . 3,850.00 

1842-C  Large  Date.  VF-30 . 975.00 


1846-D/D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rare  Dahlonega  Mint 
issue . 1,495.00 


1852  MS-60  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck,  brilliant, 
lustrous  coin.  Not  at  all  easy  to  find  at  this  grade 
level! . 2,950.00 


1854-D  AU-53  (NGC).  One  of  the  nicest  speci¬ 
mens  of  this  rarity  to  come  along  in  quite  some 
time.  Sharply  struck,  with  much  lustre  still 
remaining,  particularly  in  the  protected  ar¬ 


eas . 2,850.00 

1868-S  VF-30  (PCI) . 795.00 


1879  MS-64  Half  Eagle 


1879  MS-64  (PCGS).  According  to  the 
PCGS  population  report  of  June  1992,  only 
six  coins  have  been  graded  MS-64  and  two 
higher . 5,500.00 


1882-S  MS-63  (PCGS) . 1,595.00 

1885  MS-62  (NGC) . 395.00 

1886-S  MS-60  (PCGS) . 235.00 


1901/O-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Interesting  overdate 


issue. 


475.00 


1902- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  frosty,  lus¬ 

trous  beauty!  A  prize  item  for  the  gold  special¬ 
ist.  Rare  so  nice . 1,695.00 

1903- S:  •  MS-60  (NGC).  $235  •  MS-61 

(NGC) . 260.00 

1908  Liberty:  •  AU-55.  $175  •  MS-61  (NGC).  260.00 

Eagles 


1798/7  9x4  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Among  early  $10  pieces  this  is  one  of  the  very 
rarest.  In  fact,  the  total  mintage  for  the  variety 
was  just  900  pieces!  The  coin  offered  here  is 
sharply  struck  and  very  beautiful  and  ranks  as 
one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  handled.  A 
wonderful  combination  of  rarity,  desirability, 
and  great  aesthetic  appeal.  This  coin  will  look 
wonderful  in  your  collection!  . 18,900.00 


Rare  1798/7  9x4  Stars  Eagle 
EF-40  (PCGS) 


Enjoys  Our  CPP 

The  following  letter  is  from  S.B.,  account 
34703  in  our  Collection  Portfolio  Program: 

“Dear  Gail  [Watson], 

“Enclosed  is  my  check  for  $100  for  this 
month.  I  really  like  the  half  dollars  you  have 
been  sending  me,  especially  the  one  I  just 
received  in  the  mail.  1  always  look  forward  to 
hearing  from  you,  and  I  can  hardly  wait  for  next 
month’s  selection.” 
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Remarkable  1804  $10  Rarity 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


1804  MS-61  (PCGS).  Even  the  gold  coin 
specialist  who  has  seen  just  about  everything 
will  be  excited  about  this  coin!  The  year  1804  is 
the  rarest  among  $10  pieces  of  the  early  19th 
century,  and  those  few  that  exist  are  apt  to  be  in 
such  grades  as  VF  and  EF,  with  a  very  occasional 
AU.  Here  is  a  coin  which  is  superb  Uncirculated, 
one  of  the  very  finest  known,  the  “rarest  of  the 
rare.”  Even  the  finest  collections  of  gold  coins 


ever  formed  were  not  apt  to  have  an  1804  eagle 
to  match  this  beauty . 39,500.00 


1847  AU-55  (Hallmark).  A  sharp  and  lustrous 

specimen . 995.00 

1853-0  EF-40  (PCGS) . 795.00 

1884-S  AU-58 . 550.00 

1901:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  $1,450  •  MS-64 

(PCGS) . 2,850.00 

1901-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 525.00 

1907-S  EF-40 . 275.00 


Rare  1907  Wire  Rim  Indian  $10 
MS-61  (PCGS) 


1907  Wire  Rim.  Periods.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  It  is  generally  assumed  that  just  500 
specimens  of  this  rare  and  desirable  eagle  vari¬ 
ety  were  minted,  and  in  his  Encyclopedia  Walter 
Breen  states  this  figure  is  actually  500  “less  two 
officially  melted”  for  a  net  mintage  of  498 
pieces.  Designed  by  noted  sculptor  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  this  design  type  is  easily  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  entire  U.S.  gold  series. 
Rich  golden  surfaces.  Bold  wire  rim.  A  delight 
to  behold! . 9,950.00 


191  2-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  issue  which  is  elusive 
in  rhi!.  grade . 1,850.00 


Double  Eagles 

1868-S  VF-30 . 495.00 

1870-S:  •  VF-30.  $445  •  AU-50.  Much  original 
mint  lustre  still  remains  on  this  double  eagle. 
Uncommon  so  nice!  . 795.00 

1873  Open  3.  MS-60  (NGC) . 750.00 


1875-CC  MS-61 . 2,650.00 

1877-CC  AU-55.  Brushed.  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed,  as  always . 1,195.00 

1880  EF-45.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  the  grade 
level . 725.00 


Outstanding  1889-CC  Double  Eagle 
MS-60  (PCGS) 


1889-CC  MS-60  (PCGS).  A  sharply 
struck,  brilliant,  frosty  specimen  of  this  highly 
desired  Carson  City  date.  A  prize  item  for  the 


advanced  specialist . 4,850.00 

1890-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 675.00 


Lustrous  1891-CC  Double  Eagle 
AU-50  (PCGS) 


1891-CC  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  sharply 
struck,  lustrous,  and  frosty  example  of  this 
highly  prized  Carson  City  Mint  double  eagle. 
We  know  that  you’ll  like  this  coin  as  much  as  we 
do! . 4,950.00 


1893  AU-55 . 495.00 

1893-S  MS-62  (NGC).  This  and  the  next  several 
Uncirculated  Liberty  Head  double  eagles  were 


cherrypicked  by  Ray  Merena  from  a  large  group 
recently  offered  to  us.  These  have  been  selling 


like  hotcakes,  so  order  early!  . 875.00 

1904-S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 595.00 

1905  AU-55  (PCGS).  Rare  date;  difficult  to 

locate.  Frosty  and  lustrous . 850.00 

1914-S:  •  AU-55.  $475  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  .695.00 

1922  MS-60 . 540.00 

1925-S  AU-50.  Very  scarce  issue . 1,095.00 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS) . 540.00 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS) . 540.00 


A  Good  Idea  From 
David  L.  Ganz 

The  following  consists  of  the  first  few  para¬ 
graphs  of  an  excellent  article  written  by  David  L. 
Ganz,  and  printed  in  Coin  World,  October  5, 
1 992 — what  we  consider  to  be  a  really  great  idea. 
Congratulations  to  Dave  for  writing  it  and  to 
Coin  World  for  printing  it: 

Talk  has  reached  a  crescendo  that  com¬ 
memorative  coin  programs  should  be  scaled 
back,  fewer  commemorative  issues  should  be 
struck,  mintages  should  be  reduced  and  that  it 
is  time  to  eliminate  commemorative  coinage 
programs  because  of  abuses.  In  response,  here’s 
a  novel  suggestion:  make  more  commemora¬ 
tive  coins — lots  more. 

The  “lots  more”  would  be  a  circulating  com¬ 
memorative  coin  to  complement  the  non-circu¬ 
lating,  legal  tender  issues.  The  principal  benefi¬ 
ciary:  the  U.S.  Treasury. 

The  proposal  is  such  a  sure-fire  success — 
guaranteed — that  it  would  bring  the  govern¬ 
ment  revenues  of  $250  million  each  year  at  a 
minimum,  and  would  broaden  the  base  of  exist¬ 
ing  commemorative  programs.  In  the  process, 
this  type  of  commemorative  coin  might  attract 
a  whole  new  generation  of  coin  collectors  who 
could  seek  to  complete  a  set  that  includes  not 
only  the  circulating  product,  but  the  Uncircu¬ 
lated  and  Proof  versions,  as  well. 

This  would  be  a  commemorative  coin  with¬ 
out  a  real  surcharge — unless  you  count  the 
value  of  the  seigniorage,  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  face  value  of  a  coin  and  its  produc¬ 
tion  cost. 

Every  24  months,  a  citizen’s  panel  would 
select  a  design  for  the  quarter  dollar  to  be 
produced  by  the  Mint  in  the  succeeding  year 
period  of  time,  with  an  option  to  manufacture 
it  for  18  months  if  the  Mint  thought  it  necessary 
to  produce  a  sufficient  supply. 

This  is  similar  to  the  approach  taken  to 
manufacture  Jack  Ahr’s  colonial  drummer  for 
the  Bicentennial  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen¬ 
dence  celebration  in  1975-76. 

This  coin  would  be  produced  for  circula¬ 
tion,  as  a  copper-nickel  clad  piece,  and,  if  it  is 
determined  that  it  was  marketable,  as  an  Uncir¬ 
culated  silver-clad  item,  as  well.  (It  could  also 
be  produced  for  specimen  striking,  as  a  Proof.) 
A  $2  surcharge  could  be  imposed  on  the  Uncir¬ 
culated  version,  together  with  appropriate  postal 
costs.  If  ordered,  the  item  could  be  sent  self- 
insured,  since  its  value  is  minimal. 
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An  Uncirculated 
Carson  City  Set 

The  search  for  10  “ irresistible ”  coins 

By  Weimar  W.  White 


T 


his  story  is  about  a  collection  and  a  collec¬ 
tor  who  asked  the  writer  to  help  him 
assemble  a  10-piece  Carson  City  type  set 
in  Uncirculated  condition.  The  set  was 
recently  completed  after  two  years  of  hunting  for  a 
Liberty  Seated  dollar  that  would  match  the  rest  of 
the  coins  in  the  collection. 

The  collector  was  attracted  to  the  coins  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Carson  City  Mint  mainly  because  of 
his  interest  in  the  “Old  West”  and  his  fascination 
with  the  discovery  of  silver  and  gold  from  the 
Comstock  Lode  in  Virginia  City  in  1859. 

The  whole  concept  of  taking  ore  from  the 
mines,  refining  it  into  silver  and  gold  bars  and  then 
producing  beautiful  artifacts  from  the  metals  to  be 
used  in  commerce  to  build  the  towns  and  cities  of 
the  West  was  appealing  to  him.  As  a  student  of 
American  history  and  his  interest  in  precious  met¬ 
als,  the  idea  of  building  a  silver  and  gold  type  set 
became  irresistible. 

An  additional  feature  of  the  proposed  collec¬ 
tion  which  he  liked  was  the  coin  denomination 
diversity  a  type  set  offers.  To  have  a  set,  he  said, 
where  a  Liberty  Seated  dime  is  showcased  next  to 
a  beautiful  $20  gold  piece  adds  to  the  appeal.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  face  value  of  the  com¬ 
pleted  set  is  only  $39.95. 

Needless  to  say,  I  was  flattered  when  approached 
by  the  collector  to  help  build  the  certified  set.  Since 
he  is  a  collector  of  modest  means,  it  was  not  clear 
if  the  set  would  ever  be  completed. 

However,  by  spacing  the  purchases  of  the  coins 
over  a  period  of 'two  years,  the  task  became  man¬ 
ageable. 

Help  from  others  sought 

Table  I  shows  the  dates  in  the  rare  type  set  and 
the  dealers  who  helped  me  find  the  needed  coins. 
The  grade  and  variety  of  the  coins  are  listed  for  the 
enjoyment  of  the  readers.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that 
60%  of  the  coins  were  purchased  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  through  their  want-list  service. 

A  pleasant  surprise  in  building  the  set  occurred 
when  a  rare  variety  of  the  1891-CC  eagle  was 
purchased.  The  spine  below  the  chin  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  “C”  in  the  mintmark  doubly  punched  charac¬ 
terized  this  seldom-seen  coin  as  a  Breen-7035 
variety.  Needless  to  say,  the  collector  was  over¬ 
joyed  to  have  this  rare  variety  as  part  of  his  set. 


How  rare  is  the  CC  type  set? 

The  writer  presently  believes  that  between  20 
and  35  Mint  State  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated 
dollars  exist  as  a  total  for  all  four  dates  (1870-CC 
to  1873-CC).  Therefore,  only  20  to  35  hypothetical 
sets  could  ever  be  assembled.  However,  many  of 
these  Carson  City  dollars  are  part  of  Liberty  Seated 
date  sets  and  thus  are  not  readily  available. 

The  writer  therefore  would  be  surprised  if  more 
than  12  such  type  sets  are  ever  assembled  in  Mint 
State.  Is  the  collector  happy  about  owning  perhaps 
the  first  certified  Mint  State  Carson  City  10-piece 
type  set?  You  betcha  he  is! 


TABLE  I 


A  10-Piece  Carson  City  Type  Set 
in  Certified  Mint  State 

Assembled  by  Weimar  White 

(The  average  grade  of  the  set  is  MS-62.0 ) 

1.  Dime  1877-CC.  PCGS-64.  Rare  vari¬ 
ety.  This  coin  was  purchased  from  Heritage  3/5/ 
90.  It  is  a  beautiful  coin  and  a  Breen  3406  variety. 
Type  I  Carson  City  dimes  are  considered  rarer  than 
Type  II  for  this  date  and  mint. 

2.  Twenty-Cents  1875-CC.  PCGS-62.  Pur¬ 
chased  from  Bowers  and  Merena  12/15/90.  This  is 
a  Breen-3876  variety. 

3.  Quarter  Dollar  1877-CC.  PCGS-63. 

Purchased  from  TIA  Rare  Coin  Galleries  1 1/9/90. 
A  Breen-4096  variety. 

4.  Half  Dollar  1876-CC.  Hallmark-62.  A 

very  attractive  coin  purchased  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  4/9/90.  The  coin  looks  like  it  would  grade 
an  MS-63.  It  is  a  Breen-5004  variety. 

5.  Trade  Dollar  1875-CC.  Hallmark-62 
Premium  Quality.  This  coin  was  purchased  at  a 
Bowers  and  Merena  Auction  (Amherst  Sale  with 
picture)  5/7/90.  Beautifully  toned  coin.  A  Breen- 
5796  variety. 

6.  Morgan  Dollar  1884-CC.  PCGS-64. 

This  coin  was  purchased  from  Tangible  Invest¬ 
ments  of  America  7/30/90. 

7.  Liberty  Seated  Dollar  1872-CC.  PCGS- 
61.  Purchased  from  Chris  Napolitano  5/12/92. 
The  coin  is  brilliant  and  well  struck  and  is  semi¬ 
prooflike.  The  reverse  is  especially  nice  (see  Breen- 
5493)  and  the  key  coin  in  the  collection. 

8.  Five-Dollars  1890-CC.  PCGS-60.  Avery 
attractive  coin  purchased  from  Bowers  and  Merena 
12/13/90.  It  is  a  Breen-6743  variety. 

9.  Ten-Dollars  1891-CC.  Hallmark-61, 
Rare  Variety.  This  coin  was  purchased  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  4/30/90.  The  coin  is  espe¬ 
cially  attractive  and  is  a  rare  variety  (see  Breen 
7035).  Has  spine  below  the  chin  and  second  C  in 
the  mintmark  is  double  punched. 

10.  Twenty-Dollars  1875-CC.  PCGS-61. 
Close  CC  variety.  Purchased  from  Bowers  and 
Merena  12/15/90.  It  is  a  Breen-7256  variety.  This 
coin  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  Carson  City  $20 
gold  pieces  I  have  ever  seen  and  a  key  coin  to  this 
collection. 


The  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 


For  quite  a  long  time  we  have  belonged  to  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  a  group  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  advancement  of  knowledge  of  all 
series  of  United  States  coins  bearing  the  Liberty 
Seated  design — including  half  dimes  from  1837 
to  1873,  dimes  from  1837  to  1891,  twenty-cent 
pieces  from  1875  through  1878,  quarters  from 
1838  to  1891,  half  dollars  from  1839  to  1891, 
silver  dollars  from  1836  to  1873,  and  trade 
dollars  from  1873  to  1885. 

A  really  great  periodical,  The  Gobrecht  Jour¬ 
nal,  is  published  regularly  under  the  editorship 
of  Dr.  John  McCloskey.  Each  issue  is  filled  with 
articles  about  new  discoveries,  rarity  of  certain 


varieties,  auction  results,  research — you  name 
it  and  it  is  there! 

If  you  have  $15  just  send  it  along  to  the 
Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  Box  1062,  Mid¬ 
land,  Michigan  48641,  and  say  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  recommended  you.  We  know 
you  won’t  be  disappointed. 

By  the  way,  the  LSCC  is  a  non-profit  organi¬ 
zation,  and  we  have  no  connection  with  it 
except  that  we  enjoy  belonging. 

While  you’re  at  it,  ask  for  a  list  of  reprinted 
back  volumes  of  The  Gobrecht  Journal,  available 
for  sale.  These  are  a  great  source  of  research 
information. 
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Miscellaneous 


Coins  for  Sale 


Territorial 
Gold  Coins 


AU-53  PCGS  1853  Assay  $20 


1853  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  $20.  .900  Fine.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  This  piece  can  be  yours 
for  only . . . 5,750.00 


EF-45  1852  U.S.  Assay  $50 


1852  United  States  Assay  Office.  .887 
Thous.  EF-45.  Free  of  the  heavy  bagmarking 
normally  encountered  on  this  issue.  Some  weak¬ 
ness  is  noted  at  the  central  portion  of  the  design 
element  on  the  obverse,  but  the  eagle’s  wings 
are  well  defined.  Lustrous  bright  yellow  gold. 
Very  attractive . 10,950.00 

When  the  firm  of  Moffat  &  Co.  dissolved,  it  was  reorganized 
and  became  known  as  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold, 
under  the  leadership  of  Curtis,  Perry  &  Ward.  Later,  the 
facilities  were  acquired  by  the  government  and  formed  the 
basis  in  1854  for  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 


Patterns 


1873  J-1276  Trade  Dollar 


1873  Judd-1276.  Proof-63  (NGC). 

Pattern  trade  dollar  in  silver.  Obverse  with 
“sailor  head”  Miss  Liberty  facing  left,  stars 
surrounding,  and  date  below.  Reverse  with 
TRADE  DOLLAR,  etc.,  inscription  in  multiple 
lines.  Gorgeous  steel  blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing.  Superb! . 6,350.00 


Hard  Times  Tokens 


1833  Low- 74.  F-12 . 10.00 

1833  L-75.  EF-40 . 35.00 

1833  L-76:  •  VF-20.  $15  •  VF-30.  $20  •  EF- 

40 . 32.00 

1834  L-8:  •  EF-40.  $55  •  EF-45.  $59  •  AU-50.  $99  • 

AU-55.  $110  •  MS-60.  $135  •  MS-63 . 195.00 

1834  L-78.  F-12 . 10.00 

1834  L-83:  •  VG-10.  $12  •  F-12.  $17  •  VF-20.  ..30.00 
1834  L-84:  •  VF-20.  $20  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF- 
45 . 55.00 

1834  L-86:  •  VG-8.  $8  •  F-15.  $12  •  EF-40 . 45.00 

1835  L-92:  •  G-6.  $10  •  VG-8 . 15.00 

1835  L-94.  VG-8 . 8.00 

1835  L-99:  •  VG-8.  $8  •  F-12.  $12  •  VF-20. 

Cleaned.  $16  •  VF-20.  $20  •  VF-35 . 30.00 

1835  L-100:  •  F-15.  $20  •  VF-25.  $32  •  VF- 
30 . 35.00 

1835  L-101.  VF  Reverse  planchet  mark . 15.00 

1836  L-103:  •  F-15.  $12  •  EF-45 . 38.00 

1836  L-104:  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF-40.  $30  •  EF- 

45 . 35.00 

1837L-19:  •  EF-40.  $39  •  AU-55.  $95  •  MS-63,  red 
and  brown . 199.00 


1837  L-30.  VF-20.  Altered  reverse  (word  “NOT” 

removed) . 45.00 

1837  L-31.  VF-30 . 25.00 

1837  L-33.  EF-45 . 45.00 

1837  L-34.  VF-20 . 29.00 

1837  L-35.  F-12 . 15.00 

1837  L-39.  F-12 . 15.00 

1837  L-40.  AU-50.  Porous . 35.00 

1837  L-47.  EF-45 . 39.00 

1837  L-47A.  EF-40 . 45.00 

1837  L-48.  VF-30 . 35.00 

1837  L-49.  HALF  CENT  WORTH  OF  PURE  COP¬ 
PER:  •  VG-8.  $45  •  EF-45 . 165.00 

1837  L-51:  •  AU-55.  $55  •  AU-58.  $69  •  MS- 
60.  $89  •  MS-63,  brown.  $119  •  MS-64, 

brown . 159.00 

1837  L-53:  •  EF-40.  $45  •  AU-50 . 75.00 

1837  L-95:  •  F-15.  $15  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF-40.  ...30.00 
1837  L-97:  •  VF-20.  $20  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF-40.  $30 

•  EF-45.  $40  •  AU-55 . 60.00 

1837  L-98:  •  VF-20.  Cleaned.  $15  •  VF-30.  $25  • 

EF-40.  $35  •  AU-50.  $55  •  AU-55 . 65.00 

1837  L-107:  •  VF-35.  $25  •  EF-40.  $30  •  EF- 

45 . 35.00 

1837  L-110:  •  VF-30.  $24  •  EF-40 . 30.00 

1837  L-lll:  •  VF-30.  $25  •  EF-40.  $30  •  AU- 

50 . 45.00 

1837  L-112:  •  VG-8.  $10  •  VF-20.  Porous.  $18  • 

VF-20.  $25  •  VF-30.  $35  •  EF-40 . 55.00 

1837  L-114.  EF-40 . 85.00 

1837  L-115:  •  VF-25.  $40  •  EF-45 . 85.00 

1837  L-120:  •  F-12.  Die  5G.  $35  •  F-15.  Die  61.  $35 

•  VF-25.  Die  5H.  $55  •  VF-25.  Die  61.  $50  •  VF- 

30.  Die  61. $55  •  EF-40.  Die  61.  $75  •  EF-45.  Die 
6G . 100.00 

1837  L-122:  •  VF-25.  $30  •  EF-40 . 55.00 

1837  L-123:  •  EF-40.  $35  •  EF-45.  $40  •  EF-45. 

Mottled . 40.00 

1837  L-124:  •  VF-20.  $16  •  VF-25.  $18  •  VF-30. 

$20  •  EF-40 . 25.00 

1837  L-125.  EF-40 . 80.00 

1837  L-126:  •  VF-20.  $25  •  VF-30.  $30  •  EF- 

45 . 50.00 

1837  L-127:  •  F-15.  $20  •  VF-20.  $35  •  EF- 

40 . 65.00 

1837  L-31 2.  VF-20 . 15.00 

1837  L-136:  •  EF-40.  $85  •  AU-50 . 135.00 

1837  L-148.  EF-40 . 175.00 

1837  L-153:  •  VF-20.  $25  •  VF-30 . 30.00 

1838  L-54.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  AND  A 

SISTER  anti-slavery  issue.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  interesting  issues  in  the  series:  •  AU-50. 
$225  •  AU-55 . 395.00 

1838  L-55.  EF-40 . 69.00 


Page  58 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90 


1841  L-58.  EF-45 . 35.00 

1841  L-59.  EF-40 . 39.00 

1841  L-60.  EF-40 . 35.00 

1841  L-62.  EF-45 . 35.00 

1841  L-63.  VF-30.  Porous . 19.00 

1841  L-64:  •  AU-50.  $55  •  AU-55 . 65.00 

1841  L-67.  EF-40 . 35.00 

1841  L-68.  VF-30 . 19.00 

1860  Campaign  item.  DEW.  ALI  1860-59.  MS-63 
cent . 35.00 


_ Medals _ 

1876  Philadelphia  medals.  Large-diameter 
medals  “struck”  in  wood;  set  of  six  issued  for  the 
Centennial  Exhibition.  Four  are  62mm  medals 
and  two  are  76mm.  Obverse  motifs  include 
George  Washington,  Alfred  T.  Goshorn  (direc¬ 
tor  general  of  the  Exhibition),  Main  Building, 
Independence  Hall,  Memorial  Hall,  and  Gen. 
Joseph  R.  Hawley  (president  of  the  Exhibition) . 
Made  under  a  patent  dated  June  1,  1875.  In 
original  blue  pasteboard  box  of  issue,  some¬ 
what  frayed,  but  with  engraving  of  the  Exhibi¬ 
tion  grounds  on  the  underside  of  the  lid  nicely 
preserved.  A  very  nice  and  rare  set . 795.00 

_ Currency 

1862  Alton,  New  Hampshire  Scrip,  set  of  5<C,  10<t, 
25<t,  and  50<t  notes  issued  with  date  of  Novem¬ 
ber  26, 1 862,  by  Jones  &  Sawyer.  Black  printing 
on  front;  green  on  back.  Used  as  a  currency 
substitute  during  the  Civil  War  when  specie 
payments  were  in  suspension.  Average  VF  grade. 
Set  of  four . 49.95 

1862  Alton,  New  Hampshire.  J.  Jones  and  A.H. 
Sawyer  printed  scrip  notes,  signed  and  used, 
dated  October  18,  1862.  Fine  to  VF.  A  nice 
memento  of  the  time  when  coins  were  absent 
from  circulation,  and  the  need  for  exchange 
was  filled  by  substitutes  such  as  this.  We  bought 
a  group  of  a  couple  dozen  notes.  Buy  1 0  for  $80, 
or  just  one  for:  . 11.00 

1862  $5  Legal  Tender:  •  AU.  F-61A.  Very  low 
serial  No.  #23.  $439.*  AU  Serial  #35963. 
$650  •  Crisp  New.  A  superb  specimen  from  a 
little  group  put  away  at  the  time  of  issue.  Fewer 
than  a  dozen  remain  in  our  stock.  If  you  want 


quality,  this  is  it!  . 895.00 

1867  Southern  Orphan  Association.  Richmond, 
1867.  $1  denomination.  EF . 23.00 


Liked  His  Indian  Cent 

The  following  is  from  C.H.: 

“Dear  Gail, 

“I  hope  you  and  your  family  are  well.  I  am 
writing  especially  to  let  you  know  that  the  1 88 1 
Proof-65  Indian  cent  arrived,  and  I  am  very 
pleased  with  it.  I  enjoy  belonging  to  your  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program.  I  am  enclosing  pay¬ 
ment.  Thank  you  for  your  continued  great 
service! 

“P.S.  Have  you  seen  the  new  mascot  for  the 
1996  Olympic  Games?  I  thought  it  was  very 
silly!” 


important  historical  document.  This  was  Lot 

5163  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection  Sale, 

November  1990 . 495.00 

1723  New  Hampshire  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  & 
Usher  claim.  4-page  statement.  Exceedingly 
important  historical  document.  This  was  Lot 

5164  in  our  Chris  Schenkel  Collection,  November 

1990.  A  companion  to  the  preceding . 495.00 


1886  $5  Silver  Certificate.  F-263.  Choice 

Crisp  New . 2,995.00 

1928-A-B.  Cut  sheet  of  12  notes  F-1601-1602. 

Choice  Crisp  New . 235.00 

1928-B  Cut  Sheet  12  Notes.  F-1602.  Choice  Crisp 
New . 265.00 


Fractional  Currency  Shield.  F-1382.  Circa 
1869.  VF.  Some  light  water  staining  at  bottom, 
as  usual.  An  attractive  specimen  of  this  great 
display  item.  It  will  look  great  in  your  office  or 
den! . 3,900.00 

Note:  Add  $100  for  crating  and  shipping  to  anywhere  in  the 
U.S.  Measurements  of  Shield:  24”  wide  by  28”  high.  Color 
snapshot  available  for  $5,  refundable  with  purchase. 

Historical  background:  In  the  late  1860s  an  estimated  400 
Fractional  Currency  Shields  were  made  by  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment.  Each  consists  of  a  printed  background  with  an  eagle  and 
stars  at  the  top  and  a  large  shield  at  the  center.  39  proof  (special 
one-sided  impressions)  notes  were  pasted  on  the  shield,  and 
the  entire  piece  was  mounted  under  glass  in  a  wooden  frame 
with  a  gilt  inner  frame.  These  were  distributed  to  banks  and 
displayed  there,  where  they  could  be  used  to  compare  sus¬ 
pected  counterfeit  notes  with  the  genuine  impressions  on  the 
shield.  We  estimate  that  only  a  few  hundred  Fractional  Cur¬ 
rency  Shields  still  exist  today.  Of  all  original  American  numis¬ 
matic  items,  this  is  one  of  the  most  displayable. 


Numismatic 

Americana 

1722  New  Hampshire  Claim.  Mason,  Allen  & 
Usher  claim.  4-page  statement.  Exceedingly 


I  \  I  i  M  fc  \  1 


1792-3  Treasury  reports.  Large-folio  printed 
accounts  of  government  expenditures  covering 
many  different  items  and  areas,  including  the 
Mint.  One  is  titled  An  Account  of  the  Receipts  and 
Expenditures  of  the  United  States,  For  the  Year 
1 792,  and  the  other,  Sundry  Statements  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  Conformity  with  the 
Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
23d  of  January,  1 793.  VG.  The  pair: .  1,950.00 
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1 795  Mint  Director  David  Rittenhouse  docu¬ 
ment.  Handwritten  and  signed  delivery  re¬ 
ceipt  dated  May  4,  1795:  “Deliver  to  the  Trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Mint  forty  six  Thousand  half  Dollars 
&  three  Thousand  eight  hundred  &  ten  Dollars 
of  the  Coinage  of  the  United  States.”  A  spec¬ 
tacular  exhibit  item  to  go  with  a  display  of  early 
half  dollars  or  dollars . 5,975.00 


To  Order  Call  Toll-Free 
1-800-222-5993 
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1844  Mint  Director  Robert  M.  Patterson 
letter  about  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Patterson 
(1787-1854),  director  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
from  1835  to  1851,  signed  this  three-page 
letter  from  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  July  22,  1844,  to  Joseph  M.  Kennedy, 
superintendent  of  the  branch  mint  at  New 
Orleans.  Patterson  notes  the  receipt  of  Kennedy's 
request  to  suspend  operations  at  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  Mint  during  August  and  September  and 
subjoins  a  copy  of  the  authorization  to  do  so  by 
George  M.  Bibb,  secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Mention  is  made  of  “the  castings  &  rough  work 
of  the  press  are  going  on  in  Philadelphia.”  The 
operations  report  for  June  and  a  box  of  coins 
destined  for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Assay 
Commission  are  also  noted  as  being  received  by 
Patterson.  What  a  splendid  addition  this  would 
make  to  a  display  of  New  Orleans  silver  or  gold 

coins  of  the  1840s! . 1,495.00 

1846  Rawdon,  Wright,  Hatch  &  Edson, 
New  York,  leading  bank-note  engravers,  cer¬ 
tificates  of  delivery  (two  different) .  One  for  a 
bank-note  printing  plate  for  the  Canal  Bank  of 
Lockport,  N.Y.  (possibly  for  $2  notes,  but  this  is 
not  clear)  and  the  other  for  Cuyler’s  Bank,  for 
two  plates  (one  with  $1,  $1,  $2,  and  $5  notes 
and  the  other  with  $1  and  $5  notes).  One  is 
personally  signed  by  Wright  and  the  other  by 
Hatch,  as  engravers.  Ideal  for  framing  or  dis¬ 
play.  The  pair . 195.00 


20th-century  United  States  type  set.  AU  to 
Proof,  containing  36  examples,  representing 
all  of  the  different  design  types  from  the  Indian 
Head  cent  to  the  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar. 


Highlights  of  the  set  include:  •  1901  Indian 
cent  •  1903  Liberty  nickel  •  1913  Buffalo 
nickel,  Type  I  •  1938-D  Buffalo  nickel  •  1912- 
S  dime  •  1909-D  quarter  •  1917  quarter,  Type 
I  •  1930  quarter  •  1907  half  dollar  •  1945  half 
dollar  •  1904-0  dollar  •  1925  dollar.  The  set  is 
housed  in  a  Capital  plastic  holder.  ...  1,200.00 
1918  Illinois  Centennial  shield-shaped  badge  en¬ 
closing  a  Mint  State  1918  Lincoln-Illinois  half 
dollar,  suspended  from  an  imprinted  blue  rib¬ 
bon  and  a  metal  hanger,  the  latter  inscribed 
1918  /ILLINOIS  CENTENNIAL/  1918.  A  very 
scarce  item;  we  have  seen  only  a  few  others 
over  quite  a  long  period  of  years.  A  great  piece 
for  you  to  exhibit  with  a  commemorative  collec¬ 
tion!  . 795.00 


Brasher  tablespoon.  Circa  1790s  silver  table¬ 
spoon  made  by  Ephraim  Brasher  (of  gold  dou¬ 
bloon  fame),  and  bearing  his  “EB”  hallmark  on 
the  underside.  We  purchased  two  of  these  and 

offer  them  for,  each . 1,495.00 

Miniature  U.S.  coin  set.  Set  of  miniature  copies 
of  contemporary  U.S.  coins  of  the  1870s,  bronze, 
nickel,  silver,  and  gold  issues,  made  in  brass 
and  white  metal  by  Lauer,  best  known  as  the 
leading  manufacturer  of  spielmarken  (play 
money),  and  in  the  original  brass  box  of  issue 
(first  seen  in  the  box).  This  “type  set”  of  coins 
would  make  a  great  exhibit  or  conversation 
piece.  16  pieces  totally.  Ask  to  see  it  on  ap¬ 
proval . 495.00 

Steinfeld’s  French  Cognac  Bitters  bottle, 
circa  1860s  New  York.  An  extremely  rare 
(we  have  had  just  one  other  over  the  years) 
original  bottle  which  once  contained  the  drink 
specifically  advertised  on  encased  postage 
stamps  by  the  firm.  The  name  of  Steinfeld  and 
the  product  appear  in  raised  letters  on  the 
bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle  is 
“S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and 
a  medallion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the 
inscription  “STEINFELD’S  FRENCH  COGNAC 
BITTERS.”  Medium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high. 
An  outstanding  exhibit  item  for  the  encased 
postage  stamp  specialist . 995.00 


Foreign  Coins 


BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA.  Five-piece  set  of  copper 
and  silver  issues,  average  MS-64:  •  1922-H 
one-cent  piece,  KM-22  *  1921  five-cent  piece, 
KM-18  •  1922  10-cent  piece,  KM- 19  •  1922  50- 
cent  piece  or  half  shilling,  KM-20  •  1922  shil¬ 
ling,  KM-21.  The  coins  are  accompanied  by  a 
maroon  leather  case  lined  with  purple  velvet. 
The  case  is  stamped  in  gold  leaf  “East  African 
Currency  Board  /  1922.”  An  interesting  and 
unusual  set  for  the  numismatist  who  appreci¬ 
ates  the  20th-century  issues  of  the  British  Em¬ 
pire . 2,450.00 


GREAT  BRITAIN.  1934  George  V.  Crown. 
MS-60.  This  issue  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  all 
modern  British  crowns;  only  932  were  struck.  A 
very  attractive  coin  that  will  please  the  connois¬ 
seur . 2,295.00 
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SIERRA  LEONE.  1791  copper  cent.  AU, 
prooflike . 85.00 


1791  Sierra  Leone  six-piece  set.  Proof,  gilt. 

Glittering  gems  from  the  Soho  Mint.  A  beauti¬ 
ful,  eye-catching  display!  . 5,295.00 


SWEDEN.  1728  plate  money.  4  daler.  EF.  A 

very  attractive  and  scarce  example  of  this  fa¬ 
mous  issue.  Not  a  sea-salvaged  piece,  but  a 
plate  that  has  been  well  cared  for  over  the 
years . 1,695.00 

SWITZERLAND.  1741  D-1750.  Basel  City 
View  taler.  MS-63,  prooflike. ...  1,425.00 
1798  D-1760.  KM36A,  Bern,  MS-64. 
Thaler . 1,395.00 


1812  C-10.  Vaud.  MS-63,  prooflike.  40  Batz. 

Vaud  was  the  center  of  the  Swiss  music  box 
industry  in  the  19th  century . 3,150.00 


1813  C-59-A.  Zurich.  MS-65  (PCGS).  40 

Batz . 1,495.00 

1816  C-8.  Appenzell.  MS-63.  Four  Frank- 

en . 3,850.00 

Foreign  Currency 

Starter  collection  of  British  Armed  Forces  currency 
comprising  seven  different  varieties.  Each  note 
is  Choice  to  Gem  New:  •  £1.  2nd  Series.  1950. 
PM-22  •  £5. 2nd  Series.  1950.  PM-23  •  £1.  3rd 
Series.  PM-29  •  £1.  4th  series.  PM-36  •  5p.  6th 
Series.  1972.  PM-44  •  lOp.  6th  series.  1972. 
PM-45  •  50p.  6th  series.  1972.  PM-46b.  Here  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  start  a  collection  of 
these  distinctive  pieces!  The  total  catalogue 
value  (based  on  the  1990  6th  edition,  Standard 
Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money )  is  over  $125. 
The  set  of  seven  is  offered  at  just . 15.00. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Reputation 

When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numismatic 
community,  few  companies  can  match  Bowers 
and  Merena.  We  have  established  our  reputa¬ 
tion  through  honesty,  courtesy,  selection, 
award-winning  publications,  and  service  to  the 
hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be 
proud  to  deal  with. 


What  Are  Nova  Eborac  Coppers? 


By  Gary  Trudgen 


H 


ave  you  ever  wondered  what  a  Nova 
Eborac  copper  is?  How  does  this 
strangely  named  coin  fit  into  our  his¬ 
tory?  Who  made  it,  and  why? 

These  questions  and  others  are  discussed  in 
a  detailed  study  (by  ye  author)  that  appeared  in 
the  September  1991  (No.  89)  issue  of  The  Colo¬ 
nial  Newsletter. 

Each  Nova  Eborac  variety  is  thoroughly  dis¬ 
cussed;  metrological  data  is  presented;  and  Con¬ 
dition  Census  and  extant  estimates  are  pro¬ 
vided.  Everything  that  you  should  need  to  intel¬ 
ligently  collect  these  interesting  coppers  is  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  article. 

A  word  of  warning,  however.  Expect  to  read 
some  conclusions  which  differ  from  some  of  the 
often  repeated  opinions  that  are  found  in  the 
current  standard  references,  such  as  Walter 
Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Coins. 

In  order  to  obtain  your  12-page,  profusely 
illustrated,  copy  of  “The  Nova  Eborac  Coppers,” 
please  send  $4.00,  postage  included,  to  The 
Colonial  Newsletter  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  4411, 
Huntsville,  Alabama  35815.  And  by  the  way, 
this  same  issue  also  contains  other  interesting 
articles  by  additional  authors  about  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  and  New  Jersey  coinages.  Furthermore, 
in  an  upcoming  issue  of  The  Colonial 
Newsletter,  look  for  a  follow-up  article  by  ye 


author  titled  “Nova  Eborac  FilmPrint  Study.” 

Psst.  “Nova  Eborac”  is  Latin  for  “New  York.” 
And  there  are  four  Nova  Eborac  varieties,  which 
were  most  likely  minted  in  New  York  City  during 
the  first  half  of  1787. 

The  preceding  commentary  was  submitted  by 
Gary  Trudgen,  well-known  researcher  in  the  colo¬ 
nial  field. 

We  have  no  commercial  connection  with  the  $4 
offer  for  the  study  he  mentions,  but  as  it  is  an 
excellent  study  we  recommend  that  anyone  inter¬ 
ested  order  it  directly  from  the  Colonial  Newsletter 
Foundation. 
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Type  Collection  Holders 


Kingswood 
Display  Holders 


K 


ingswood  Type  Collection  holders  were 
designed  to  store  and  display  collec¬ 
tions  of  type  sets.  KW-1  through  KW-9 
contain  openings  for  issues  first 
released  during  the  time  spans  indicated.  KW-5, 
for  example,  contains  openings  for  new  issues  of 
bronze,  nickel,  and  silver  coins  from  1861-1900. 

The  remainder  of  holders  in  the  type  collection 
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of  United  States  commemorative  silver  and 
gold  coins,  type  sets  of  specific  designs  (such 
as  the  Liberty  Seated  coinage),  mints  (Carson 
City  Mint),  denominations  (United  States  half 
cents),  or  metals  (.900  silver). 


1866-1891 


,4 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
"KINGSWOOD" 


w  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1793-1799 

This  holder  begins  the  panorama  of  American 
coinage  with  new  issues  introduced  during  the  1793- 
1799  years.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1793.  Half  Cent,  Liberty  Cap  Facing 
Right,  1794-1797.  Cent.  Chain  Reverse,  1793.  Cent.  Wreath  Reverse,  1793. 
Cent.  Liberty  Cap,  1793-1796.  Cent.  Draped  Bust,  1796-1807.  Half  Dime, 
Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795.  Half  Dime,  Draped  Bust/Small  Eagle,  1796-1797. 
Dime,  Small  Eagle,  1796-1797.  Dime,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1807.  Quarter, 
Small  Eagle,  1796.  Half  Dollar,  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795.  Half  Dollar,  Draped 
Bust/Small  Eagle,  1796-1797.  Dollar,  Flowing  Hair,  1794-1795.  Dollar,  Draped 
Bust  Small  Eagle,  1795-1798.  Dollar,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1804. 


KW-2 

w  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1800-1830 

During  the  1800-1830  era  many  new  designs  were 
issued.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808.  Half  Cent,  Classic  Head,  1809-1836. 
Cent,  Classic  Head,  1808-1814.  Cent,  Matron  Head,  1816-1835.  Half  Dime, 
Heraldic  Eagle,  1800-1805.  Half  Dime,  Capped  Bust,  1829-1837.  Dime,  Capped 
Bust  Large,  1809-1828.  Dime,  Capped  Bust  Small,  1828-1837.  Quarter,  Heral¬ 
dic  Eagle,  1804-1807.  Quarter,  Capped  Bust  Large,  1815-1828.  Half  Dollar, 
Heraldic  Eagle,  1801-1807.  Half  Dollar,  Capped  Bust,  1807-1836. 

KW-3 

w  New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1831-1850 

New  issues  of  this  era  include  the  Braided  Hair 
half  cent,  the  initial  appearance  of  Liberty  Seated  coins, 
and  other  pieces.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857.  Cent,  Matron  Head  Modified,  1835- 
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1839.  Cent,  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857.  Half  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/No  Stars, 

-  1837-1838.  HalfDime,  Liberty  Seated/Stars,  1838-1859.  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/ 

Kingswood  Holder  KW-5:  Bronze,  Nickel,  and  Silver  Issues,  1861-1900  No  Stars,  1837-1838.  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/Stars,  1838-1860.  Quarter,  Capped 

-  Bust  Small,  1831-1838.  Quarter,  Liberty  Seated,  1838-1865.  Half  Dollar, 


Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge,  1836- 1837.  Half  Dollar,  Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge, 
1838-1839.  Half  Dollar,  Liberty  Seated,  1839-1866.  Dollar,  Liberty  Seated, 


“Display  your  coins  in  a 
museum- quality  setting !” 


p 


rotect,  store,  and  display  your  collection  to  its  finest  advantage — 
all  with  our  Kingswood  Display  Holders.  Each  measures  8x10 
inches  in  size  and  is  made  of  sturdy  Lucite  plastic,  black  with  gold 
imprinting,  sandwiched  between  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured  with 
screws  at  the  border.  These  holders  are  the  finest  on  the  market. 


1840-1865. 


KW-4 

Copper,  Copper-Nickel,  Silver  1851-1860 

New  issues  of  the  1851-1860  era  include  the 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  three  varieties  of  three- 
cent  pieces,  and  various  Liberty  Seated  coins.  This 
holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent.  Flying  Eagle,  1856-1858.  Cent.  Indian  Head/Laurel  Wreath,  1859. 
Cent.  Indian  Head/Oak  Wreath  C.N.,  1860-1864.  Three-Cent,  No  Outline  to 
Star,  1851-1853.  Three-Cent,  Three  Outlines  to  Star,  1854-1858.  Three-Cent, 
Two  Outlines  to  Star,  1859-1873.  Half  Dime,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855.  Half 
Dime,  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1873.  Dime,  Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855  Dime, 
Legend  Obverse,  1860-1891.  Quarter,  Arrows  &  Rays,  1853.  Quarter,  Arrows, 
1854-1855.  Half  Dollar,  Arrows  &  Rays,  1853.  Half  Dollar,  Arrows,  1854-1855. 


Kingswood  holders  are  regularly  available  for  $28.50  apiece — but  you 
can  order  them  from  this  Rare  Coin  Review  for  only  $24.50.  That’s  a 
savings  of  almost  15%.  The  cost  is  no  more  than  you  would  pay  for  a 
“standard”  holder  of  the  same  size  and  format,  except  that  “standard” 
holders  usually  are  not  gold  imprinted  but,  rather,  are  printed  with 
silkscreen  or  transfer  lettering.  The  Kingswood  holders  are  individually 
stamped  with  bright  gold  letters. 


KW-5 

*  New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver  1861-1900 

This  holder  is  a  top  favorite.  When  completed,  it 
will  exhibit  19  gorgeous  coins!  This  holder  contains 
openings  for: 

Cent,  Indian  Head,  1864-1909.  Two-Cent,  Shield,  1864-1873.  Three- 
Cent.  Nickel  Alloy,  1865-1889.  Nickel,  Shield  With  Rays,  1866-1867.  Nickel. 
Shield,  1867-1888.  Nickel,  Liberty,  1883.  Nickel,  Liberty  With  CENTS,  1883- 
1913.  Dime,  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Dime,  Barber,  1892-1916 
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Half  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891.  Half  Dollar,  Seated  With  Arrows, 
1873-1874.  Half  Dollar,  Barber,  1892-1918.  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866- 
1873.  Dollar,  Morgan,  1878-1921.  Dollar,  Trade,  1873-1885. 

KW-6 

*■  New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver  1901-1950 

Here  is  another  perennial  favorite!  The  Lincoln 
cent,  the  new  silver  designs  of  1916,  the  Jefferson 
nickel,  the  Roosevelt  dime,  and  other  memorable 
pieces  made  their  debut  within  this  time  span.  This 
holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent,  Lincoln  V.D.B.  Reverse,  1909.  Cent,  Lincoln  Wreath,  1909-1958. 
Cent,  Lincoln  Steel,  1943.  Cent,  Lincoln  Shell  Case,  1944-1946.  Nickel,  Buffalo 
Mound,  1913.  Nickel,  Buffalo  Flat  Ground,  1913-1938.  Nickel,  Jefferson,  1938- 
.  Nickel,  Jefferson  Wartime  Alloy,  1942-1945.  Dime,  Mercury,  1916-1945. 
Dime,  Roosevelt  Silver,  1946-1964.  Quarter,  Standing  Liberty  Type  1,  1916- 
1917.  Quarter,  Standing  Liberty  Type  11,  1917-1930.  Quarter,  Washington 
Silver,  1932-1964.  Half  Dollar,  Walking  Liberty,  1916-1947.  Half  Dollar, 
Franklin,  1948-1963.  Dollar,  Peace  type,  1921-1935. 

KW-7 

New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel, 

Silver  1951  Onward 

New  issues  of  coins  of  our  own  era  are  represented 
in  this  holder.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent,  Lincoln  Memorial,  1959-1982.  Cent,  Lincoln  Zinc,  1982-.  Dime, 
Roosevelt  Clad,  1965-.  Quarter,  Washington  Clad,  1965-.  Quarter,  Bicentennial 
Silver,  1776-1976.  Quarter,  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Half  Dollar,  Kennedy 
Silver,  1964.  HalfDollar,  Kennedy  Silver  Clad,  1965-1970.  Half  Dollar,  Kennedy 
Clad  Alloy,  1971-.  Half  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976.  Half  Dollar, 
Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar,  Eisenhower  Silver,  1971-1974.  Dollar, 
Eisenhower  Clad,  1971-1978.  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976.  Dollar, 
Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  1979-1981. 

rKW-8 

*  * 

New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 

New  gold  coin  issues  in  the  span  of  1834-1900. 
This  holder  contains  openings  for  13  coins. 


KW-9  —  New  Issues  Gold,  1901-1933 
KW-9A  —  Gold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 
KW-11  —  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 
KW-12  —  Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 
KW-13  —  Commemorative  Silver  and  Clad,  1937-1986 
KW-14  —  New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 
KW-15  —  Commemorative  Gold  Issues  1903-1986 
KW-191  —  U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head  Types,  Regular 
Issues,  1809-1835 

KW-211  —  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 
KW-212  —  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 
KW-213  —  Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Basic  Type  Collection 
KW-230  —  United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1793-1857 
KW-231  —  United  States  Half  Cent  and  Large  Cent  Types  1793-1857 
KW-232  —  United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Date 
KW-233  —  United  States  Coinage  Designs — Two,  Three,  and  Five- 
Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 

KW-234  —  United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 
KW-235  —  United  States  Dime  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-236  —  United  States  Quarter  Types,  1796  to  Date 
KW-238  —  United  States  Dollar  Types— Regular  Issues,  .900  Silver, 
1794-1935 

KW-240  —  United  States  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


Date  Collection  Holders 


K 


ingswood  Date  Collection  holders  are 
designed  to  hold  series  of  coins  by  date 
and  mintmark.  This  has  been  a  pop¬ 
ular  collecting  method  for  many  years. 

To  make  collecting  by  date  and  mintmark 
even  more  fun  the  Kingswood  Date  Collection 
holders  divide  each  series  into  logical  and 
simplified  segments. 


KW-lOO  —  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878.  26 
openings.  All  issues  from  1856-1878  including  1858  SL 
and  LL,  1864  CN,  BR  and  L 


Kingswood  Holder  KW-2:  Copper  and  Silver  Issues,  1800-1830 


KW-101  —  Indian  Cents,  1879-1909.  33  openings.  All  issues 
from  1879-1909  including  1908-S  and  1909-S 

KW-111  —  Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938.  32  openings.  All 
issues  from  1925-38  including  all  dates  and  mintmarks 
including  1937-D  3-Legged  and  1938  D/S. 

KW-130  —  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923.  20 

openings.  All  dates  and  mintmarks.  1916-1923  including 
Type  I  and  Type  2  Issues  of  1917  and  1918/7-S 

KW-131  —  Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930.  18 
openings.  All  dates  and  mintmarks  1924-1930 

KW-133  —  Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952.  29  openings. 

All  dates  and  mintmarks  1943-1952 

KW-140  —  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919,  14 
openings.  All  dates  and  mintmarks  1916-1919,  including 
obverse  and  reverse  mintmark  varieties  of  1917 

KW-141  —  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934.  15 
openings.  All  dates  and  mintmarks  1920-1934 

KW-142  — Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940.  16 
openings.  All  dates  and  mintmarks  1°35-1940 

KW- 143  —  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947.  20 
openings.  Dates  and  mintmarks  1941-1947 

KW-150  — Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880.  14  openings.  Reverse, 
1878  8TF,  7TF,  7/8  TF,  CC,  S,  1879  P,  CC,  O,  S,  1880  P, 
CC,  O,  S 

KW-151  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883.  12  openings,  dates 
and  mintmarks,  1881-1883 

KW-152  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887.  14  openings,  dates 
and  mintmarks,  1884-1887 

KW-153  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891. 15  openings,  dates 


and  mintmarks,  1888-1891 

KW-154  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895.  14  openings,  dates 
and  mintmarks,  1892-1895,  including  1895  P 
KW-155  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900.  15  openings,  dates 
and  mintmarks,  1896-1900 

KW-156  —  Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921. 15  openings,  dates 
and  mintmarks,  1901-1921 

KW-157  —  Morgan  Dollars,  20th-Century  Issues  1901-1921. 

15  openings,  dates  and  mintmarks,  1901-1921 
KW-192  —  U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents— Business  Strike 
Issues  1849-1857.  8  openings,  1849-1857  Business  strike 
half  cents 

KW-239  —  U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987.  9  openings. 
20th-century  dollar  type  set. 

1.  Morgan  2.  Peace  3.  Ike  4.  Ike-Bicentennial  5.  Anthony  6. 
1983  Olympic  7. 1984  Olympic  8.  Statue  of  Liberty  9. 
Constitution 

KW-181  —  United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles.  19 
openings,  1901-1907,  $10  gold  Liberty,  dates  &  mintmarks 

KW-201  —  United  States  Silver  Eagles,  Liberty  Walking  Half 
Dollar.  7  openings.  Liberty  Walking  50c  type.  One-ounce 
silver  eagles,  1986-1991 

KW-202  —  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens  Double 
Eagle.  9  openings.  Saint-Gaudens  $20  type.  1986-1991 
one-ounce  gold  bullion  coins 

KW-203  —  United  States  Gold  Eagles,  Saint-Gaudens  Double 
Eagle 

KW-260  —  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection.  8 
Openings  Morgan  and  Peace  dollar  mintmarks  (5  Morgans 
and  3  Peace) 
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Numismatic 
Books  For  Sale 

At  Special  Discount  Prices 


ooks  are  the  key  to  knowledge  and 
enjoyment  in  rare  coins.  The  more  you 
read,  the  more  you’ll  enjoy  the  coins  you 
have  and  the  more  you’ll  appreciate  the 
coins  you  have  yet  to  buy.  And,  if  you  are  buying 
coins  with  price  appreciation  in  mind,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  books  are  the  fastest  and  best  way  to 
gain  valuable  information.  Year  after  year,  those 
who  have  profited  the  most  from  coins  have  been 
those  who  have  read  the  most. 

Confidential  discount  prices  are  yours  in 
this  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  Check  each  and 
every  listing  carefully,  and  order  the  books  you 
don’t  already  have.  Each  comes  with  a  30-day 
money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

Check  out  the  following  great  titles  on 
silver  dollars.  The  aficionado  of  silver  dollars 
has  a  bountiful  feast  of  riches  to  choose  from!  Not 
one,  not  two,  but  three  books  are  available  for 
ordering — two  of  them  in  print  and  ready  for 
immediate  delivery,  and  a  third  scheduled  to  be 
delivered  early  in  1993.  Each  book  differs  from  the 
other — with  very  little  overlapping.  Thus,  equipped 
with  one  of  each  you  will  know  as  much  about 
silver  dollars — whether  they  be  Peace  dollars, 
Morgan  dollars,  or  some  other  series — as  anyone 
else  has  ever  known.  In  fact,  it  is  not  exaggerating 
to  say  that  when  you  have  read  each  of  these  three 
books,  you  will  know  more  than  the  most  informed 
expert  in  the  series  did  two  or  three  years  ago!  This 
is  a  powerful  statement,  but  it  is  true. 

Three  Silver  Dollar  Books 
AVAILABLE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT: 
Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  by  Leroy  C.  Van 
Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis.  Vastly  revised  and 
considerably  expanded  third  edition  representing 
many  years  of  work.  Your  editor  has  just  spent  a 
weekend  with  this  book  and  did  not  begin  to 
exhaust  its  contents.  In  brief,  although  it  is  difficult 
to  be  brief  about  a  507-page  book,  the  newly 
revised  work  discusses  each  date  and  mintmark  of 
Morgan  dollars  and  identifies  each  die  combina¬ 
tion  known  to  specialists.  The  1878  Philadelphia 
Mint  issue  is  the  most  extensive  and  comprises  230 
known  varieties!  Some  of  these  are  exceedingly 
rare  and  potentially  valuable. 

With  this  book  you  can  identify  common,  scarce, 


▲  Doug  Plasencia:  “Numismatic  books 
from  Bowers  and  Merena  are  the  fastest 
way  to  gain  valuable  information!” 


and  rare  issues  in  your  own  collection.  You  may 
have  some  rarities  you  didn’t  know  about!  It  has 
happened  to  many  other  readers.  Peace  silver 
dollars  are  likewise  treated  in  depth.  The  new  Van 
Allen-Mallis  book  is  available  in  two  formats:  qual¬ 
ity  softbound,  stock  No.  BVA-707,  regularly  $49.95, 
special  discount  price  $41.95.  Quality  hardbound, 
stock  no.  BVA-708,  regularly  $69.95,  special  dis¬ 
count  price  $59.50. 

AVAILABLE  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SHIPMENT: 
The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver  Dollar  Ency¬ 
clopedia,  by  John  Highfill.  Several  dozen  differ¬ 
ent  authors  have  contributed  to  this  1,240-page 
volume,  which  also  contains  much  personal  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  author — his  life,  travels,  family, 
and  numismatic  endeavors.  The  result  is  a  compen¬ 
dium  which  can  be  likened  to  a  smorgasbord  of 
numismatic  items!  If  you  are  interested  in  stories 
behind  silver  dollars  and  appreciate  this  social  side 
of  numismatics,  you’ll  find  much  of  interest  here. 

Further,  the  volume  contains  information  on 
conventions,  security,  conducting  auctions,  silver 
dollar  hoards,  and  other  timely  topics.  The  author 
spent  over  $600,000  to  prepare  this  volume!  Qual¬ 


ity  hardbound,  stock  BHI- 1 27,  $  1 00.  Discount  price: 
$85.00. 

Order  now  at  special  pre-publication 
price:  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of 
the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  volume  has  a  special 
section  on  each  and  every  silver  dollar  date  and 
mintmark  from  1794  through  the  series,  Morgan 
dollars,  Peace  series,  Eisenhower,  Susan  B.  An¬ 
thony,  commemorative,  and  trade  dollar  issues. 
Want  to  know  about  an  1895-0  dollar?  A  1934-S 
Peace  dollar?  A 1979-P  Anthony  dollar?  A  particu¬ 
lar  die  variety  of  1795  silver  dollar?  You’ll  find  it 
here — with  instant  access  with  your  fingertips. 
Everything  is  arranged  in  easy  to  find,  logical 
order.  Each  variety  is  illustrated  with  a  quality 
enlarged  photograph. 

As  these  words  are  being  written  we  do  not 
know  the  total  size  of  the  book,  except  to  say  that 
it  will  exceed  1,000  pages.  For  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  book  see  the  four-page  spread  elsewhere 
in  this  Rare  Coin  Review. 

At  the  special  pre-publication  prices  you  can 
confirm  your  order  now  for  prices  ranging  from 
$34.95  for  the  softbound  edition  and  $49.95  for 
the  regular  hardbound  edition  to  $75  for  the  de¬ 
luxe  hardbound  edition  limited  to  only  900  copies, 
each  hand  signed  by  the  author.  Just  read  what 
coin  experts  and  leaders  have  said  about  the  book, 
and  you’ll  want  to  get  your  copy  too! 

Some  Great  New  Titles 

A  number  of  great  new  titles  are  now  available 
for  instant  shipment.  Each  of  these  books  will  be  a 
great  addition  to  your  library: 

NEW  TITLE!  A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market,  the  new  second  edition,  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  has  just  arrived — and  what  a  great 
book  it  is.  This  inexpensive  volume  can  help  you 
earn  or  save  thousands  of  dollars.  You’ll  receive 
inside  tips  on  how  to  buy  advantageously,  how  to 
sell,  and  much  more — together  with  series  by  se¬ 
ries  analyses  with  opinions  and  information  you 
can  use  right  now.  376  pages,  softbound.  Stock  no. 
BBM-353.  List  price  $19.95.  Special  discount  price 
$16.95. 

NEW  TITLE!  New  Orleans  Mint  Gold 
Coins,  by  Douglas  Winter.  This  just-published 
book  tells  all  about  gold  issues  produced  at  this 
mint  from  1839  to  1906 — rarity  ratings  by  grade, 
Condition  Census  listings,  and  much  more.  Each 
variety  is  illustrated.  The  softbound  edition,  BWI- 
814,  lists  for  $19.95,  but  your  cost  is  just  $16.95. 
The  limited  hardbound  edition,  BWI-815,  lists  for 
$31.95  but  is  available  for  $27.50  special  net. 

NEW  TITLE!  The  United  States  Clad  Coin¬ 
age,  by  Ginger  Rapsus,  is  the  first  book  published 
on  clad  coins,  which  have  been  an  American  fact  of 
life  since  1965.  You’ll  learn  everything  you  ever 
wanted  to  know  about  the  millions  of  coins  pro¬ 
duced  since  that  time.  Softbound,  illustrated,  173 
pages.  List  price  $12.95,  your  special  price  just 
$10.95. (BRA-511) 

NEW  TITLE!  The  Waterford  Water  Cure, 

by  Q.  David  Bowers,  has  just  arrived.  Copies  are 
now  available  for  instant  shipment.  With  a  fasci¬ 
nating  foreword  by  noted  numismatist  John  J. 
Ford,  Jr.  This  book,  224  pages,  tells  of  research 
inspired  by  large  cents,  Liberty  Seated  quarters, 
and  Liberty  Seated  half  dollars  counterstamped 
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The  Completely 
Revised  and  Updated 
Third  Edition! 


hen  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  the 
1970s  this 
book  created  a 
sensation — so  much  so  that  the 
publishers,  FCI,  even  set  up  a 
special  club  for  those  interested 
in  collecting  silver  dollars  by 
varieties.  Then  came  the  sec¬ 
ond  edition,  then  the  book 
went  out  of  print.  Copies  have 
not  been  available  since  1981, 
over  a  decade  ago! 

Now,  after  much  work,  the 
authors  have  expanded  the  list¬ 
ings,  have  added  many  new  va¬ 
rieties,  and  have  created  a 
book  of  520  pages  in  length 
with  over  2,100  photographs  of 
as  many  different  varieties.  Did 
you  know,  for  example,  that 
there  are  over  100  different  va¬ 
rieties  of  Morgan  dollars  dated 
1878  described? 

Among  the  listings,  called 
VAM  varieties  by  collectors,  are 
many  rarities.  A  coin  can  be 
common,  such  as  the  previ¬ 
ously  mentioned  1878  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar, 
but  yet  be  a  rare  die  variety. 
Chances  are,  with  this  book  in 
hand  you  will  discover  some 
interesting  and  possibly  some 
rare  varieties  among  coins  you 
already  own.  Perhaps  you  will 
even  discover  an  unlisted  vari¬ 
ety — others  have  done  it. 

Not  only  does  it  contain  a 
wealth  of  technical  information 
and  illustrations  on  Morgan 


BY  LEROY  C  VAN  AU-EN  &  A  GEOROE  M ALLIS 


The 

Comprehensive 
Catalog  and 
Encyclopedia 
of  Morgan  & 
Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
and  A.  George  Mallis 


and  Peace  dollars,  there  are 
also  chapters  about  the  Trea¬ 
sury  release  of  1962/3  and  the 
subsequent  hoard  of  Carson 
City  Mint  coins  sold  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  tips  on  collecting  and 
storing  coins,  and  much  more. 

Order  your  copy  today! 

The  softbound  version,  Stock 
No.  BVA-707,  lists  for  $49.95 
and  is  a  value  at  that  price,  but 
if  you  order  now  you  can  take 
advantage  of  the  special  dis¬ 
count  price  of  only  $41.95. 

The  hardbound  version, 

Stock  No.  BVA-708  lists  for 
$69.95,  is  available  at  the  dis¬ 
count  price  of  $59.50. 
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with  the  inscription  DR.  SHATTUCK’S/WATER 
CURE  WATERFORD/ME.  Dave  spent  several  years 
unravelling  the  absolutely  fascinating  story  of  Dr. 
Shattuck,  his  ‘\vater  cure,”  and  his  tempestuous 
love  life — all  of  which  adds  up  to  some  mighty  fine 
reading!  Just  650  copies  were  printed,  all  deluxe 
hardbound.  Your  copy  will  be  personally  signed 
and  inscribed  to  you  by  Dave. 

This  is  the  smallest  quantity  we  have  ever 
printed  of  any  book,  and  if  any  reprints  are  ever 
made,  they  will  not  be  in  the  hardbound  version. 
Here  indeed  is  a  collectors’  item  and  a  great  book 
as  well.  List  price  $49.95,  your  special  net  price  is 
just  $42.50 — see  John  Babalis. 

NEW  TITLE!  Flying  Eagle  &  Indian  Cents, 
Richard  Snow,  edited  by  Chris  Pilliod,  is  a  study, 
long  overdue  on  the  coin  market,  on  these  popular 
series.  Profusely  illustrated,  hardbound,  and  con¬ 
taining  more  information  than  you  ever  dreamed 
existed  about  Indian  cents,  this  book  will  repay 
itself  in  enjoyment  if  you  like  the  series — and 
thousands  of  numismatists  do.  You  will  also  be  able 
to  identify  repunched  dates,  some  rare  overdates. 


and  other  items.  All  in  all  this  dandy  work  is  an 
absolute  necessity  for  any  rare  coin  dealer  and  will 
be  a  delight  for  any  collector  to  own.  List  price 
$79.50,  your  special  net  $67.50. 

A  joy  forever.  An  interesting  book  is  a  joy 
forever.  Nowhere  in  numismatics  can  you  spend 
$10,  $50,  $75,  or  whatever,  and  acquire  an  item 
that  will  keep  on  giving  pleasure  day  after  day, 
week  after  week,  and  year  after  year.  Books  do  this. 

Each  month  brings  a  pile  of  letters  to  us  from 
people  who  enjoy  our  books,  often  from  someone 
who  bought  one  or  two  books  and  then  went  on  to 
buy  just  about  every  title  we  have.  When  you  order 
from  us  you  take  no  chances :  if  you  see  a  title  which 
might  be  interesting  but  are  not  sure,  order  it 
anyway.  If  for  some  reason  it  isn’t  everything  you 
expected,  just  send  it  back  within  30  days  of  receipt 
and  an  instant  refund  is  yours. 

This  offering  will  be  your  headstart  on  a 
numismatic  library.  Tie  a  string  around  your  finger 
and  make  a  New  Year’s  Resolution:  add  to  your 
numismatic  library!  It  may  well  be  the  most  enjoy¬ 
able,  most  profitable  thing  you  will  do  in  1993! 


Ordering  is  easy! 

Call  us  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993,  have  your 
credit  card  handy,  we’ll  take  care  of  your  order 
right  away. 

Want  virtually  instant  service?  For  just  $10 
extra  on  your  book  order  (to  U.S.  addresses)  of  any 
size — whether  you  order  a  tiny  lightweight  book  or 
a  whole  stack  of  volumes — we’ll  send  your  order  by 
UPS  Second  Day  Air. 

Be  sure  to  request  this  when  you  order,  and 
include  your  street  address  as  we  cannot  deliver  by 
this  method  to  post  office  boxes. 

Alternatively,  use  the  order  blank  included  in 
this  Rare  Coin  Review  and  send  your  order  by  mail. 
Either  way,  some  really  enjoyable,  inexpensive, 
interesting,  and  potentially  profitable  books  will  be 
on  their  way  to  you  soon! 

Best  wishes, 


Doug  Plasencia,  Manager 
Publications  Department 


Do  You  Have  Your  Copy  Yet? 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market  (2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  information  about  the  following:  How  to  buy  and  sell  coins 
effectively;  slabs  and  certified  coins,  pros  and  cons;  how  to  get  an  extra  value  for  your  money;  dealers 
and  dealing;  market  and  price  information;  using  it  to  your  advantage;  secrets  of  successful  collecting 
and  investing,  and  much,  much  more.  372  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-353)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY  $16.95 
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Handbook  of  20th-Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 

A  best-seller,  184  pages,  with  separate  pages  devoted 
to  each  issue.  Rarity  information  is  given  in  several 
degrees  of  Mint  State  preservation,  as  well  as  collecting 
hints  and  additional  information,  illustrated. 

Special  Offer:  Get  the  hardbound  version  at  the 
softbound  price. 

>  Hardbound  (BAK-749)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


A  Buyer’s  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin 
Market  (2nd  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best-selling  book  contains  information  about  the 
following:  How  to  buy  and  sell  coins  effectively;  slabs 
and  certified  coins,  pros  and  cons;  how  to  get  an  extra 
value  for  your  money;  dealers  and  dealing;  market  and 
price  information;  using  it  to  your  advantage;  secrets  of 
successful  collecting  and  investing,  and  much,  much 
more.  372  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-353)  Pub.  $19.95 

ONLY  $16.95 


Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  best  seller  traces  the  amazing  life  of  one  of  America’s 
most  successful  coin  dealers.  Whether  you  are  collec¬ 
tor,  dealer,  or  investor,  here  is  the  success  story  second 
to  none.  He  was  founder  of  the  Professional  Numisma¬ 
tists  Guild  and  its  first  president.  He  received  the  Farran 
Zerbe  Award,  the  highest  recognition  given  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association.  Fascinating — and 
an  inspiration  to  anyone  aspiring  to  be  a  success  in  the 
hobby.  Highly  acclaimed!  351  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-164)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 
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Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States 
Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Foreword  by  David  Akers) 

This  book  will  be  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to 
anyone  interested  in  American  gold  coins.  Describes 
each  type  from  1795  onward,  discusses  availability  in 
various  grades,  rarities,  etc.,  and  includes  extensive 
research  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg.  Highly  acclaimed.  122 
pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-350)  Pub.  $12.95  ONLY 
$10.95 

>  Hardbound  (BBM-351)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment 
aspect  of  coins.  The  fabulous  California  Gold  Rush,  the 
great  Treasury  release  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  1962 
(together  with  figures  stating  the  quantity  of  Carson 
City  and  other  dollars  held  by  the  Treasury  and  subse¬ 
quently  sold),  the  coin  market  over  the  years,  dos  and 
don’ts  of  coin  investment,  and  more.  Enthusiastically 
acclaimed!  306  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Hardbound  (BBM-125)  Pub.  $24.95  ONLY 
$20.95 


Coins  and  Collectors 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  was  first  published  in  1964,  and  has  been 
reprinted  several  times  since  then,  most  recently  in 
1988.  Here  is  a  book  which  delighted  an  earlier  genera¬ 
tion  of  numismatists  and  which  was  the  first  book  that 
Dave  Bowers  ever  wrote.  You’ll  enjoy  reading  about 
numismatic  history,  investment,  die  varieties,  and  more! 
Certainly  one  of  the  best-selling  numismatic  books  of  all 
time.  214  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-400)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


The  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation  Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  work,  comprised  of  two  deluxe  hardbound  vol¬ 
umes,  chronicles  the  history  of  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  since  its  founding  in  1891,  with 
excerpts  from  the  pages  of  The  Numismatist  from  its 
inception  in  1888  to  the  present.  In  a  year-by-year 
study,  the  author  analyzes  the  politics,  personalities, 
and  trends  that  shaped  the  country’s  premier  numis¬ 
matic  association.  1,768  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAN-710)  Pub.  $159  ONLY 
$139.00 
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The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter: 

A  Study  In  Rare  Coin 
Price  Performance 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Gives  yearly  market  closing  prices,  1963  to  1988,  for  all 
popular  series.  Contains  a  vivid  record  of  the  coin 
market,  cycles,  changes  in  popularity,  and  other  events 
which  have  shaped  the  market  during  the  past  three 
decades.  With  articles  and  commentaries  by  many  of 
the  most  respected  authors  in  the  field.  527  pages, 
illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-402)  Pub.  $34.95  ONLY 
$29.95 

►  Hardbound  (BBM-403)  Pub.  $49.95  ONLY 
$41.95 
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Commemorative 
Coins  of  the 
United  States 

A  COMPLETE  ENCYCLOPEDIA 


Bv  Q.  David  Bowers 


Commemorative  Coins  of  the 
United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  impressive  volume  is  full  of  facts,  figures,  and 
interesting  information  about  commemoratives  from 
the  19th  century  through  1991.  With  a  section  for  each 
commemorative  issue,  this  is  a  must  for  all  collectors. 
768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-308)  Pub.  $39.95  ONLY 
$33.95 

►  Quality  Hardbound  (BBM-308A)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $42.95 

>■  Deluxe  Limited  Edition  (BBM-308B)  Pub.  $75 
ONLY  $67.50 


An  Inside  View  of  the 
Coin  Hobby  In  the  1930s: 

The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Contains  fascinating  correspondence  from  the  private 
files  of  1930s  dealer  Walter  P.  Nichols,  who  corre¬ 
sponded  with  many  famous  people  of  his  day.  Published 
letters  from  this  secret  file  offer  a  wealth  of  information 
about  how  the  hobby  was  conducted  during  these 
formative  years.  Scandals  and  controversies,  hopes  and 
dreams,  successes  and  failures  all  come  to  life  in  fasci¬ 
nating  detail.  144  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-155)  Pub.  $14.95  ONLY 
$12.95 


The  Compleat  Collector 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  monograph  contains  some  views,  often  tongue-in- 
cheek,  on  the  subject  of  coin  collecting — and  what 
makes  a  collector  compleat  (or  complete),  illustrated 
with  whimsical  drawings  from  Elli  Ford.  This  mono¬ 
graph  does  not  pretend  to  be  a  serious  work,  but, 
rather,  is  an  irreverent  observation  of  some  aspects  of 
what  many  of  us — including  the  author — consider  to 
be  the  world’s  greatest  hobby.  A  fun  reading  experi¬ 
ence!  40  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-158)  Pub.  $4.95  ONLY  $2.50 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Bedside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  furnishes  enjoyable  reading  about  numismat¬ 
ics,  unusual  aspects  of  the  hobby,  investment — you 
name  it,  and  your  favorite  topic  is  probably  included  in 
the  29  chapters!  An  anthology  of  some  of  the  best 
articles  from  past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  by  such 
authors  as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Dennis  Loring,  Frank  M. 
Todd,  Walter  Breen,  Bruce  Lorich,  James  F.  Ruddy, 
David  L.  Ganz,  and  even  one  written  by  Mark  Twain. 
224  pages. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-200)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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Hi jih  Profits  From  Rare  Coin 
Investment  (NEW  13th  Edition) 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  truly  great  book  combines  fascinating  text  with 
charts,  data,  etc.  Here  is  just  a  glimpse  of  what  this 
volume  contains:  Building  a  Portfolio;  “Slabbed”  and 
Certified  Coins;  Price  and  Market  Cycles;  Avoiding 
Mistakes;  Spotting  Sleepers;  Grading;  How  the  Stock 
Market  Affects  the  Coin  Market;  and  much,  much 
more!  Over  400  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-104)  $19.95  ONLY  $16.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Fireside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

A  nifty  book,  packed  with  interesting  stories.  Within  its 
covers  is  a  banquet  of  numismatic  tales  by  a  variety  of 
well-known  authors,  including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Dou¬ 
glas  McDonald,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper,  Cal  Wilson, 
Bruce  Lorich,  Paul  M.  Green,  Hans  Schulman,  and  Louis 
Eliasberg.  This  anthology  boasts  26  articles  on  almost 
every  numismatic  subject  imaginable,  including  his¬ 
tory,  collecting,  investment,  rarities — you  name  it!  224 
pages. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-201)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


The  History  of 
United  States 
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As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 
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The  History7  of 
United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the  fabulous  Garrett 
Collection,  catalogued  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $25  million,  this  immense  volume  is  virtu¬ 
ally  a  university  course  in  American  numismatics,  and 
covers  in  depth  all  series  from  colonials  to  regular 
copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  issues,  to  territorials 
and  patterns.  This  book  will  be  the  foundation  to  your 
reference  library.  572  pages. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-130)  Pub.  $59.95 
ONLY  $50.95 
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The  Numismatist’s 
Lakeside  Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  is  the  third  in  the  series  of  Companion 
books.  An  interesting  book,  packed  with  all  sorts  of 
stories  by  a  variety  of  well-known  authors,  including  Ed 
Rochette,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Michael  Wescott,  Tom 
LaMarre,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Frank  Gasparro,  John  W. 
Adams,  Michael  Hodder,  J.G.  Macallister,  and  others. 
224  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-202)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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The  Numismatist’s  Weekend 
Companion 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  fourth  in  the  Companion  series,  this  volume  offers 
a  wide  variety  of  articles  on  topics  ranging  from  Ver¬ 
mont  coppers  to  historical  medals  to  controversial 
commemoratives.  Interspersed  in  this  volume  are  also 
Dave  Bower’s  “This  and  That”  columns  made  up  of 
news  and  notes  and  interesting  tidbits  from  all  over. 
You  will  enjoy  this  book  whether  you  read  one  article 
at  a  time  or  the  whole  volume  in  one  sitting.  224  pages. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-206)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  Action  Guide  tor  the 
Collector  and  Investor 


Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and 
Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Half  cents,  large  cents,  small  cents,  and  two-cent  pieces 
are  discussed  in  detail.  All  major  types  are  illustrated,  as 
are  numerous  varieties.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced 
as  such?  Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have  such 
pieces  been  collected  over  the  years?  These  and  many 
other  tips  of  value  are  presented.  176  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-302)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars 
of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  offers  basic  data,  mintages,  rarity,  grading 
information,  buying  tips,  and  market  and  price  data. 
Become  an  “instant  expert.”  Now  at  low  pre¬ 
publication  prices. 

>■  Softbound  (BBM-203)  Pub.  $69.00  ONLY 
$49.95 

>-  Hardbound  (BBM-204)  Pub.  $89.00  ONLY 
$65.00 

>-  Dlx.  Lim.  Edition  (900)  (BBM-205)  Pub.  $125.00 

ONLY  $99.00 


United  States  Dimes, 
Quarters,  and  Half  Dollars 

An  Action  G-jMc  for  the 
Collector  and  Inventor 


Q.  David  Bower* 


United  States  Dimes,  Quarters  and 
Half  Dollars:  An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  takes  you  behind  the  scenes  and  gives  you  a 
dealer’s  view  of  sleepers  you  can  find,  and  many  differ¬ 
ent  things  to  watch  for  when  buying  and  selling — an 
“inside  view”  of  these  denominations.  215  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-304)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


The  Strange  Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins: 
A  Numismatic  Inquiry 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  investigation  into  the  life  of  Dr.  George  G.  Wilkins, 
who  is  numismatically  remembered  for  counterstamping 
coins,  but  who  is  remembered  in  other  quarters  for 
passing  counterfeit  money,  selling  liquor  without  a 
license,  and  peddling  patent  medicine.  Fun  reading.  96 
pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-420)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
>-  Deluxe  Hardbound,  Autographed  (BBM-421) 

Pub.  $19.95  ONLY  $16.95 


United  States  Gold  Coins 

An  Illustrated  History 
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United  States  Gold  Coins:  An 
Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Illustrated  by  pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg 
Collection,  which  the  author  catalogued  and  sold  at 
auction  for  $12.4  million.  Highly  readable  and  informa¬ 
tive,  this  volume  discusses  all  you  want  to  know  about 
American  gold  coins.  How  they  were  minted,  why 
certain  issues  are  rare,  stories  of  rarities,  and  so  on.  A 
book  about  gold  that  is  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold ! 
415  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BBM-135)  Pub.  $57.95  ONLY 
$49.95 
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An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  *nd  Investor 


United  States  Coins  by  Design 
Types:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  author  gives  you  valuable  information  on  sleepers, 
unrecognized  rarities,  good  buys,  plus  information 
concerning  design,  distribution,  and  other  valuable 
facts.  Each  major  design  type  from  1793  to  date  is 
illustrated  and  completely  described,  including  the 
designer  of  the  piece,  the  weight,  the  metallic  compo¬ 
sition,  and  the  mintage.  256  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-307)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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United  States  Three-cent  and  Five- 
Cent  Pieces:  .An  Action  Guide  for 
the  Collector  and  Investor 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  fascinating  volume  gives  you  a  dealer’s  inside  view 
of  nickel  and  silver  three-cent  pieces,  nickel  five-cent 
pieces,  and  half  dimes.  Sleepers,  the  stories  behind 
rarities,  the  fabulous  1913  Liberty  Head  nickel,  the 
unique  1870-S  half  dime,  and  other  topics  are  re¬ 
counted,  accompanied  by  many  photographs.  1 68  pages, 
illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-303)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His 
Era  Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating  and 
almost  unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926) 
and  how  he  became  known  as  “the  world’s  greatest  coin 
collector,”  owning  over  350,000  coins,  including  dupli¬ 
cates  of  rarities,  by  the  time  he  died.  The  book  is 
literally  a  “numismatic  tour”  of  the  past!  Enthusiasti¬ 
cally  acclaimed,  and  truly  delightful  reading!  248  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  Pub.  $29.00 

ONLY  $24.95 
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Fractional  Money 

By  Neil  Carothers 

First  published  in  1925,  this  reprinted  volume  tells 
about  “fractional  money” — the  author’s  term  for  cop¬ 
per,  nickel,  and  silver  coins.  He  details  various  issues 
produced  from  the  1790s  onward,  telling  how  different 
metallic  and  other  changes  came  to  be,  interrelating 
numismatics  with  various  financial  conditions,  wars, 
and  other  events.  His  section  on  what  happened  to 
coins  in  circulation  during  the  Civil  War  is  worth  the 
price  of  the  book  by  itself!  One  of  the  most  valuable 
numismatic  reference  books  ever  published.  392  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BCA-835)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia 
of  United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof  Coins 

In  this  revised  edition,  the  author  details  the  process  of 
Proof  coin  manufacture,  characteristics  of  various  styles 
of  Proofs  (brilliant,  matte,  satin,  Roman,  etc.),  and 
gives  a  wealth  of  other  information  concerning  the 
Proofformat.  Year  byyear — 1722  to  1989 — Proofsare 
analyzed.  Includes  detailed  discussions  of  Proof  sets, 
scarcities  and  rarities,  and  pedigrees  of  classic  issues. 
The  definitive  work  on  the  subject.  338  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-765)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 


Coinage  Laws  of  the 
United  States  1792-1894 

By  David  L.  Ganz 

One  of  the  most  significant  references  ever  published! 
This  volume,  originally  printed  in  1894,  contains  all  the 
coinage  laws  leading  to  the  creation  of  designs,  modi¬ 
fications  of  metallic  standards,  establishment  of  branch 
mints,  etc.,  covering  one  of  the  most  significant  times  in 
the  history  of  numismatics.  Here  is  a  volume  that  will  be 
of  interest  to  anyone  interested  in  19th-century  Ameri¬ 
can  coins.  With  new  foreword  by  the  author,  noted 
numismatist  and  attorney.  77  pages. 

>  Softbound  (BGA-lOO)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


The  Early 
Quarter  Dollars 

— — -  OF  THE - 

United  States 

1796-1838 


- By  A.  W  Browning - 

Completely  Updated  by  Walter  Breen 


The  Early  Quarter  Dollars  of  the 
United  States  1796-1838 

By  A.  W.  Browning 

This  reprint  of  the  definitive  book  in  the  series  has  been 
updated  and  revised  by  Walter  Breen  and  Michael 
Hodder.  Intensive  information  is  offered  about  die 
varieties,  attributions,  and  auction  records.  A  must  for 
the  quarter  dollar  specialist.  182  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-811)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 

►  Hardbound  (BBR-812)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 


Mint  Marks 

By  Augustus  G.  Heaton 

Reprinted  limited  edition  of  the  original,  published  in 
1893.  This  54-page  book,  with  a  new  introduction  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  is  one  of  the  most  important  references 
ever  printed.  Originals — when  they  can  be  found — sell 
for  $100  to  $200  each!  Augustus  Heaton  pioneered  the 
way  to  mintmark  collecting,  listing  various  “Causes  of 
Attractiveness”  and  telling  numismatists  why  they  should 
collect  coins  of  various  mints  in  addition  to  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

>-  Softbound  (BHE-950)  Pub.  $6.95  ONLY  $5.95 


The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Carl  W.A.  Carlson  and 
Michael  Hodder 

A  collection  of  articles  by  some  of  the  most  respected 
numismatists  of  our  time.  Produced  as  a  companion  to 
the  ANA  History,  this  volume  includes  ground-breaking 
studies  by  John  W.  Adams,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Walter 
Breen,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  Carl  W.A.  Carlson,  Mrs. 
Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Michael  Hod¬ 
der,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Eric  P.  Newman,  and  Andrew  W. 
Pollock  III.  372  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BAN-711)  Pub.  $65  ONLY  $59.00 


An  Historical  Account 
of  American  Coinage 

By  John  H.  Hickcox 

Reprint  of  the  original,  first  published  in  1858.  This 
book  is  the  first  large-size  work  published  in  America 
and  devoted  exclusively  to  American  numismatics.  Fur¬ 
nishes  information  on  colonial,  state,  and  early  coin¬ 
age,  as  well  as  coinage  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  through 
1857.  In  addition  to  153  pages  of  text,  a  separate 
section  of  five  illustration  plates  is  incorporated.  A  must 
for  collectors  of  American  coinage. 

►  Softbound  (BHI-100)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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Guide  !»U.S. 
Commemorative 


COINS 


Michael  J.  Hodder 
Q.  David  Bowers 


A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David 
Bowers 

An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins  with  com¬ 
plete  and  concise  information  regarding  all  silver  and 
gold  issues,  from  the  1848  CAL  quarter  eagle  to  the 
modern  1991  issues.  An  essential  quick  reference  guide 
for  the  beginning  and  advanced  commemorative  col¬ 
lector.  165  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BBM-309)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


THE  EAGLE  THAT  1$ 

FORGOTTEN 

V»  l.»  »  *  Wn  lav  ,< 

BY  Lit  1PU  I  OKM 


Tlie  Eagle  Tliat  Is  Forgotten 

By  Dr.  Joel  Orosz 

This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P.  Newman,  tells 
the  story  of  a  pioneer  American  collector  who  formed 
his  cabinet  during  the  18th  century  and  who  was 
involved  in  many  other  collecting  and  intellectual  pur¬ 
suits.  This  volume  which  will  shed  new  light  on  the 
early  days  of  coin  collecting  in  America.  75  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BOR-500)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 

►  Hardbound  (BOR-501)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


The 

Norweb 

Collection 


The  Norweb  Collection: 

An  American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers 

This  reference  tells  the  fascinating  story  of  the  Norweb 
Collection,  and  how  it  was  formed  over  several  genera¬ 
tions,  from  Liberty  Holden  in  the  19th  century,  to  R. 
Henry  Norweb,  Jr.  in  our  own  time.  Among  the  many 
illustrations  in  this  book  are  dozens  of  full-page  plates 
of  prize  American  coins,  ranging  from  colonial  through 
gold  issues.  This  is  not  only  the  story  of  the  coins 
themselves,  but  the  personalities  who  acquired  them. 
288  pages,  illustrated. 

>•  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-145)  Pub.  $29.95 

ONLY  $24.95 


The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

This  brand  new  book  is  scheduled  for  distribution  by  the 
mid-September.  The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver 
coinage,  the  composition  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and 
gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues  and  dates.  The  book 
also  includes  data  on  clad  coins  in  circulation  and 
collections,  as  well  as  a  selection  of  readings  pertaining 
to  the  subject.  Illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BRA-511)  Pub.  $12.95  ONLY 
$10.95 


STANDARD 

CATALOGUE 


ENCASED 
POSTAGE  STAMPS 


Mkfcaef  J  tL-Wr. 


The  Standard  Catalogue  of  Encased 
Postage  Stamps 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers 

This  book  is  the  basic  reference  on  this  fascinating 
series.  Dozens  of  different  varieties  are  described,  and 
accompanying  each  description  is  historical  text,  rarity 
ratings,  and  catalogue  prices.  A  must.  Foreword  by 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  with  appreciations  by  John  J.  Ford, 
Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  192  pages,  profusely  illus¬ 
trated. 

>  Softbound  (BBM-355)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


The  Romance  of  Coin  Collecting 

By  Ed  Rochette 

The  author,  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  and  one  of  the  most  popular  coin  writers  of 
all  times,  has  written  several  dozen  fascinating  stories 
about  the  background  of  certain  coins,  tokens,  medals, 
and  paper  money  issues.  Here  is  a  thoroughly  delightful 
book  that  will  furnish  a  weekend  of  good  reading — pure 
numismatic  entertainment!  184  pages,  extensively  il¬ 
lustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BRO-721)  Pub.  $12.95  ONLY 
$10.95 


Recollections 
Of  i  Mint  Director 


ft.  fmk  A.  Up* 

!  " 


Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director 

By  Frank  A.  Leach 

This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword  by  Q.  David 
Bowers,  divulges  the  memoirs  of  Frank  A.  Leach,  who 
was  superintendent  of  the  San  Francisco  Mint  from 
1897  to  1907,  during  the  great  San  Francisco  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire.  You’ll  go  behind  the  scenes  at  the  mint 
and  read  fascinating  information  not  readily  available 
elsewhere.  Originally  published  in  1917,  this  book  is 
sure  to  be  enjoyed  from  cover  to  cover.  Highly  recom¬ 
mended.  136  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BLE-100)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Silver  &  Gold  Commemorative 
Coins  1892-1989 

By  Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen 

A  new  printing  of  this  classic  work  on  American  com- 
memoratives,  now  386  pages  long,  and  available  for 
the  first  time  in  quality  (coated  paper,  superb  illustra¬ 
tions,  quality  text)  format  for  an  affordable  price.  This 
reference,  by  two  of  America’s  most  respected  research¬ 
ers,  gives  detailed  information  on  commemorative  coins 
from  1892  to  date,  plus  much  other  useful  data. 

>  Softbound  (BSW-742)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 
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ANALYSIS  AND  HISTORY 


Tlie  United  States  Nickel 
Five-Gent  Piece:  A  Date-By-Date 
Analysis  and  History 

By  Michael  Wescott 

The  first  full-length  study  of  the  nickel  five-cent  piece 
1866-1991  ever  published.  Walter  Breen,  the  noted 
authority  on  U.S.  coins,  writes  in  the  introduction, 
“Michael  Wescott  taught  me  facts  about  nickels  I  hadn’t 
known  even  after  30  years  of  studying  this  series.”  The 
author  is  founder  of  the  American  Nickel  Collectors 
Association  (ANCA).  Illustrated,  with  enlarged  photo¬ 
graphs.  192  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BWE-705)  Pub.  $14.95  ONLY 
$12.95 


Virgil  Brand  Poster 

This  large  and  colorful  poster  is  printed  on  museum 
quality  stock  and  features  gems  from  the  Virgil  Brand 
Collection,  which  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
1983  and  1984.  Ideal  for  framing  and  display!  This 
poster  measures  21  inches  wide  x  32  inches  high.  Dress 
up  your  office! 

►  Stock  No.  (BBM-131)  Pub.  $10.00  ONLY 
$8.50 
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Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Charlotte  Mint  gold 
coin,  including  characteristics,  rarity,  and  numerous 
other  factors.  A  standard  reference  in  the  field.  Highly 
acclaimed.  140  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BWT-812)  Pub.  $14.95  ONLY 
$12.95 


Norweb  Collection  Poster 

Very  popular!  This  beautiful,  full-color,  art-style  poster 
is  printed  on  museum-quality  paper.  Illustrated  are 
some  of  America’s  most  famous  rarities  from  the  Nor¬ 
web  Collection — coins  which  set  world  record  after 
world  record  when  Bowers  and  Merena  auctioned  them 
in  1987  and  1988.  This  poster  is  perfect  for  framing,  and 
makes  an  excellent  gift  for  anyone,  numismatist  or  not! 
Measures  21  x  34  inches. 

>•  Stock  No.  (BBM-132)  Pub.  $10.00  ONLY 
$8.50 


[New  Orleans  Mint! 

i  Gold-Coins:] 

l  1839-3M] 


New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

The  second  of  Douglas  Winter’s  books  this  one  focusing 
on  the  New  Orleans  Mint  and  the  gold  coins  struck 
there.  Includes  characteristics  of  each  issue,  by-grade 
rarity  ratings,  Condition  Census  listings  and  much 
more.  Over  200  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BWI-814)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 

►  Hardbound  (BWI-815)  Pub.  $31.95  ONLY 
$27.50 


Ihe  King  of  American  Coins 


ev  .*  !!*• 

Auctions  By  Bowers  And  MHUaa  l\i 


King  of  Siam  1804 
Silver  Dollar  Poster 

Featured  on  this  poster — in  all  its  lovely  full  color 
glory — is  the  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar  once  owned 
by  the  King  of  Siam,  the  finest  known  specimen  of  the 
“King  of  American  Coins.”  The  coin  was  offered  in  the 
King  of  Siam  Sale  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  October 
1987.  It  measures  21  inches  wide  by  32  inches  high  and 
is  an  ideal  companion  to  the  posters  just  listed.  Abso¬ 
lutely  gorgeous  and  extremely  popular! 

►  Stock  No.  (BBM-133)  Pub.  $10.00  ONLY 
$8.50 


Buy  A  Numismatic  Book; 
Save  Yourself  Money! 


Numismatic  books  are  your  best  investment  in  the  coin  hobby  — 
and  the  fastest  way  to  gain  enjoyment,  knowledge,  and  profit!  To 
make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  you  to  take  advantage  of  our  books, 
we  offer  a  simple  deal:  “Buy  a  numismatic  book;  save  yourself 
money!”  That’s  because  every  single  book  for  sale  in  these  pages  is 
offered  at  a  generous  discount  from  the  list  price.  So  you  benefit 
twice;  with  our  money-saving  values,  and  with  the  best  numismatic 
books  you  can  buy! 


1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent  Poster 

This  museum  quality  full-color  art  poster  depicts  the 
superb  Uncirculated  Chain  AMERI.  purchased  by  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries,  earlier  sold  by  Stack’s  as  part 
of  the  Herman  Halpem  Collection.  Both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  this  classic  piece  are  shown  in  detailed, 
enlarged  color  photographs.  Perfect  for  the  cent  enthu¬ 
siast!  Each  poster  measures  21  x  32  inches  and  is 
printed  on  museum-quality  stock. 

►  Stock  No.  (BBM-134)  Pub.  $10.00  ONLY 
$8.50 
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Auction  Catalogues 

19dvCewury  Auction  Catalogues 

By  John  W.  Adams 

fey  John  W.  A<iam 

As  this  book  is  out  of  print,  less  than  30  copies  remain. 

In  one  of  the  most  impressive  reference  books  of  all 
time,  the  author  has  studied  19th-century  dealers  in 
detail,  described  their  lives,  and  listed  their  auction 
catalogues.  Such  well-known  names  as  Edward  Cogan, 

W.  E.  Woodward,  and  Charles  Steigerwalt,  among 

! 

others,  come  to  life.  271  pages,  illustrated. 

>-  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BAD-721)  Pub.  $125  ONLY 
$106.50 

Br  William  Blades 

Numismatic  Typographica 

By  William  Blades 

Limited  edition  (just  300  copies)  of  this  1883  work 
about  the  medallic  history  of  printing,  perhaps  one  of 
the  most  esoteric  specialties  in  numismatics.  With  a 
new  foreword  by  Henry  Morris,  this  1991  reprint  offers 
185  pages,  24  full  pages  of  illustrations,  quality 
hardbound,  on  good  quality  paper.  We  know  there  are 
quite  a  few  collectors  of  printing-related  medals,  be¬ 
cause  whenever  an  original  of  this  work  comes  up  for 
sale  there  is  spirited  bidding  for  it.  The  editorial  mate¬ 
rial  is  quite  interesting  and  guarantees  the  buyer  an 
enjoyable  evening. 

►  Hardbound  (BBL-853)  ONLY  $40.00 
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COMPREHENSIVE 
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ENCYCLOPEDIA 
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The  Coin  World  Comprehensive 
Catalog  &  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Coins 

By  David  T.  Alexander 

In  this  volume  the  author  describes,  illustrates,  and 
prices  all  American  coinage  from  1652  to  the  present: 
colonial  and  early  state  coins  and  tokens;  all  early 
independence  period  issues;  and  pattern  and  trial 
coinage;  among  others.  646  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BAL-100)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$11.95 

►  Hardbound  (BAL-101)  Pub.  $35.00  ONLY 

$21.00 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

This  volume  analyzes  half  dimes  on  a  year-by-year  basis 
and  goes  far  beyond  the  Daniel  W.  Valentine  work  on 
the  series.  A  must  for  anyone  interested  in  this  series. 
168  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBL-105)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 


Tokens  and  Medals:  A  Guide  to  the 
Identification  and  Values  of  United 
States  Exonumia 

By  Stephen  P.  Alpert  and  Lawrence  E. 
Elman 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  various  types  of  tokens  and 
medals.  Includes  a  bibliography,  suggestions  on  how  to 
get  started,  etc.  An  excellent  basic  work,  just  published 
in  its  first  edition.  300  pages,  extensively  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BAL-109)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

By  Larry  Briggs 

The  author  gives  all  the  facts  concerning  Liberty  Seated 
quarters  from  the  first  issue  in  1838  to  the  last  in  1891. 
Characteristics  of  striking,  details  of  die  varieties,  rarity 
in  various  grades,  collecting  hints,  and  more — this  book 
has  it  all.  265  large-size  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBR-800)  Pub.  $39.95  ONLY 
$34.95 


Michael  Turoff  Writes 

The  following  letter  is  from  Michael  Turoff: 

“Dear  Cathy  [Cathy  Dumont,  our  staff  photographer]: 

“Thank  you  so  much  for  the  super  fast  service  on  the  photographic 
prints  of  the  Victor  D.  Brenner  medals  that  I  requested. 

“You  have  once  again  confirmed  that  Dave  Bowers  is  a  gentleman  and 
a  scholar  and  the  last  of  the  breed — and  feel  free  to  quote  me  in  any  of 
your  publications!  Nowhere  does  anyone  get  the  service  and  courtesy 
that  clients  of  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  do. 

“Again,  thank  you  personally  for  the  very  nice  quality  photographs 
that  you  sent. 

“1  hope  that  you  had  a  very  nice  holiday. 

“Sincerely,  Michael  Turoff’ 


Walter  Breen’s  Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  Half  Cents,  1793*1857 

This  superb  book,  with  photographs  by  Jack  Collins, 
contains  over  500  pages  of  half  cent  lore,  with  at  least 
a  full  page  (often  multiple  pages)  devoted  to  each  date 
and  major  variety  within  the  series!  There  are  enough 
spicy  comments,  editorial  opinions,  and  other  tidbits  to 
keep  you  reading  from  the  beginning  through  to  the 
end.  One  of  the  most  impressive  specialized  books  on 
U.S.  coinage  ever  published!  500  pages,  includes  color 
plates. 

►  Hardbound  (BBR-763)  Pub.  $60.00  ONLY 
$50.95 
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Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins 

Here  is  one  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  in  the 
field  of  numismatics!  Breen  describes  each  and  every 
American  issue  from  the  earliest  days  onward.  Rarity, 
mintage  figures,  die  characteristics,  unusual  varieties, 
and  other  data  are  at  your  fingertips.  Virtually  a  numis¬ 
matic  library  all  in  one  book!  An  absolute  must  for  every 
numismatic  library,  beginning  or  advanced!  754  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BBR-764)  Pub.  $100.00  ONLY 
$85.00 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
DIMES 


By  Brian  Gr ***r 


The  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes 

By  Robert  Greer 

This  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  information  on  this 
popular  series  covering  issues  from  1837  through  1891. 
No  collector  of  dimes  should  be  without  a  copy.  192 
pages,  over  550  photographs. 

►  Softbound  (BGR-222)  Pub.  $36.95.  ONLY 
$31.95 


The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic.  Details  colonial, 
state,  and  early  American  coins,  the  history,  legislation 
pertaining  to  them,  collecting,  comments,  etc.  A  simply 
marvelous  book,  and  one  of  our  favorites.  A  must  for 
your  library,  even  if  you  do  not  collect  early  American 
coins.  This  reprint  edition  also  includes  modern  com¬ 
ments  by  Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BCR-271)  Pub.  $45.00  ONLY 
$37.95 


How  to  Grade  U.S.  Coins 

By  James  L.  Halperin 

The  author  has  studied  in  detail  Uncirculated  and  Proof 
coins,  particularly  Morgan  silver  dollars,  but  other 
popular  design  types  as  well,  and  in  this  extensively 
illustrated  volume  gives  pointers  on  how  to  differenti¬ 
ate  various  grades.  Between  the  two  covers  you’ll  find 
much  useful  information.  167  pages,  extensively  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Softbound  (BHA-700)  Pub.  $14.95  ONLY 
$12.95 


THE  WORK  OF 
AUGUSTUS  SAINT-GAUDENS 


The  Work  of  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens 

By  John  Dryfhout 

A  superb  volume,  magnificently  illustrated,  covering 
the  sculpture,  medals,  coinage,  and  other  works  of  one 
of  America’s  most  prominent  artists.  His  magnificent 
MCMVII  High  Relief  1907  double  eagle  is,  of  course, 
well  known  to  our  readers,  but  you  will  delight  in 
seeing  his  many  other  achievements  as  well.  The  au¬ 
thor  is  curator  of  the  Saint-Gaudens  National  Historic 
Site,  Cornish,  NH,  where  the  artist  maintained  his 
studio.  356  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BDR-755)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 


MINTING 

VARIETIES 

KltitOKN 


The  Official  Identificatiou  aud 
Price  Guide  to  Mintiug 
Varieties  aud  Errors 

By  Alan  Herbert 

This  guide  (currently  in  its  fifth  edition)  answers  many 
questions  regarding  the  varieties  and  errors,  including 
how  they  were  produced,  why  they  occurred,  how  to 
tell  if  they  are  genuine,  and  how  to  estimate  scarcity  and 
rarity.  With  over  250  photographs,  this  book  will  aid 
you  in  the  search  for  unusual  coins  that  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  a  serious  collection.  390  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BHE-770)  Pub.  $12.95  ONLY 
$10.95 


GOLD  COINS<» 
OF  THE  WORLD 

Gold  Coins  of  the  World  From 
Ancient  Times  to  the  Present 

The  Comprehensive 

U.S.  Silver  Dollar 

ENCYCLOPEDIA 

riOM  AMOUNT  TIMES  TO  TM>  FftMINT 

• 

•  5® 

A  Q 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

New  revised  and  expanded  sixth  edition.  Contains 
illustrations,  brief  descriptions,  and  prices  of  gold  coins. 

An  excellent  guide  to  the  specialty,  and  a  “must”  for  any 
serious  buyer.  The  Friedberg  work  is,  of  course,  the 
classic  in  the  field — and  this  is  the  best  edition  yet. 
Hardbound,  extensively  illustrated,  723  pages. 

cfti> 

■Mn  w  iSjaga 

►  Hardbound  (BFR-902)  Pub  $55.00  ONLY 
$46.95 

li 

li 

* 

1 

The  Comprehensive  U.S.  Silver 
Dollar  Encyclopedia 

By  John  W.  Highfill 

Containing  as  it  does  so  many  contributions  from  so 
many  different  authors,  this  book  will  be  an  excellent 
source  for  information  for  anyone  interested  in  silver 
dollars,  particularly  those  of  the  Morgan  and  Peace 
types.  1,240  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BHI-127)  Pub.  $100.00  ONLY 
$85.00 
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The  1787  “New  York" 
Inimunis  Columbia: 

A  Mystery 
Re-ravelled 

t>!)  Michael  I.  I lothler 


Tlie  178?  “New  York”  Immunis 
Columbia:  A  Mystery  Re-Ravelled 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 

Reprint  from  The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  of  a  controver¬ 
sial  study  of  one  of  the  least  understood,  but  most 
important  aspects  of  colonial  American  numismatics. 
This  in-depth,  highly  technical  analysis  of  some  state 
coppers  from  the  period  1787-1788  undermines  all  the 
attributions  of  such  coins  to  James  F.  Atlee  made  by  a 
number  of  previous  authors.  37  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Reprinted  sheets  (BHO-747)  Pub.  $10  ONLY 
$8.50 


ABE 
KOSOFF 
REMEMBERS  . 


Abe  Kosoff  Remembers 

By  Abe  Kosoff 

Reprint  of  this  old-time  dealer’s  reminiscences.  Chock 
full  of  anecdotes  and  stories.  Fascinating  reading.  392 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BKO-703)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— 
The  First  Century,  1792-1892 

By  Robert  W.  Julian 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society,  this  con¬ 
densed,  large-format  book  is  a  gold  mine  to  anyone 
interested  in  medals  produced  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint.  Contains  abundant  information  concerning  pro¬ 
duction  quantities,  rarities,  designers,  and  the  like. 
Interesting  reading  and  highly  recommended.  475 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BJU-788)  Pub.  $35.00  ONLY 
29.95 


The  Complete  Guide  To 
Barber  Dimes 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  detailed  analysis  of  all  issues  from  1892  to  1916,  with 
a  page  or  more  given  to  each  date  and  mintmark.  A 
great  guide  for  anyone  interested  in  the  series.  Pricing, 
rarity,  grading  —  it’s  all  here! 

►  Softbound  (BLA-101)  Pub.  $23.95  ONLY 
$20.95 


Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of 
the  United  States 

By  Donald  H.  Kagin 

The  “last  word”  on  the  subject  of  territorial  gold  coins, 
privately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots,  and  bars — as  well  as 
other  topics  relating  to  the  wild  West.  While  collecting 
territorial  gold  coins  is  admittedly  a  rarified  realm,  this 
book  is  valuable  to  every  numismatist,  for  it  is  crammed 
with  history,  romance,  numismatic  facts,  and  more! 
406  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 

>-  Hardbound  (BKA-709)  Pub.  $29.95  ONLY 
$24.95 


THE  COMPLETE 
GUIDE  TO 

BARBER 

QUARTERS 


By  Dwrid  Uirwc* 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Quarters 

By  David  Lawrence 

Background  information  concerning  1 892-1 9 1 6  is  given, 
then  a  page  is  devoted  to  each  date  and  mintmark 
variety,  with  rarity,  die  variety,  and  other  information 
concerning  each.  101  pages,  illustrated  with  detailed 
drawings  and  photographs. 

>-  Softbound  (BLA-100)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 


Pioneer  Gold:  Auction  Analysis 

By  Jerry  Kimmell 

Fewer  than  200  copies  of  this  valuable  study  have  been 
printed.  For  the  collector  or  researcher  in  the  field  of 
territorial  gold  coins — including  California,  Colorado, 
Oregon,  Utah,  Georgia,  and  North  Carolina  issues — 
this  study  forms  a  very  valuable  key  to  prices  over  the 
years  and  the  number  of  times  a  given  variety  has 
crossed  the  auction  block.  Highly  recommended!  138 
pages,  coins  illustrated  in  color  on  cover. 

>•  Spiral  bound  (BKI-750)  Pub.  $39.95  ONLY 
$33.95 


The  Complete  Guide  to 
Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

The  author  discusses  Barber  half  dollars  on  a  date-by- 
date  basis,  illustrating  each  issue,  rating  its  rarity, 
giving  its  price  in  three  different  year  categories,  and 
adding  comments  concerning  strike,  lustre,  and  other 
considerations.  The  volume  is  a  handy  guide  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series  and  is  strongly 
recommended  in  this  regard.  112  pages,  extensively 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BLA-102)  Pub.  $24.95  ONLY 
$20.95 
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The  Error  Coin  Encyclopedia 

By  Arnold  Margolis 

The  author,  one  of  the  best-known  experts  in  the  field 
of  error  coins,  discusses  everything  to  do  with  minting 
and  mint  errors — including  the  minting  process,  how 
coins  are  struck,  how  mint  errors  are  produced,  differ¬ 
ent  types  of  mint  errors,  etc.  All  in  all,  this  is  truly 
worthy  of  the  name  “Encyclopedia.”  Every  collector 
should  have  one.  370  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BMA-760)  Pub.  $21.95  ONLY 
$18.95 


RADIY  HALF 
DOLLAR 
DU  VARIITIIi 


1YM-1  «3A 


Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

This  is  the  classic  guide  to  attributing  pieces  in  this 
series.  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discov¬ 
ery  pieces  enlarged  two  diameters.  New  sections  and 
information  include  data  on  Condition  Census,  picto¬ 
rial  grading,  design  types,  and  much  more.  710  pages. 

►  Hardbound  (BOV-lOO)  Pub.  $59.95  ONLY 
$49.95 


Catalogue  of  the  Louis  Helfenstein 
Collection  of  Large  Cents 

By  Lester  Merkin 

One  of  the  landmark  events  in  American  auction  his¬ 
tory,  the  Helfenstein  Collection,  expertly  catalogued 
and  including  many  superb  coins,  caused  a  sensation 
when  it  was  sold  by  Lester  Merkin  in  August  1964  and 
shattered  just  about  every  price  record  in  existence! 
Included  is  a  list  of  prices  realized.  Just  a  few  copies 
remain! 

►  Softbound  (BME-750)  Pub.  $25.00  ONLY 
$21.95 
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WHAT  EXPERT  DEALERS 
AND  COLLECTORS  ADVISE 


Best  Buys  iu  Rare  Coins 

By  Donn  Pearlman 

The  author,  a  member  of  the  ANA  Board  of  Governors, 
CBS  radio  broadcasting  personality,  and  long-time  nu¬ 
mismatist,  gives  many  observations  and  lots  of  advice 
about  buying  rare  coins,  all  spiced  here  and  there  with 
a  bit  of  humor.  The  book  is  filled  with  fascinating 
information  and  stories  about  the  most  recommended 
coin  and  currency  items,  and  contains  a  large  reference 
section  on  where  to  turn  for  more  specific  information 
and  specialized  hobby  groups.  197  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Softbound  (BPE-100)  Pub.  $8.95  ONLY  $7.50 


United  States  Copper  Cents 
1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

Reprint  of  this  classic  work.  The  standard  reference 
book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BNE-798)  Pub.  $50.00  ONLY 
$41.95 


THE  PtOSEER  WESTERN  BANK 


The  Pioneer  Western  Bank- 
First  of  Denver  1860-1980 

By  Robert  S.  Pulcipher 

The  author  tells  the  story  of  one  of  the  West’s  most 
famous  banks.  It  contains  a  wealth  of  information 
concerning  early  checks,  financial  documents,  banking 
practices,  etc. — including  information  about  the  prede¬ 
cessor  to  the  bank,  and  the  well-known  gold  mining 
firm  of  Clark,  Gruber  &  Co.  (Illustrated  with  color 
pictures  of  the  people  involved  in  this  early  firm!)  220 
pages,  color  illustrated. 

>  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BPU-749)  Pub.  $39.95 

ONLY  $19.95 


The  Early  Paper  Money  of  America 

By  Eric  P.  Newman 

A  magnificent,  fully  illustrated  “encyclopedia”  of  early 
American  paper  money  by  the  acknowledged  master 
author  in  his  field.  This  expanded  third  edition  includes 
many  newly  listed  issues,  more  historical  background 
information  than  before,  and  a  greatly  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  illustrations.  The  wealth  of  information  pre¬ 
sented  in  this  new  edition  is  staggering  and  like  its 
predecessors,  will  become  the  standard  authority  for  all 
collectors  of  early  American  paper  money. 

►  Hardbound  (BNE-800)  Pub.  $49.95  ONLY 
$41.95 


Making  Money 

By  Ed  Rochette 

A  fascinating  book,  highly  enjoyable,  by  one  of 
American’s  best-known  numismatic  writers.  In  this 
volume,  Ed  Rochette  regales  the  reader  with  many 
fascinating  stories  of  counterfeiters,  issuers  of  phony 
numismatic  pieces,  impostors,  and  the  like.  Definitely 
worth  having — a  volume  you  can  curl  up  and  spend  an 
evening  reading!  150  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-720)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 
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The  Other  Side  of  the  Coin 

By  Ed  Rochette 
(Foreword  by  Ed  Reiter) 

A  delightful  compendium  of  short  stories  associated 
with  coining  and  minting  around  the  world.  Fascinat¬ 
ing  reading  about  coins  of  the  American  West,  numis¬ 
matic  personalities,  paper  money,  organizations,  and 
other  timely  topics.  Entertaining  and  educational — a 
delightful  and,  in  the  field  of  coin  books,  rare  combina¬ 
tion.  200  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BRO-719)  Pub.  $9.95  ONLY  $8.50 


U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage 

By  Don  Taxay 

Dave  Bowers  was  once  asked  to  name  the  five  most 
valuable  books  ever  produced  on  the  subject  of  U.S. 
coinage,  and  this  was  one  of  them!  Discusses  in  detail 
the  operations  of  the  U.S.  Mint  from  the  earliest  days 
onward.  Lots  of  fascinating  “behind  the  scenes”  infor¬ 
mation  is  provided.  In  addition,  there  is  much  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  designs  of  later  issues  from  the  20th 
century — the  development  of  the  Washington  quarter, 
the  new  silver  designs  of  1916,  the  Buffalo  nickel,  and 
others.  Over  400  pages,  illustrated. 

►  Hardbound  (BTA-774)  Pub.  $35.00  ONLY 
$29.95 


Photograde 
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Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Match  your  coin  to  the  photograph  and,  presto,  it’s 
graded!  The  best-selling  grading  guide  ever  published. 
Designated  as  an  official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA  in 
1972.  All  series  are  covered  from  half  cents  through 
double  eagles.  Also  contains  information  concerning 
cleaning  coins,  preserving  them,  how  to  recognize 
Matte  Proofs,  and  other  data.  Essential.  208  pages, 
illustrated. 


►  18th  Edition,  Softbound  (BRU-414)  Pub.  $9.95 

ONLY  $8.50 


The  Investor’s  Guide  to 
Coin  Trading 

By  Scott  A.  Travers 

This  is  a  volume  designed  expressly  for  the  coin  inves¬ 
tor.  The  author  deals  with  market  trends,  investment 
portfolios,  telemarketing,  grading  standards,  slabs  and 
encapsulation,  insider  information,  how  to  buy  low  and 
sell  high,  bullion  coins,  coins  as  works  of  art,  auction 
sales,  classical  rarities,  commemoratives,  dealers  and 
financial  planners,  and  more.  230  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Hardbound  (BTR-701)  Pub.  $24.95  ONLY 
$20.95 


Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S.  Sheldon 

A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst  of  the  classic  work  by 
William  S.  Sheldon,  with  a  new  introduction  by  Denis 
Loring.  Available  for  the  first  time  in  over  a  decade,  this 
book  contains  over  60  photographs  of  large  cents, 
together  with  plates  of  12  new  varieties  discovered 
since  1965.  340  pages,  illustrated. 

>  Hardbound  (BSH-lOO)  Pub.  $50.00  ONLY 
$41.95 


Comprehensive  Catalog  and  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars 

By  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen 
&  A.  George  Mallis 

Out  of  print  since  1981,  this  revised  work  is  widely 
acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most  important  numis¬ 
matic  references  ever.  With  sections  on  the  background 
of  silver  dollar  coinage,  Morgan  silver  dollars,  and 
Peace  silver  dollars,  the  book  concludes  with  four 
chapters  entitled  “Working  With  The  Coins.”  520  pages, 
profusely  illustrated. 

>-  Softbound  (BVA-707)  Pub.  $49.95  Discount  price 

ONLY  $41.95 

►  Hardbound  (BVA-708)  Pub.  $69.95  Discount 
price  ONLY  $59.50 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  Snow 
(edited  by  Chris  Pilliod) 

This  long  overdue  book  on  a  very  popular  series 
contains  more  information  than  you  ever  dreamed 
existed  about  Indian  cents.  It  aids  in  the  identification 
of  repunched  dates,  some  rare  overdates  and  other 
items.  An  absolute  necessity  for  the  thousands  of 
numismatists  who  like  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents. 

>  Hardbound  (BSN-725)  Pub.  $79.50  ONLY 
$67.50 


Buy  A  Numismatic  Book; 
Save  Yourself  Money! 


Numismatic  books  are  your  best  investment  in  the  coin  hobby  — 
and  the  fastest  way  to  gain  enjoyment,  knowledge,  and  profit!  To 
make  it  as  easy  as  possible  for  you  to  take  advantage  of  our  books, 
we  offer  a  simple  deal:  “Buy  a  numismatic  book;  save  yourself 
money!”  That’s  because  every  single  book  for  sale  in  these  pages  is 
offered  at  a  generous  discount  from  the  list  price.  So  you  benefit 
twice;  with  our  money-saving  values,  and  with  the  best  numismatic 
books  you  can  buy! 
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Tlie  Encyclopedia  of  Automatic 
Musical  Instruments 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

The  standard  reference  on  coin-in-the-slot,  old-time 
nickelodeon  pianos  with  art  glass  fronts,  music  boxes, 
calliopes,  player  pianos,  musical  gambling  machines, 
orchestrions,  and  circus  organs.  Over  15,000  copies 
sold !  The  American  Library  Association  called  it  “one  of 
the  best  reference  books  of  the  year.”  1,008  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-801)  Pub.  $49.00.  ONLY 
$40.95 


The  Waterford 
Water  Cure 

A  Numismatic  inquiry 


Q.  David  Bowers 


The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  inquiry  into  a  numismatic  oddity,  counterstamped 
coins  of  the  mid  1800s,  takes  the  reader  back  to  the  days 
when  hydropathy  (water  cure)  was  practiced  all  over 
the  U.S.  By  focusing  on  the  history  of  one  establishment 
in  rural  Maine,  Q.  David  Bowers  discusses  the  history  of 
the  water  cure  while  also  painting  a  picture  of  life  there. 
A  deluxe  limited  edition  of  only  650  copies.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-422)  Pub.  $49.95 

ONLY  $42.50 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  enjoy  history,  nostalgia,  and  old-time  photos  of 
soda  parlors,  carnivals,  and  fairs — if  you  are  a  student 
of  brilliant  advertising  from  years  gone  by— if  you  want 
to  read  one  of  the  greatest  success  stories  in  business — 
then  this  book,  about  a  soft  drink  that  once  outsold 
Coca-Cola,  is  a  must.  For  the  numismatist,  there  is  a 
page  describing  a  token  issued  by  Moxie!  The  book  will 
provide  several  evenings  of  delightful  reading!  760 
pages,  softbound.  Second  printing! 

►  Softbound  (BBM-809)  Pub.  $19.95.  ONLY 
$16.95 
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The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Mary  L. 
Martin 

This  volume  covers  the  picture  post  cards  produced  by 
Alphonse  Mucha,  acknowledged  master  of  art  nouveau. 
Each  post  card  illustrated  is  worthy  of  an  art  gallery!  A 
very  popular  book  which  has  been  acclaimed  in  the 
world  of  art,  antiques,  and  old-time  post  cards.  Pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated,  120  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-850)  Pub.  $10.00  ONLY 
$8.50 


Nickelodeon  Theatres  and 
Their  Music 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  book  tells  all  about  the  ornately  fronted  theatres  of 
the  1900-1915  years,  plus  hundreds  of  illustrations  of 
early  film  stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  “His  finest  work  to 
date;  will  be  enjoyed  by  everyone  interested  in  films 
and  film  history,”  noted  the  Vestal  Press.  A  great  book 
for  those  interested  in  American  history  and  nostalgia! 
212  pages. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-821)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 

>  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-822)  Pub.  $24.95 

ONLY  $20.95 


Muriel  Ostriche: 

Princess  of  Silent  Films 

In  a  “you  are  there”  fashion,  you  will  journey  to  the 
fascinating  era  of  silent  pictures  while  reading  about 
Muriel  Ostriche,  who  was  voted  the  second  most  popu¬ 
lar  film  actress  in  America  in  1913.  If  you  are  interested 
in  film  history,  American  history,  or  enjoy  books  written 
in  a  nostalgic  vein,  here  is  a  volume  you  will  not  want 
to  miss. 

►  Softbound  (BBM-830)  Pub.  $19.95  ONLY 
$16.95 

>-  Deluxe  hardbound  (BBM-831)  Pub.  $24.95 

ONLY  $20.95 


Enter  Our  Contest! 

Recently  while  reading  a  book  about  Currier  &  Ives  prints,  your  editor  was  reminded  that  years  ago  the  “Favorite  Fifty” 
prints  were  selected  and  published.  The  selection  of  the  50  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  market  value  but,  instead, 
pertained  to  the  19th-century  Currier  &  Ives  prints  deemed  to  be  the  most  attractive  to  own  and  display. 

This  inspired  us  to  create  a  contest,  of  sorts,  for  Rare  Coin  Review  readers.  We  invite  you  to  tell  us  about  your  favorite 
United  States  coin,  token,  medal,  or  currency  note.  In  200  words  or  less,  tell  us  anything  interesting  you  care  to  share 
about  your  item — what  appeals  to  you,  where  you  first  learned  of  it,  how  your  particular  specimen  was  obtained,  or 
perhaps  why  it  is  one  of  your  favorite  possessions.  We  will  accumulate  the  entries  and  have  them  judged  here  at  the 
office  by  a  panel  consisting  of  Ken  Spatola,  Gail  Watson,  Mark  Borckardt,  Andy  Pollock,  Frank  Van  Valen,  Ray  Merena, 
and  your  editor.  Selected  entries  will  be  published  in  our  next  Rare  Coin  Review. 

The  entry  considered  to  be  the  best  will  win  a  $100  certificate  good  for  numismatic  books.  The  two  runners-up  will 
each  receive  $50  certificates,  and  anyone  who  enters  will  receive  a  $5  certificate.  So,  you’re  bound  to  win  something! 
Why  not  share  your  numismatic  enthusiasm  with  others  and  send  us  your  entry.  Please  keep  your  entry  on  a  sheet  of 
paper  separate  from  your  order  blank  and  address  it  to:  “Favorite  Coin  Contest,”  c/oQ.  David  Bowers,  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894.  Thank  you  for  entering! 
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The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues  were  issued  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries  and  its  successor.  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Each 
catalogue  includes  a  list  of  prices  realized. 

GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATALOGUES  (1979-1981) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-501)  $69.00.  A  complete  set  of  four  softbound 
auction  catalogues  catalogued  byQ.  David  Bowers  during  1979-1981  for 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Features  the  1804  silver  dollar,  three 
Brasher  doubloons  (one  of  which  brought  $725,000),  colonial  coins,  U.S. 
regular  issues,  and  other  items — which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25 
million,  the  most  valuable  coin  collection  ever  to  be  sold.  A  classic! 

CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND  M.  VERNON 
SHELDON  COLLECTIONS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00. 

Catalogued  by  Bowers  and  Merena  (as  are  all  catalogues  to  follow),  in 
1983.  Two  fantastic  old-time  collections. 

GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-518) 
$8.00.  Auction  catalogue  featuring  the  superb  collection  of  George 
Hatie,  past  president  of  the  ANA. 

MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION  (1983)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-521)  $8.00.  A  large  offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories, 
plus  other  specialties.  Done  in  the  famous  Grand  Format™  style. 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  I  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
525)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  Part 

I  of  this  legendary  collection,  featuring  many  rarities.  A  classic  sale! 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
541)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Part 

II  of  this  fabulous  collection,  includes  many  rarities,  especially  in  the  gold 
series.  Classic! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND  EVERETT  W.  NESS 
(1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe, 
past  president  of  the  ANA,  and  the  Everett  W.  Ness  holdings. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY  HARTE  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00.  Still  another  important  catalogue 
containing  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold  and  much  more! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H.  DODSON  AND 
RICHARD  L.  COLLIER  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00. 

Packed  with  rarities  from  the  collection  of  Admiral  Oscar  Dodson  and  the 
James  Ruddy  collection  of  encased  postage  stamps. 

THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
550)  $8.00.  Coins  from  the  Emery  and  Nichols  collections,  which  had 
been  hidden  away  in  a  bank  vault  for  decades.  Very  important  sale! 

THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-551) 
$8.00.  Coins  from  the  collection  of  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  formerly  publisher  of 
the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and 
paper  money. 

THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
553)  $8.00.  Features  United  States  and  world  coins,  patterns,  and 
paper  money  from  a  variety  of  consignors. 

THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
558)  $8.00.  Features  a  1796  quarter  dollar,  many  rare  issues — even  an 
original  1861  Confederate  cent! 


RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ESTATE  (1985)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-560)  $8.00.  A  large,  280-page  catalogue  of  U.S.  coins, 
tokens,  medals,  paper  money,  foreign  coins,  and  ancient  coins  from  the 
estate  of  one  of  America’s  most  respected  dealers,  Abe  Kosoff.  A  treasure 
trove  of  rarities. 

HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-562)  $6.00. 

A  slim  catalogue  offering  137  specimens  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  com¬ 
memorative  half  dollar,  consigned  by  the  Bank  of  Hawaii. 

THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-564) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  A  large, 
296-page  catalogue  offering  U.S.  coins,  tokens,  encased  postage  stamps, 
colonials,  paper  money,  and  ancient  coins. 

THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-5 70)  $25.00. 

A  large,  184-page  reference  offering  a  collection  of  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus 
gold  coins,  commemoratives,  silver  dollars,  and  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN  (1986)  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-572)  $25.00.  Containing  the  collec¬ 
tions  of  Julian  Leidman  and  others,  and  held  with  Presidential  Coin  and 
Antique  Company,  Inc.,  this  catalogue  features  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War 
tokens,  so-called  dollars,  and  other  Americana.  80  pages. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS  (1986)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00. 

Conducted  with  the  Presidential  Coin  and  Antique  Company,  this  176- 
page  catalogue  offers  the  greatest  collection  ever  of  inaugural  medals, 
Assay  Commission  medals,  Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
575)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00.  A 

superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry  Einstein,  the  popular  radio 
personality.  Features  an  1879  $4  Stella,  early  gold,  and  an  1804  silver 
dollar. 

THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE  DR.  CHARLES  W. 
INGLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  De 

luxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-578)  $25.00.  A  varied  sale, 
emphasizing  early  American  coins — with  a  specialized  listing  of  Vermont 
coppers. 

THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH  &  THE  HARVEY  E. 
SMITH  COLLECTIONS  (1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00.  A  marvelous  cata¬ 
logue,  288  pages,  containing  a  huge  collection  of  world  coins,  and  an 
impressive  collection  of  U.S.  coins. 

THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
581)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00.  A 

varied  sale  consisting  primarily  of  U.S.  coins.  216  pages.  Included  are 
many  important  gold  issues,  a  1794  silver  dollar,  and  more. 

THE  *IRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER  COLLECTION  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-585)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
586)  $25.00.  An  interesting  sale  from  the  reference  collection  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado,  containing  many  U.S.  issues, 
with  some  early  American  pieces  and  currency. 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
589)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $50.00. 

This  400-plus  page  catalogue  describes  Part  I  of  the  fabulous  Norweb 
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Collection.  A  treasure  trove  of  numismatic  information,  and  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  rarity-laden  catalogues  ever.  A  classic! 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
599)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $50.00.  A 

fabulous  catalogue,  companion  to  Part  I.  A  big  296  pages  in  length.  Many 
different  U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and  colonials.  An  American  classic! 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
605)  $15.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $50.00. 

Another  fabulous  Norweb  Collection  catalogue.  Offered  are  colonials, 
half  dollars,  silver  dollars,  $20  pieces,  and  more. 

THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-591)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-592)  $25.00.  This  slim  cata¬ 
logue  contains  just  a  few  hundred  lots,  but  what  lots  they  are!  Included 
is  the  1834  King  of  Siam  Proof  set,  containing  a  Gem  Proof  1804  silver 
dollar. 

THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COLLECTION  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-593)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
594)  $25.00.  A  great  catalogue  with  many  desirable  U.S.  coins  from 
colonials  to  gold. 

THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-595)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-596)  $25.00. 

A  fascinating  catalogue  with  important  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4, 
early  gold,  rare  U.S.  patterns,  and  Washington  pieces. 

THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-597)  $10.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $25.00.  A  fabulous  cata¬ 
logue  describing  what  is  believed  to  be  the  most  valuable  collection  of 
world  gold  coins  ever.  A  classic! 

THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHT  COLLECTIONS  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-601)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00. 

This  sale  offered  a  wide  variety  of  U.S.  coins,  including  patterns,  Proofs, 
a  $47.71  Kohler  ingot;  paper  money,  etc.  A  comprehensive  sale. 

THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  &  GLENN  SMEDLEY 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-603)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-604)  $25.00.  This  sale  offered  two  extremely  important 
collections  of  rare  U.S.  patterns,  commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and  other 
numismatic  specialties. 

THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
607)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00.  An 

important  offering  of  Proof  coins,  rare  gold,  large  cents,  etc. 

THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR.  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-609)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00. 

Features  many  important  U.S.  rarities,  world  coins,  and  more.  324  pages. 

FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-611) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00.  Massive — 
that’s  the  only  way  to  describe  this  480  page  catalogue,  one  of  largest  ever 
issued.  Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  Hard  Times  tokens,  Civil  War  tokens  and 
store  cards,  world  coins,  and  much  more! 

THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (StockNo.  BBM-613)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00.  This  impor¬ 
tant  catalogue  offers  a  wonderful  selection  of  early  U.S.  gold  coins,  1794- 
1803  silver  dollars,  and  much  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE  ASPEN— THE  1989 
ANA  CONVENTION  SALE  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-615)  $10.00. 


Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-616)  $25.00.  The  collection  of 
Dr.  Aspen  features  a  veritable  smorgasbord  of  U.S.  and  world  rarities.  A 
huge  392  pages. 

THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS  (1989)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-61 7)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-6 18)  $25.00. 

One  of  the  most  significent  offerings  of  Canadian  coins  ever,  the  Victoria 
Collection  features  two  examples  of  the  1921  half  dollar.  A  wide  selection 
of  U.S.  coins  rounds  out  this  280-page  catalogue. 

THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-619) 
$8.00;  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  This  336- 
catalogue  features  one  of  the  most  varied  offerings  of  American  coins 
ever,  everything  from  New  Jersey  coppers  to  a  High  Relief  MCMVII 
double  eagle. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND  DENNIS  IRVING 
LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-621)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-622)  $49.00  Not  one  but  two  important  collections 
highlight  this  sale,  which  features  gems  from  the  Norweb,  Garrett,  and 
Eliasberg  collections.  Rarities  include  an  1 794  silver  dollar,  numerous  $3 
gold  pieces,  and  a  breathtaking  $50  Panama-Pacific  slug. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  &  RYDER  COLLEC¬ 
TIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No.  BBM-623)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-624)  $49.00  An  immense  424-page  volume  offering 
superb  U.S.  coins,  Hard  Times  tokens,  colonials,  paper  money,  and 
Canadian  coins. 

THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (StockNo.  BBM-625)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-626)  $49.00.  Features  superb 
coins  from  an  old-time  holding.  Many  coins  and  notes  are  new  to  the 
present  generation  of  collectors. 

THE  ROBERT  W.  RUSBAR  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-627)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM-628)  $49.00. 

A  diverse  sale  with  important  pieces  to  be  found  in  virtually  all  series, 
including  U.S.,  Canadian,  and  world  coins.  Includes  an  1850  Proof 
quarter  eagle — the  only  one  believed  to  be  in  collectors’  hands! 

THE  GREENWICH  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-631) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-632)  $49.00.  A  strong 
sale  which  features  an  old-time  cabinet  of  U.S.  gold  pieces  from  1790  on, 
including  many  unpublicized  rarities. 

THE  MARVIN  P.  MATLOCK,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-633)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-634) 
$49.00.  This  sale  featured  a  specialty  collection  of  Liberty  Head  double 
eagles  as  well  as  a  diverse  selection  of  silver,  gold,  and  pattern  coins. 

THE  GEORGE  N.  POLIS,  M.D.  COLLECTION  (1991)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-635)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (StockNo.  BBM-636)  $49.00. 

An  excellent  sale  highlighted  by  an  extensive  collection  of  ancient  Roman 
coins,  a  group  of  lovely  patterns,  and  an  outstanding  selection  of 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars. 

THE  ANA  1891-1991  CENTENNIAL  AUCTION  (1991)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-637)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-638) 
$99.00.  A  diverse  and  comprehensive  auction;  truly  a  once  in  a  century 
opportunity. 

THE  FRONTENAC  SALE  (1991)  (Stock  No.  BBM-639)  $8.00. 

Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-640)  $49.00.  A  wonderful  sale 
featuring  collections  of  Canadian  coins,  colonial  and  state  coins,  and 
numismatic  Americana,  as  well  as  regular-series  U.S.  coins. 
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Made  with  the  finest  materials 
and  superb  craftmanship! 


Special 
Discount 
Offer! 


Custom-Made 
Dansco  Coin  Albums 


B 


owers  and  Merena  is  now  pleased  to  offer  you  a  line  of  Dansco  Coin  Albums 
to  beautifully  display  your  collection.  You  will  be  proud  to  own  these  albums, 
which  are  made  with  the  finest  materials  and  superb  craftsmanship!  The 
ports  on  each  page  will  hold  your  coins  securely,  and  each  port  is  imprinted  to 
properly  identify  your  coins. 

The  pages  are  housed  in  handsome  simulated  leather,  which  is  beautifully  gold 
embossed  to  furnish  a  truly  luxurious  setting  for  your  collection. 

We  are  offering  these  albums  for  a  discount  of  about  15%  off  the  listed  retail  price. 


Deluxe  Albums 

♦  “All-in-one”  construction  folds  out  to  allow  dis 

play  without  turning  pages.  Coins  are  open  to 
the  air,  ideal  for  circulated  coins. 

♦  Pages  lie  flat,  making  it  easy  to  insert  coins. 

♦  Ports  are  exact  size  of  the  coins  and  inscribed 

with  year,  mint,  and  number  minted. 

♦  Bound  in  handsome,  gold  embossed,  simulated 

leather. 

D-90  Indian  Head  Cents  1856-1909  . $3.60 

D-112  Buffalo  Nickels  1913-1938  . $3.60 

D-121  Liberty  Dime  1892-1916 . $3.60 

D-122  Mercury  Dime  1916-1945 . $3.60 

D-141  Washington  Quarter  1932-1962  ...$5.40 

D-160  Liberty  Standing  Half  Dollar . $6.30 

D-165  Franklin  Half  Dollar  1948-1963 ....  $3.60 


Supreme  Albums 

♦  Loose-leaf  pages,  plastic  coated  and  washable. 

♦  Ports  are  covered  with  acetate  slides  to  protect  and 
allow  viewing  of  both  sides  of  your  coins. 

♦  Housed  in  a  handsome  two-post,  simulated  leather, 
gold  embossed  binder. 


D-7070  U.S.  Type-major  coins 

from  1800  . $18.95 

D-7099  Large  Cents-five  blank  pages  ...$18.95 

D-7101  Indian  Head  Cents  . $14.95 

D-8100  Lincoln  Cents-1909  to  date,  including 

Proof-only . $22.95 

D-8102  Lincoln  Memorial  Cents-1959  to  date, 

including  Proof-only . $14.95 

D-7111  Liberty  Nickels . $12.95 

D-7112  Buffalo  Nickels . $12.95 


Handsome  simulated  leather 
Gold  embossed 
Special  discount 


D-7120  Dimes-from  1892  . $22.95 

D-7121  Liberty  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7123  Mercury  Dimes . $12.95 

D-7130  Liberty  Head  Quarters 

1892-1916 . $16.95 

D-7132  Liberty  Standing  Quarters . $12.95 

D-8140  Washington  Quarters-from  1932, 

including  Proof-only . $22.95 

D-7150  Liberty  Head  Half  Dollars 

1892-1915 . $16.95 

D-7160  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1916-1947 . $16.95 

D-7161  Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 

1941-1947 . $12.95 

D-7165  Franklin  Half  Dollars . $12.95 

D-7178  Morgan  Dollars  1878-1890  . $16.95 

D-7179  Morgan  Dollars  1891-1921  . $16.95 

D-7175  Peace  Dollars  1921-1935  . $12.95 

D-7094  Commemorative  Type  Set . $14.95 

D-7097  Commemorative  Coins 

of  the  1980s . $12.95 
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A  SPECIAL  PREVIEW! 


eaturing  The  John  A. 
Van  Arsdall,  M.D. 
Collection,  The 
Antelope  Valley 
Silver  Dollar  Collection,  and 
other  important  properties. 

Here  is  a  tidbit  of  excit¬ 
ing  news,  a  special  preview,  for 
Rare  Coin  Review  readers.  The 


Antelope  Valley  Silver  Dollar 
Collection,  the  finest  PCGS- 
certified  collection  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  silver  dollars  ever  to 
cross  the  auction  block,  will  be 
the  highlight  of  our  auction 
sale  to  be  held  January  7-9. 

The  fabulous  sale  will  be  held 
in  Orlando  in  conjunction  with 
the  ever  popular  Florida 
United  Numismatists 
Convention,  the  best 
attended,  most 
enthusiastic 
show  on  the 
coin  circuit. 

The 

Antelope 
Valley  Silver 
Dollar  Collec¬ 
tion,  as  it  is 
known,  will 
feature  numer¬ 
ous  silver  dol¬ 
lars  that  are 
either  the  finest 
certified  by  the 


Professional  Coin  Grading 
Service  or  are  tied  with  the 
finest  No  holding  of  this  cali¬ 
ber  has  ever  crossed  the  auc¬ 
tion  block  before!  To  com¬ 
memorate  this  once  in  a  life¬ 
time  event,  a  special  section  of 
the  catalogue  will  be  devoted 
to  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars, 
their  history  and  background, 
with  many  illustrations,  notes 
and  other  details.  These,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  accompanying 
coins,  will  combine  to  make  a 
reference  work  of  permanent 
significance  and  value.  It  is 
always  an  honor  when  a  re¬ 
spected  professional  selects  us 
to  handle  an  important  collec¬ 
tion.  This  fabulous  array  of 
silver  dollars  was  consigned  to 
us  through  Barry  Stuppler,  of 
the  Gold  &  Silver  Emporium, 
Encino,  California,  sole  agent 
for  the  owner. 

Among  the  most  impor¬ 
tant,  most  impressive  Morgan 
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OUR  JANUARY  AUCTION  IN  ORLANDO 


dollars  are 
an  MS-66  1892-S,  a  spectacular 
MS-65  1893-0  (the  only  one 
certified  at  this  level,  with  none 
higher),  and  a  fabulous  MS-65 
specimen  of  the  key  date  in  the 
series,  the  1893-S.  No  rarity  is 
excluded.  The  silver  dollar 
collection  is  absolutely  com¬ 
plete  with  the  balance  of  the 
pieces  mainly  MS-66  to  MS-67. 
The  average  grade  is  OVER 
MS-65!  Other  notable  pieces 
includel878  with  8  tailfeathers 
MS-66,  1879-CC  MS-65,  1880- 
CC  MS-67,  1880-MS-65,  1883- 
S  MS-65,  1884-S  MS-63,  1884- 
S,  MS-64,  1889-CC  MS-64, 
1889-0  MS-66,  1890-CC  MS- 
66  and  1893-CC  MS-65. 


of  the  John 
Van  Arsdall 
Collection  and 
other  important 
properties.  Among 
early  American  large 
cents  you  will  find  a  breathtak- 
ingly  beautiful  1793  S-2,  Chain 
AMERICA,  PCGS  MS-63  red 
and  brown — one  of  the  most 
memorable,  most  important 
cents  to  be  sold  in  our  time. 
Then  come  such  delicacies  as  a 
1794  S-37  VF-30  (by  far  the 
finest  in  private  hands — first 
time  auctioned),  the  famous 
and  mysterious  1794  S-48 
Starred  Reverse  (a  lovely  VF- 
20,  one  of  the  finest  known), 
an  MS-62  1794  S-64,  the 
classic  1795  Jefferson  Head  (S- 
80),  an  AU-53  1804  S-266 
(certainly  bound  to  make  even 
the  most  advanced  numisma¬ 
tist  stand  up  at  attention),  and 
more!  Much  more! 


Now,  here  is  a  preview 


Other  highlights  include 


On  these  two  pages  are  pictured  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  the  fabulous 
MS-65  specimen  of  the  key  date  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series,  the  1893-S.  This 
is  only  one  of  the  important  and 
impressive  pieces  offered  in  our 
January  auction  of  The  John  A.  Van 
Arsdall,  M.D.  and  The  Antelope  Valley 
Silver  Dollar  Collections. 


an  1918/7-S  25<t  MS-63  (one 
of  the  finest  known),  a  gem 
Proof  MCMVII  $20,  a  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  set  in  frame,  a 
marvelous  AU-58  1851 
Augustus  Humbert  $50  (880 
THOUS.  variety),  and,  again, 
much  more! 

Plan  to  be  a  part  of  this 
great  event!  We  invite  you  to 
enter  your  bids  by  mail  or  in 
person.  Simply  call  toll-free  at 
1-800-222-5993  and  ask  for 
Pat  to  order  your  copy  of  our 
great  Florida  United  Numisma¬ 
tists  Convention  catalogue.  She 
will  ship  you  one  as  soon  as  it 
is  printed  in  early  December. 

As  a  Rare  Coin  Review  reader, 
your  copy  of  this  extraordinary 
catalogue  will  be  a  mere  $10, 
just  enough  to  handle  our 
printing  and  shipping  ex¬ 
penses.  Only  a  few  hundred 
extra  copies  will  be  printed,  so 
this  offer  is  made  on  a  first- 
come,  first  served  basis. 
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If  you  have  rare  coins, 
currency  or  other  numis¬ 
matic  material  you  are 
considering  selling,  you 
need  only  place  a  toll-free  call 
(1-800-458-4646)  to  Dr.  Richard 
A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auctions  for 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena, 
Inc.,  and  he  will  immediately  assist 
you  with  all  aspects  of  the  profit¬ 
able  sale  of  your  collection. 

We  conform  to  the  highest 
levels  of  professionalism,  confiden¬ 
tiality  and  security.  You  have  the 
assurance  that  you  are  working  j 
with  the  most  expert  rare 
coin  auction  firm  in  the 
world.  Our  profes-  K  J 

sional  and  ethical 
reputation  is 

unsurpassed.  ... ' 

You  can  deal 

with  Auctions 

by  Bowers  and 

Merena  with  j 

complete  /i 

confidence.  / 


Auctions  by 
Bowers  and 
Merena,  Inc 


America’s 
leading  rare 
coin  auctioneer. 
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Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  stands  on  its  record  of 
success. 

We  have  sold  the  most  valuable 
collections  ever  auctioned  includ¬ 
ing  the  Garrett  Collection  (which 
sold  for  $25  million),  the  Norweb 
Collection  (which  sold  for  $20 
million)  and  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins  ($12.4 
million). 

Of  the  top  ten  world’s  record 
auction  prices  for  individual  rare 
U.S  coins,  we  hold  eight  including 
six  of  the  top  seven. 

We  have  won  more  “Catalogue 
of  the  Year  Award”  honors  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  Numismatic  Literary 
Guild  than  all  other  rare  coin  firms 
combined! 


Your  coins  can  be  included 
in  one  of  our  award-winning, 
Grand  Format™  catalogues 


Realize  top  market 
prices  for  your  coins! 

(Whether  they  are  certified  or  not, 
whether  you  have  one  coin  or  hundreds 
of  coins,  whether  you  have  coins  valued 
at  $2,000  or  $2  million) 

Instant  cash  advance 

(Money  to  spend  right  now  while  we 
showcase  your  coins  in  our  award 
winning  Grand  Format™  style  catalogue 
to  our  worldwide  audience  of  buyers) 

Call  1-800-458-4646 
today  and  ask  for 
Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
Director  of  Auctions 


Dr.  Richard  A.  (“Rick”)  Bagg,  director 
of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  team, 
looks  forward  to  discussing  your  consign¬ 
ment  with  you. 

As  our  Auction  Director,  Rick  has  the 
answers  to  your  every  question.  This  may 
well  be  the  most  financially  rewarding 
decision  you’ve  ever  made.  Here  at 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Inc.,  we 
look  forward  to  hearing  from  you  soon! 


Call  toll-free: 

1-800-458-4646 


Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena*  Inc. 


Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
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Supergrade 

Coins 

One  dealer’s  views  on  the  subject 

Opinion  by  Scott  A.  Travers 


Recently  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  your  editor, 
quoting  Maurice  Rosen,  suggested  that  certain  coins 
in  very  high  grades  were  overpriced.  Scott  Travers 
took  exception  to  this  view,  and  we  invited  him  to 
contribute  the  following  article. 

ar  buyers  don’t  usually  think  of  a  Rolls- 
Royce  or  Mercedes-Benz  as  a  bargain. 
And  well-to-do  car  buyers — tend  not  to 
talk  about  such  trivial  matters  as  price. 
It’s  considered  poor  form:  Anyone  who  can  af¬ 
ford  this  kind  of  car  isn’t  supposed  to  worry 
about  the  cost.  Still,  there’s  nothing  wrong  with 
driving — and  getting — a  bargain,  even  if  the  money 
you  save  by  doing  so  is  frosting  on  the  cake,  rather 
than  basic  meat  and  potatoes  on  the  table. 

I  don’t  claim  to  be  an  expert  on  the  car  market, 
but  I  do  know  that  luxury  coins — those  we  call 
“supergrade”  coins — are  very  attractively  priced 
right  now.  Indeed,  there  are  many  that  qualify  as 
bargains,  based  on  their  current  price  levels  com¬ 
pared  with  those  of  commoner  and  not-so-costly 
coins. 

Some  of  these  coins  are  priced  beyond  the 
budgets  of  ordinary  hobbyists.  However,  many 
others  are  surprisingly  affordable — and  they  have 
enormous  potential  to  rise  in  value  sharply  when 
the  next  big  market  upturn  takes  place.  It  is  gener¬ 
ally  accepted  that  “supergrade”  coins  are  those  that 
merit  a  grade  of  at  least  MS-66,  or  Proof-66,  on  the 
l-to-70  grading  scale  employed  in  the  marketplace 
today.  Some  would  limit  the  term  to  coins  in  grades 
no  lower  than  67;  still  others  would  restrict  it  to 
coins  graded  at  least  68.  But,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  article,  supergrade  coins  are  those  that  have 
been  certified  in  grades  that  range  from  66  to  70. 

Grab  your  attention 

With  few  exceptions,  supergrade  coins,  like 
most  U.S.  coins,  have  declined  in  value  during  the 
last  several  years.  Most  of  them  are  priced  today 
much  lower  than  they  were  worth  at  the  last  big 
market  peak  in  the  late  spring  of  1989.  This  is 
hardly  news.  What  should  raise  your  eyebrows, 
though,  and  grab  your  immediate  attention,  is  the 
fact  that  in  many  instances,  supergrade  coins  have 
suffered  a  greater  loss  in  value — proportionately 
speaking,  that  is — than  coins  in  lesser  grades  that 
are  far  more  common. 


Common  sense  tells  us  that  this  is  illogical: 
Supergrade  coins  possess  quality,  beauty  and  rarity 
in  much  greater  abundance  than  their  cousins 
farther  down  the  grading  scale.  Their  flawless 
surfaces  and  radiant  lustre  give  them  tremendous 
eye  appeal — and  even  in  cases  where  a  coin’s  total 
mintage  is  relatively  high,  few  examples  may  sur¬ 
vive  (or  may  have  been  made  to  begin  with)  in 
levels  of  preservation  this  magnificent. 

Supergrade  coins  are  still  much  higher-priced 
than  lower-tier  coins  in  the  Mint  State  and  Proof 
grading  range.  There  are  many  instances,  though, 
where  the  differential  today  is  significantly  smaller 
than  it  was  at  the  market  peak  in  1989.  The  overall 
market  slump  has  substantially  lowered  the  ratio 
by  which  the  prices  of  many  supergrade  coins 
exceed  those  of  lesser  coins  in  the  same  denomina¬ 
tion  and  series. 

Consider  what  we’ve  witnessed  with  Barber 
half  dollars  in  Proof.  On  June  2,  1989,  a  popular 
pricing  guide  for  certified  coins  listed  a  value  of 
$27,000  for  type  coin  Barber  halves  graded  Proof- 
67  by  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 
and  $6,775  for  specimens  graded  Proof-65.  In 
short,  a  Proof-67  piece  was  worth  about  four  times 
more  than  a  Proof-65. 

On  June  12, 1992,  the  comparable  price-guide 
values  were  $7,900  in  Proof-67  and  $3,400  in 
Proof-65 — a  ratio  of  just  2.3  to  1.  After  three  years 
of  generally  downward  movement  in  the  market¬ 
place,  Proof-67  coins  in  this  particular  series  were 
worth  only  slightly  more  than  twice  as  much  as 
Proof-65s.  The  price  ratio  had  been  cut  nearly  in 
half.  (NOTE:  These  listings  were  for  sight-unseen 
coins.  Naturally,  coins  with  unusual  aesthetic  ap¬ 
peal  wholesale  for  considerably  more.) 

Mint-State  20-cent  pieces  illustrate  the  same 
peculiar  phenomenon. 

Ratio  of  4  to  1 

On  June  2, 1989,  the  listed  prices  for  type-coin 
20-cent  pieces  graded  by  the  Numismatic  Guaranty 
Corporation  of  America  (NGC)  were  $96,500  in 
MS-67  and  $14,500  in  MS-65.  Thus,  a  20-cent 
piece  graded  MS-67  was  worth  about  6.7  times  as 
much  as  its  counterpart  in  MS-65.  On  June  12, 
1992,  the  values  were  $25,500  in  MS-67  and 
$6,200  in  MS-65 — a  ratio  of  only  slightly  more 
than  4  to  1. 


Proof  trade  dollars  provide  yet  another  ex¬ 
ample  of  coins  whose  value  has  declined  propor¬ 
tionately  more  in  supergrade  levels  than  in  slightly 
lower  grades.  In  June  1989,  Proof-67  trade  dollars 
were  roughly  4.5  times  more  expensive  than  Proof- 
65  specimens.  In  June  1992,  that  ratio  had  shrunk 
to  only  about  3  to  1 . 

Less  desirable  today? 

Are  Proof  Barber  halves,  MS-67  20-cent  pieces 
and  Proof-67  Trade  dollars  that  much  less  desir¬ 
able  today?  Certainly  not.  But  the  market  for  big- 
ticket  coins  is  relatively  thin,  and  it’s  my  judgment 
that  bigger-budget  buyers  went  to  the  sidelines  in 
proportionately  greater  numbers  during  the  slump. 
Once  the  market  rebounds,  as  it  inevitably  will,  and 
once  the  recession  eases  its  grip  on  the  overall 
economy,  big  buyers  and  big  money  will  resume 
their  pursuit  of  rare  coins,  and  supergrade  coins 
will  be  primary  targets  for  acquisition. 

A  few  skeptics  have  argued  unpersuasively  that 
supergrade  coins  are  overrated — that  they  never 
were  really  worth  the  premiums  people  were  pay¬ 
ing  and  thus  were  due  for  a  fall.  Having  observed 
the  marketplace  closely  throughout  its  years  of 
greatest  growth  and  greatest  volatility,  I  can  assure 
you  that  this  is  a  serious  misconception.  If  any¬ 
thing,  supergrade  coins  are  scarcer  than  previously 
thought,  especially  in  the  very  highest  grades. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  misconception  stems 
from  the  fact  that  we  have  seen  a  series  of  spectacu¬ 
lar  coins  appear  on  the  market  in  recent  months. 
This  may  have  led  to  the  totally  false  conclusion 
that  these  coins  represented  the  tip  of  the  iceberg — 
that  many  more  are  stashed  away  and  waiting  to  be 
released  at  an  opportune  time. 

It’s  true  that  there  have  been  unusually  large 
numbers  of  “wonder  coins”  in  evidence  of  late.  But 
I  consider  this  a  matter  of  serendipity — simply  a 
happy  coincidence,  if  you  will.  Just  as  we  were 
treated  to  a  series  of  landmark  auctions  in  the  early 
1980s,  when  the  Garrett,  Eliasberg  and  Brand 
coins  came  up  for  sale  in  quick  succession  at 
memorable  auctions  conducted  by  Bowers  and 
Ruddy,  so,  too,  we  have  been  blessed  by  successive 
private  sales  of  sensational  supergrade  coins  in  the 
recent  past. 

Nearly  perfect  Proof  sets 

It  was  my  privilege  to  participate  in  the  dis¬ 
persal  of  some  of  these  coins.  Early  in  1992,  the 
numismatic  world  was  amazed  by  the  appearance 
of  a  group  of  25  nearly  perfect  Proof  sets  covering 
the  period  from  1892  to  1916.  These  sets  had  been 
assembled  by  John  Story  Jenks,  a  much-admired 
numismatist  of  the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centu¬ 
ries.  Dozens  of  the  coins  trembled  on  the  threshold 
of  perfection.  Six  of  them,  in  fact,  were  certified  as 
Proof-69  by  NGC — a  company  that  had  given  that 
grade  to  only  one  other  coin  in  nearly  five  years  of 
operation.  I  take  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  I 
acquired  four  of  those  six  coins  for  fortunate  cli¬ 
ents.  Neither  I  nor  my  clients  had  ever  beheld  coins 
of  such  incredible  perfection — and  it’s  possible  we 
may  never  see  any  that  surpass  them,  no  matter 
how  long  and  hard  we  search  in  years  to  come. 

Years  from  now,  with  the  benefit  of  hindsight, 
we  may  very  well  conclude  that  supergrade  coins 
were  underrated  and  underpriced  even  at  the 
market  highs  of  1989.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
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when  the  market  turnaround  occurs,  these  coins 
will  soar  in  value  faster  and  farther  than  any  other 
segment  of  the  marketplace. 

They’re  even  better  buys — even  bigger  bar¬ 
gains — today  than  they  were  in  1989.  So  if  you 
have  room  in  your  numismatic  “garage”  for  a  Rolls 
or  a  Mercedes,  now  is  the  time  to  hurry  down  to 
your  favorite  “luxury  coin”  dealer  and  take  a  test- 
drive. 

Think  how  proud  you’ll  be  to  own  such  beauti¬ 
ful  coins.  And  don’t  be  ashamed  to  think — and  even 
talk — about  the  savings. 

Five  tips  on  buying  supergrade  coins 

(1)  Buy  only  coins  that  are  truly  rare. 

Just  because  a  coin  is  in  a  high  level  of  preservation, 
that  in  itself  doesn’t  necessarily  mean  the  coin  is 
rare.  Put  another  way,  a  coin  can  be  supergrade 
without  being  super-rare.  Conversely,  other  types 
of  coins  can  be  downright  rare  in  less-than- 
supergrade  condition — sometimes  even  in  higher- 
level  circulated  grades.  An  MS-67  Liberty  Head 
double  eagle,  or  $20  gold  piece,  isn’t  truly  rare,  for 
example.  It’s  certainly  desirable,  but  quite  a  few 
“Lib”  twenties  exist  in  the  supergrade  range.  I’m 
not  saying  that  you  should  never  buy  one,  only  that 
you  should  be  cognizant  of  these  coins’  relative 
availability  and  not  pay  a  price  that  is  inappropri¬ 
ately  high. 

Late-date  Proofs  are  exceptionally  common  in 
the  supergrade  range,  even  in  grades  as  high  as 
Proof-68  and  69.  For  that  reason,  you  should  steer 
clear  of  dealers  who  present — and  price — these 
coins  as  if  they  were  scarce  or  rare.  Proof  examples 
of  recent  U.S.  commemorative  coins  fall  into  this 


The  CCP: 

“A  Great  Idea” 

Dear  Ms.  Watson; 

Aloha  and  mahalo  for  the  great  coins.  I 
particularly  like  the  most  recent  addition  to 
my  collection  portfolio  of  the  1871  two-cent 
piece.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  it  is  a  scarce 
variety  (Breen-2403)  with  a  repunched  71. 

The  Collection  Portfolio  Program  is  not 
only  a  great  idea — but  a  lot  of  fun!  I  really 
look  forward  to  see  what  you’ll  put  in  the  mail 
next. 

I  received  the  United  States  Gold  Coins 
book,  as  I  requested  as  a  bonus  book,  and 
enjoyed  it  very  much.  Mr.  Bowers  has  become 
one  of  my  favorite  authors. 

Unfortunately  however,  I  never  did  re¬ 
ceive  a  copy  of  his  book,  United  States  Coins  by 
Design  Types.  Possibly  it’s  being  reprinted? 

Also,  is  there  a  checklist  by  coin  type  I  can 
use  as  we  go  along?  In  my  readings  I  still  get 
confused  as  to  how  many  and  what  kind  of 
types  of  U.S.  coins  are  recognized.  Everyone 
seems  to  have  their  own  idea  of  what  consti¬ 
tutes  types  and  varieties  (part  of  the  fun,  I 
think).  Is  there  any  particular  order  that  you 
pick  the  coins  you  send? 

That’s  it  for  questions.  Thanks  again  and 
my  regards  from  Hawaii. 

Sincerely,  P.P.R.,  Jr. 


category,  right  along  with  regular-issue  Proofs. 
Some  of  these  are  even  quite  plentiful  with  grad¬ 
ing-service  certification  as  Proof-70! 

Incidentally,  you  won’t  find  any  late-date  Proofs 
in  holders  from  the  Numismatic  Guaranty  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  America  (NGC).  For  several  years,  NGC  has 
made  it  a  policy  not  to  accept  such  coins  for 
certification — simply  because  they  are  so  common 
and  some  unscrupulous  dealers  have  been  using 
the  certification  of  these  coins  (by  companies  other 
than  NGC)  as  a  marketing  device  to  overcharge 
unwary  customers. 

(2)  Deal  only  with  reputable  dealers — 

dealers  you’ve  done  business  with  before,  whose 
reputations  are  important  to  them  and  whom  you 
know  you  can  trust. 

All  this  may  seem  obvious,  but  a  lot  of  people 
forget  it  in  the  excitement  of  seeing  and  desiring  a 
coin  that  really  appeals  to  them.  Often,  the  value  of 
a  supergrade  coin  may  fall  within  a  gray  area;  there 
may  not  have  been  enough  recorded  sales  of  simi¬ 
lar  pristine  material  to  establish  a  firm  price  level. 
In  such  cases,  you  as  the  buyer  are  more  dependent 
than  usual  on  the  seller’s  forthrightness  and  integ¬ 
rity.  If  you’re  doing  business  with  a  reputable 
dealer  who  prizes  his  reputation,  he’ll  be  sure  to 
work  with  you  and  help  you  understand  the  coin’s 
true  value. 

(3)  In  checking  current  values  for 
supergrade  coins,  consult  the  Certified 
Coin  Exchange  and  other  price  guides  which  are 
reasonably  accurate  for  grade  levels  up  to  Mint 
State  and  Proof-67. 

The  Certified  Coin  Exchange  (or  CCE)  is  actu¬ 
ally  very  accurate  even  for  coins  graded  as  high  as 


MS-  and  Proof-68.  1  have  acquired  a  number  of 
coins  graded  68,  and  have  found  CCE  to  be  a  good 
barometer  of  the  market.  As  a  rule,  I  purchase  such 
coins  for  very  slight  advances  over  CCE’s  MS  or 
Proof-68  prices  for  the  given  coins,  then  sell  them 
to  my  clients  at  specified  commissions — with  all 
these  amounts  being  fully  disclosed. 

(4)  Examine  each  coin  carefully  to  satisfy 
yourself  that  it’s  chemically  stable  and  thus  will  not 
deteriorate,  and  check  it  regularly  after  you  pur¬ 
chase  it. 

In  order  to  merit  a  grade  of  68  or  69,  a  coin  must 
have  virtual  perfection — almost  no  perceptible  flaw. 
If  that  coin  subsequently  suffers  even  the  slightest 
damage  or  deterioration,  its  value  can  decline  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars.  With  that  in  mind,  you 
owe  it  to  yourself — not  to  mention  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  collectors — to  do  everything  possible  to 
keep  each  dazzling  supergrade  coin  pristine  and 
problem-free.  If  you  detect  even  the  most  subtle 
evidence  of  potential  trouble,  you  should  have  the 
coin  removed  from  its  holder  and  chemically  neu¬ 
tralized  with  trichlorofluoroethane.  This  is  a  harm¬ 
less,  highly  evaporative  form  of  freon  which  will 
safeguard  the  coin’s  surface. 

(5)  Don’t  put  all  your  eggs  in  one  bas¬ 
ket.  Diversification  is  desirable  in  any  form  of 
collecting,  and  this  applies  to  supergrade  coins  as 
much  as  it  does  to  others.  Don’t  buy  only  coins  in 
the  supergrade  range;  buy  other  kinds,  as  well — 
coins  of  different  grades,  and  coins  of  different 
types. 

This  will  not  only  broaden  your  horizons  as  a 
hobbyist  but  also  spread  your  risk  as  an  investor, 
even  if  you  don’t  really  think  of  yourself  as  such. 


A  Reminiscence  About  David  Bathurst 


W 


e  recently  read  the  obituary  of  David 
Bathurst,  the  former  chairman  of 
the  auction  firm  of  Christie’s.  An 
Englishman,  he  was  educated  at 
Eton,  and  went  on  to  work  at  Christie’s  in 
London,  becoming  a  director  at  the  age  of  29  in 
1966.  During  the  same  decade  he  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively,  and  in  1977  he  came  to  America  to  set 
up  the  Impressionist  and  Modern  Picture  De¬ 
partment  for  Christie’s  in  New  York  City.  The 
next  year  he  became  chairman  of  the  firm’s  New 
York  activities.  “His  vigorous  outlook  was  a 
crucial  factor  in  establishing  Christie’s  in  the 
U.S.  market,”  said  a  newspaper  account. 

In  1984  he  was  named  chairman  of  Christie’s 
entire  organization,  a  position  which  he  re¬ 
tained  until  1987  when  he  resigned  in  the  wake 
of  a  flap  involving  published  prices.  His  passing 
was  due  to  a  heart  attack  while  shooting  grouse 
in  Scotland. 

I  remember  an  extensive  v  fit  with  David  in 
New  York  City  in  the  early  1 980s.  Christie’s  and 
our  firm  had  decided  to  cooperate  and  prepare 
a  proposal  for  a  joint  auction  sale  of  an  impor¬ 
tant  numismatic  estate.  At  the  time,  the  firm  had 
no  numismatic  expert  in  residence  in  New  York 
City,  although  Raymond  Sancroft-Baker  regu¬ 
larly  visited  from  London  in  this  capacity.  While 
David  and  I  were  discussing  auction  plans,  his 


telephone  rang,  and  it  was  announced  that  a 
gentleman  had  arrived  downstairs  with  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  United  States  half  dollars.  What  should 
be  done?  David  asked  me  if  I  would  mind 
“posing”  as  a  representative  for  Christie’s  and 
examining  the  coins  to  see  if  they  were  of  any 
value.  In  due  course  1  went  downstairs  and  met 
the  owner  of  a  nice  group  of  Capped  Bust  half 
dollars,  including  numerous  Uncirculated  speci¬ 
mens.  I  gazed  at  them  appreciatively,  said  some 
nice  words,  and  stated  that  Christie’s  indeed 
would  be  interested  in  auctioning  them  and 
could  put  them  in  our  next  sale.  I  dutifully 
copied  down  the  potential  consignor’s  name 
and  address  and  gave  it  to  David  Bathurst. 
Whether  Christie’s  ever  got  the  consignment,  I 
don’t  remember,  but  it  wasn’t  for  lack  of  trying! 

During  the  same  meeting  I  evinced  an  inter¬ 
est  in  the  history  of  early  American  firearms, 
and  David  excused  himself  for  a  few  minutes 
while  he  looked  for  a  duplicate  copy  of  a  Christie’s 
catalogue  featuring  an  important  collection  in 
this  area.  As  luck  would  have  it,  no  copy  could 
be  found.  Upon  returning  home,  it  was  scarcely 
a  day  or  two  later  when  one  arrived  by  Federal 
Express  with  his  compliments. 

Knowing  what  a  personable  gentleman  David 
Bathurst  was,  I  know  he  will  be  missed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  (Q.  David  Bowers) 
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Terms  of  Sale 


An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your 
convenience.  Enclose  your  remittance  or 
use  MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Ex¬ 
press  (send  all  the  information  in  raised 
print  on  your  card,  the  name  of  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate 
choices  if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your 
first  choice  has  been  sold  earlier) . 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  type  set,  just  put  “same 
type”  for  your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a 
coin  of  the  same  design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher 
grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice  has  been  sold. 
Please  add  $3  postage  and  handling  for  all  orders 
under  $300.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post 
Office. 


Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone 
Monday  through  Friday  9:00  a.m.  to  noon 
and  1:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department — TOLL-FREE — at  800- 
222-5993.  New  Hampshire  residents  use  our  regu¬ 
lar  line  603-569-5095. 


GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not  satisfactory 
for  any  reason,  including  grading,  may  be 
returned  within  30  days  of  receipt  (coins 
certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc. 
have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Excep¬ 
tions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer-to-dealer  transactions, 
or  coins  for  which  the  price  is  negotiated.  Coins  sent 
in  sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be 
returned  untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed 
holders  for  the  guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  repre¬ 
sents  the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms, 
including  adjectival  and  numerical  descriptions  of 
coins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion  of  the 
cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect 
to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which 
can  and  do  vary  among  experts.  Further,  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  various  published  standards  has  changed 
over  a  period  of  time.  However,  it  has  been  our 
experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conservative 
grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  count¬ 
less  thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In 
the  process  we  have  built  what  is  probably  the  most 
successful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world  today. 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin 
proved  to  be  otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund 
of  the  money  paid,  or  a  replacement,  at  our  option, 
without  further  liability). 

As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee, 
implicit  or  expressed,  is  made  concerning 
the  investment  performance  or  quality  of 
any  coin  or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market 
prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand.  More¬ 


over,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a 
period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as 
well  as  up. 


All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place 
in  New  Hampshire  as  the  place  of  venue, 
under  Carroll  County  and  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  State  laws. 


All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We 
maintain  no  over-the-counter  facilities. 
We  do  attend  certain  national  and  re- 

_  gional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to 

meet  our  clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as  close  as 
your  telephone  or  mailbox  and  invite  your  inquiries 
on  any  numismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 


7  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous 
prices  and  special  offers.  While  we  have 
made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 

-  errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  any 

errors  which  may  occur. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff 
members  are  members  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild,  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and  other  leading 
numismatic  organizations. 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the 
Professional  Numismatists  Guild  1977-1979  and 
president  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
1983-1985.  Others  staff  members  have  likewise 
been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and  profession 
for  many  years. 


♦  Chairman  of  the  Board 
&  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review 

Q.  David  Bowers 

♦  President 
Raymond  N.  Merena 

♦  Direct  Sales  Department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist;  Ken  Spatola, 
Director  of  Sales;  Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associ¬ 
ate;  Pat  Dumas,  Numismatic  Associate 

♦  Auction  Department 

Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.D.,  Director;  Andrew  W.  Pol¬ 
lock,  III,  Professional  Numismatist;  Frank  Van  Valen, 
Professional  Numismatist;  Barbara  Southard,  Chris 
Karstedt,  Program  Manager,  Kingswood  Galleries 

♦  Research  Department 

Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N. 
Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III,  Frank  Van  Valen, 
Beth  O.  Piper 

♦  Graphics  Department 

Lee  Blythe  Lilljedahl,  Manager;  William  Winter,  Art 
Director;  Jennifer  Rose;  Jennifer  Meers;  Roberta 
French;  Linda  A.  Heilig;  Sarah  Cochrane;  Cathy 
Dumont,  Manager,  Photography  Department 

♦  Administration 

JohnBabalis,  Operations  Manager;  Cynthia  Lassiter, 
Karla  Welch,  Suzanne  Hughes,  Peggy  Comeau, 
Elaine  Dionne,  Susan  Novak,  Jane  Foran;  ;  Lisa 
Simons 

♦  Publications  Department 

Doug  Plasencia,  Manager;  Mary  Tocci 

♦  Accounting  Department 

Donald  H.  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  Controller;  Gary  L. 
Crandall,  Manager,  Computer  Department;  Laurel 
A.  Morrill;  Dottie  Hill,  Debbie  Mclntire 


Items  may  be  sent  on  open  account  if 
credit  has  been  previously  established. 
Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid  ac¬ 
counts  at  the  rate  of  lVfc%  per  month 
(18%  per  annum)  after  30  days.  Layaways  are 
available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 


Overnight  delivery  is  available  as  a 
special  service  for  established  custom¬ 
ers.  For  $10  extra  coins  will  be  shipped 
overnight  express  to  a  street  address 
(sorry,  not  box  numbers).  Ask  about  our  rates  for 
express  book  shipping.  Please  request  this  when 
ordering. 


Subscribe  Today! 

A  twelve  month  subscription  to  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  plus  all  Special  Coin 
Letter  issues  produced  during  that 
period,  PLUS  a  year  of  Kingswood 
mail  bid  sale  catalogues,  PLUS  all  auction 
catalogues  produced  by  Auctions  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Inc.  during  that  period  (with 
prices  realized  after  each  sale).  A  value  of  over 
$200  if  ordered  separately! 

Subscription  1  . $79.00 


For  Instant  Service  Call 

1-800-222-5993 

(Orders  only,  please) 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  24-HR  FAX  NUMBER: 

(603)  569-5095  (603)  569-5319 
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Quantity 

Denom. 

Date  and  Mintmark 

Grade 

Price 

Total  coin  order 

IFALL  CLOSEOUT  SPECIALS 

Quantity 

Page  No. 

Special 

Price 

1950-D  Jefferson  5<t,  MS-63 

□  $7.00 

1948-S  Washington  254:,  MS-63 

□  $13.00 

1957  Franklin  504:,  Proof-63 

□  $15.00 

1943,  ’44,  or  ’45  Liberty  Walking  504:,  MS-65  PCGS.  Each: 

□  $99.00 

BOOKS 

Quantity 

Stock  No. 

Title 

Price 

1 

— 

Subscription  1:  Our  best  value  subscription 

□  $79.00 

Total  book  order 

Your  coins  will  be  sent  by  first  class  mail  or 
airmail;  books  and  supplies  under  separate  cover 
by  special  book  rate.  If  you  wish  this  type  of  delivery 
(and  your  order  is  under  $300),  please  check  the 
$3  box  in  the  order  form.  (We  pay  postage  for 
standard  delivery  orders  over  $300.)  We  also  offer 
overnight  delivery  to  established  clients.  If  you 
prefer  this  service,  just  check  the  $10  box  in  the 
order  form.  Mail  your  order  to:  Bowers  and 
Merena,  Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


SUBTOTAL 

Standard  postage  (orders  under  $300) 

Overnight  delivery 

□  $3.00 

□  $10.00 

TOTAL  AMOUNT 
ENCLOSED 

ADDRESS  &  PAYMENT 


Please  print  the  following; 
Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State: Zip: 

Telephone: 

Customer  #: 


Payment:  □  Personal  or  bank  check 

□  MasterCard  □  Visa 

□  American  Express 

For  the  items  advertised  in  this  issue  of: 

Rare  Coin  Review  No.  90 

Credit  card  # 


Expiration  date 


Signature 
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FREE  INFO 


Please  send  me  information  about 
one  or  both  of  the  following  services 
offered  by  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  Inc. 

□  Collection  Portfolio  Program 

□  Want  List  Program 


TOLL-FREE:  (800)  222-5993 
IN  NH:  (603)  569-5095 
FAX:  (603)  569-5319 
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